
Stronzo Bestiale
the false author of true scientific papers

Press review

www.parolacce.org





When @#%$! is your imaginary co-author | Science/AAAS | News http://news.sciencemag.org/sifter/2014/10/when-is-your-imaginary-co-...

1 di 4 17/10/2014 10:37



����������	
���������

Retraction Watch

���������������������������������������
�������������������

Should papers be retracted if one of the authors is a
total asshole?
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�Total Asshole� Is Technically a Published Physicist

In much the same way Americans  �exist� on certain strange corners of the Internet (but, actually,
nowhere else), an Italian by the name of Stronzo Bestiale, translated �Total Asshole,� can be found in the authorship
listings of at least a few 

As Vito Tartamella, a writer and fellow name detective, , �Total Asshole� doesn�t seem to be a
legitimate person outside that narrow realm:

I tried to find this person

in Italian . In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of them,

however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or a Asshole: who would call their own son that?); between the

Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige there are 4 Stronziero, but this is also a surname.

In fact, Tartamella got one of Bestiale�s old co-authors, a retired Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory researcher
named William G. Hoover, to cop to the fact that he invented the name after he became frustrated that pesky journal
reviewers wouldn�t accept some of his more �innovative� theoretical physics work. Hoover explained:

while I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among

themselves, saying continually: �Che stronzo (what an asshole)!�, �Stronzo bestiale (total

asshole)�. Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a [Centre Européen de Calcul

Atomique et Moléculaire] meeting, I asked [an Italian colleague] what they meant. When he explained

it to me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused

publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the

name of that author.

With the added weight of Stronzo Bestiale�s expertise, the paper was published. ( ) �Ryan Jacobs

PrintFriendly.com: Print web pages, create PDFs http://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=http://www.psmag.com/footnot...
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"The true story of Stronzo Bestiale", Parolacce 10/5/2014:

Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale (Total Asshole)? A dose of mistrust would be

justified: the name says it all. Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a physicist in Palermo,

Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals such as the  Journal of

Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American

Physical Society in Monterey.

No such person exists, it seems � the story emerges through email with one of Prof. Bestiale's co-authors:

I wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. Here�s what he

said. «At that time» he says «we were very active in the development of a new computational

technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics, connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the

second law of thermodynamics. [...]

[T]he theoretical picture of this technique was clear to me, so I wrote several papers on the subject

along with some colleagues. But the reviewers of Physical Review Letters and the Journal of

Statistical Physics refused to publish my texts: they contained too innovative ideas.»

This is nothing new: new discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather

conservative, as discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn. Meanwhile, Hoover continues,

«while I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among

themselves, saying continually: �Che stronzo (what an asshole)!�, �Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)�.

Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a CECAM meeting, I asked Ciccotti what they

meant. When he explained it to me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect

co-author for a refused publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the

title and adding the name of that author. And the researches were published».

I wonder how widely this technique would work? Across the languages of the world, we can find

thousands of authors' names in the same genre. There's Prof. Connard, who seems to have thousands of

publications already; but the career of  Dr. Arschloch seems hardly to have begun � perhaps I would have

better luck with LSA abstracts if I adopted her as a co-author.

And there are other sources of names, of course. "Should papers be retracted if one of the authors is a total

asshole?", Retraction Watch 10/9/2014, mentions the possibility of pet co-authors:

In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named Afghan hound, Galadriel Mirkwood, to a

Journal of Experimental Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific papers.

Language Log » Stronzo Bestiale, Galadriel Mirkwood, Crosley Shelv... http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=15127
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And in the field of linguistics, we have precedent for the authorship status of household appliances:

"Dr. Alfred Crockus and Crosley Shelvador, M.D.", LLOG 9/19/2007; "Crosley Shelvador comes in

from the cold", LLOG 9/20/2007.

Be Sociable, Share!

October 10, 2014 @ 9:03 pm · Filed by Mark Liberman under Humor

Permalink

34 Comments »

Jerry Friedman said,

October 10, 2014 @ 10:10 pm

There must be a lot of Italian statistical and chemical physicists whose sense of humor overrides any

desire they might have to expose a hoax.

What I don't get is why Hoover thought adding Bestiale's name would help him get published and

why it apparently did. Was there a prejudice against solo authors? Did Italians have a good

reputation in non-equilibrium molecular thermodynamics?

By the way, WordReference.com says stronzo is literally 'turd, shit' and as an insult 'asshole, prick,

dick'.

[(myl) Presumably it was just the random draw of editors and reviewers that resulted in rejection or

acceptance, with Prof. Bestiale's participation playing only the role of authorial commentary on the

process.]

1. 

DavidH said,

October 10, 2014 @ 10:51 pm

I went to an Italian school (elementary and high school) I speak Italian since I was 6 years old and I

understand why they translate stronzo bestiale as a total asshole, stronzo literally means piece of shit

or turd, bestiale means like a beast but in the sense of huge so literally stronzo bestiale would be a

huge piece of shit or turd, so if somebody is a huge piece of shit you can say with certainty that he's

a total asshole :)

2. 

D.O. said,

October 11, 2014 @ 12:42 am

3. 

ShareShare
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Who is Stronzo Bestiale?
30 October 2014 | By Chris Parr (URL=/chris-parr/1185.bio)

A blogger gets to the bottom of tale concerning a physicist whose name means �total asshole� in Italian

Source: LinkedIn

Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the science monthly Focus

�Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale [translation � total asshole]?� asks a post on Parolacce

(URL=http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale) � the self-declared �only italian scientific blog on

profanity�.

�A dose of mistrust would be justified: the name says it all,� the post continues. �Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale,

supposedly a physicist in Palermo, Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals

such as the Journal of Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of

American Physical Society in Monterey.�

The blog � highlighted to Times Higher Education after our story (URL=http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/hidden-

leopard-skin-g-string-exposed/2016392.article) about the French phrase for �your mother in a leopard-skin G-string� being

included in a paper � is written by Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the science monthly Focus, and it

goes on to detail his investigations into the veracity of Mr Bestiale�s publication record.

�I tried to find this person in Italian telephone directories,� he says. �In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont.

None of them, however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or Asshole: who would call their own son that?)�

It turns out, unsurprisingly, that Stronzo Bestiale does not exist. The name appears �in the papers authored by Bill

Moran and William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the Lawrence Livermore National

Laboratory�.

Dr Tartamella wrote to Professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale.

Who is Stronzo Bestiale? | Opinion | Times Higher Education http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/comment/opinion/who-is-stron...
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He was told that while travelling on a flight to Paris, Professor Hoover had been sat next to two Italian women who

�spoke among themselves, saying continually: �Che stronzo (what an asshole)!�, �Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)�.�

The phrases stuck in Professor Hoover�s mind, so he found out what Stronzo Bestiale meant. He decided the name

would be the perfect co-author for a paper that had been refused publication by two journals already, so he

�decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author�. The paper

was published.

Although not everyone took the joke well (the then president of the Italian Physical Society described it as an

offence �to the entire Italian scientific community�), it �laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of

scientific research were (and still are!)�, Dr Tartamella writes.

�Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale continues to be present as the author of publications in

scientific databases: is it not extraordinary?�

The post was picked up by the Retraction Watch blog (URL=http://retractionwatch.com/2014/10/09/should-papers-be-retracted-

if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole) , which points out that �this isn�t the first time a scientist has added a fictional

co-author to a paper to make a point�. �In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named Afghan hound,

Galadriel Mirkwood, to a Journal of Experimental Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific

papers.

�Hilarious as these examples are, it does prove a point that�s a little less fun: The scientific community needs to be

on its toes about who (or what) is writing the papers they publish, to help keep merde out of the literature.�

Send links to topical, insightful and quirky online comment by and about academics to
chris.parr@tesglobal.com
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Science

Dr Fraud and the strange case of the online science journals

Studies with dubious standards are diluting the integrity of research

Anjana Ahuja

Borat Sagdiyev, alter ego of comedian Sacha Baron Cohen, was briefly placed on the board of the journal Immunology and Vaccines © Getty

APRIL 17, 2017 by Anjana Ahuja

Dr Anna O Szust is exactly the kind of trophy academic that scientific journals crave on their

editorial boards. She exhibits a breathtaking sweep of scholarship, stretching from the theory of

science in sport to zeitgeisty writing on whether spring-born women are the most attractive.

With an impressive CV, plus profiles on Twitter and Google+, she is juggling offers from 48

journals.

Only the book chapters do not exist. She has not published any papers in peer-reviewed

journals, nor is she featured in any established academic database. Oszust means fraud in

Polish. This Dr Fraud is the beautifully crafted and wholly fictitious centrepiece of a sting

operation designed to expose the growing problems associated with pay-to-publish, open-access

journals.

The proliferation of such online journals allows scientific knowledge to be disseminated more

widely, cheaply and equitably. But alongside reputable examples flourish so-called “predatory”

journals, published primarily to fatten wallets. They feast on academia’s pervasive “publish or

perish” culture, and pose a risk to science if poor vetting regimes allow badly conducted studies

to slip past.

https://www.ft.com/science
https://www.ft.com/comment/columnists/anjana-ahuja
https://www.ft.com/comment/columnists/anjana-ahuja
http://www.nature.com/news/predatory-journals-recruit-fake-editor-1.21662
http://jefferson.libguides.com/c.php?g=250298&amp;p=1666251
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Open-access publication usually works like this: academics hand over a fee to submit an original

research paper. The fee, which can run to hundreds of dollars, covers the costs of sending the

paper out for external review by experts, and replaces subscription revenue. The publisher

pockets the fee and the academic earns a coveted place in a peer-reviewed journal.

In reality, though, the reviewing and editing at some journals is minimal to non-existent. The

researchers, who published their findings in Nature, were inspired to create Dr Fraud after

receiving multiple unsolicited invitations to join boards unrelated to their expertise.

To test just how unfussy some of these new open-access journals were, Dr Katarzyna Pisanski,

from Sussex University, and three former colleagues from the University of Wroclaw in Poland,

created a fake social media profile for Dr Anna O Szust. They sent her CV and a letter requesting

a place on the editorial board, to 360 journals. The applications went to three types of journal:

120 went to those on a widely used register meeting strict quality standards; 120 to recognised

open-access journals; and 120 to start-ups previously identified as “predatory”. Dr Szust’s

credentials, the researchers said, were “dismally inadequate”.

Reassuringly, none of the journals in the first group was taken in. Eight in the second group,

and an incredible 40 “predatory” journals, offered her a post on their editorial boards. Some

requested payment for the privilege; others asked her to organise conferences or solicit

submissions, with Dr Szust promised a cut of the proceeds. None unmasked her as a sham.

The researchers conclude: “This rise of predatory journals threatens the quality of scholarship.

Without a credible editorial board, flawed scientific papers become an increasing problem.” It is

depressingly easy to see how such journals could conceivably lead to fake science, by ladling

bogus “facts” into an expanding digital soup.

Dr Fraud follows in the imaginary footsteps of Hoss Cartwright, the invention of German

bioinformatics professor Burkhard Morgenstern. Despite a CV boasting a doctorate in Studies of

Dunnowhat, the fictitious Cartwright was appointed to five editorial boards. Prof Morgenstern

also briefly placed Borat Sagdiyev, the toe-curling Kazakh alter ego of comedian Sacha Baron

Cohen, on the board of the journal Immunology and Vaccines.

Spectral authors also haunt the scientific canon. One physicist, frustrated at having his paper

repeatedly rejected, finally saw it published after changing the title and adding a fictitious co-

author, Stronzo Bestiale. It means “total asshole” in Italian.

The writer is a science commentator

Letter in response to this column:
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“Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale 

[translation – total asshole]?” asks a post on Parolacce – the 

self-declared “only italian scientific blog on profanity” 

(http://ow.ly/DcVFI).

“A dose of mistrust would be justified: the name says it all,” the 

post continues. “Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a 

physicist in Palermo, Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious 

scientific peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of Statistical 

Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a 

meeting of American Physical Society in Monterey.”

The blog – highlighted to Times Higher Education after our story 

about the French phrase for “your mother in a leopard-skin 

G-string” being included in a paper (http://ow.ly/DevEU) – is 

written by Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the 

science monthly Focus, and it goes on to detail his investigations 

into the veracity of Mr Bestiale’s publication record.

“I tried to find this person in Italian telephone directories,” he 

says. “In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of 

them, however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or Asshole: who would 

call their own son that?)”

It turns out, unsurprisingly, that Stronzo Bestiale does not exist. 

The name appears “in the papers authored by Bill Moran and 

William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory”.

Dr Tartamella wrote to Professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him 

the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. 

He was told that while travelling on a flight to Paris, Professor 

Hoover had been sat next to two Italian women who “spoke among 

themselves, saying continually: ‘Che stronzo (what an asshole)!’, 

‘Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)’.”

The phrases stuck in Professor Hoover’s mind, so he found out 

what Stronzo Bestiale meant. He decided the name would be the 

perfect co-author for a paper that had been refused publication by 

two journals already, so he “decided to submit my papers again, 

simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author”. 

The paper was published.

Although not everyone took the joke well (the then president of 

the Italian Physical Society described it as an offence “to the entire 

Italian scientific community”), it “laid bare how vulnerable control 

systems in the review of scientific research were (and still are!)”, 

Dr Tartamella writes.

“Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale 

continues to be present as the author of publications in scientific 

databases: is it not extraordinary?”

The post was picked up by the Retraction Watch blog 

(http://ow.ly/DcYZa), which points out that “this isn’t the first time 

a scientist has added a fictional co-author to a paper to make a 

point”. “In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named 

Afghan hound, Galadriel Mirkwood, to a Journal of Experimental 

Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific 

papers.

“Hilarious as these examples are, it does prove a point that’s a 

little less fun: The scientific community needs to be on its toes 

about who (or what) is writing the papers they publish, to help 

keep merde out of the literature.”

Chris Parr

Weekly transmissions from the blogosphere

Send links to topical, insightful and quirky online comment  

by and about academics to chris.parr@tesglobal.com













The ghost of Stronzo Bestiale — and other
fake scienti�c authors

Sophie Fessl
Jan 14, 2017 · 4 min read

What do you do if one of the authors on your paper is a total asshole?

or most scientists, an asshole as co-author probably just a fact of life to get on

with. For some, it’s a joke. “Stronzo Bestiale” is co-author of two physics papers

from 1987 and, as science writer Vito Tartamella found out , the man who’s name

means “total asshole” in Italian, has a secret — he doesn’t exist.

Vito Tartamella, an Italian science writer, uncovered Stronzo Bestiale’s secret in

October 2014 when Tartamella, who had written a book on surnames, decided to

investigate the scientist’s rather unusual surname. As Tartamella discovered, several

Italians are “assholes”, but a Stronzo Bestiale cannot be found in any phone books of

Italy. Tartamella contacted the then Chancellor of the University of Palermo, where

Bestiale supposedly worked when publishing the 1987 paper in the Journal of

Statistical Physics — to find out that no Stronzo Bestiale existed there at the time. On

his sleuth, Tartamella finally contacted one of the other authors of Bestiale’s papers,

William G. Hoover. Before retiring, Hoover had worked at the Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory at the University of California. And so the true story of Stronzo

Bestiale came to light: In the 1980s, William G. Hoover developed a new

computational technique, called non-equilibrium molecular dynamics.

F
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And this is how a total asshole made it onto three
physics papers.

But his papers were rejected by the major physics journals, in his words because they

contained “too innovative ideas”. On a plane, he overheard two Italian women talking

about “Stronzo bestiale” and “che stronzo (what an asshole)”. When an Italian

colleague explained to Hoover what it meant, Hoover decided that “Stronzo Bestiale”

would make the ideal co-author for his rejected publications. Hoover changed the title,

added Stronzo Bestiale to the list of authors — and the papers were published. And

this is how a total asshole made it onto three physics papers.

One of Bestiale’s papers, in the Journal of Statistical Physics, even has 167 citations

according to Google Scholar. And the somewhat successful physicist even has a listing

on Scopus, a large citation and abstract database for peer-reviewed research literature.

Scopus lists Bestiale as researcher at the Institute for Experimental Physics at the

University of Vienna, also the affiliation of Bestiale’s second 1987 paper in the Journal

of Chemical Physics. Sadly, there is no entry for Stronzo Bestiale in the phone directory

of the University of Vienna, and also the Institute for Experimental Physics seems

unaware of the ghost researcher residing in its midst.

Eventually, door number 354 carried the plate:
“Prof. A. Kabelschacht”.

tronzo Bestiale is not the only “ghost” who has sneaked into scientific papers.

The Max Planck Institute for Physics in Munich has its own prolific fictional

researcher, Prof. Alois Kabelschacht. Apparently, in the 1970s, all rooms at the MPI

were designated with room number and the name of the researcher working in the

office. No research was, however, carried out behind door number 354: it was where

the cable duct was hidden. And with German orderliness, the room was duly named

“Kabelschacht”, the German term for cable duct. This gave rise to the running gag

among employees that, if any problems arise, they could go talk to Mister

Kabelschacht. At the MPI, only professors’ nameplates carried their titles, e.g. Prof.

Heisenberg. Eventually, also the office of visiting professors were marked with Prof.

And over time, employees at the MPI decided that also Mister Kabelschacht deserved a

title for being so helpful in their discussions. Eventually, door number 354 carried the

S



plate: “Prof. A. Kabelschacht”. And now that Kabelschacht was professor, MPI

members decided that he should also publish papers. Prof. Kabelschacht’s first co-

authored paper was with Peter Breitenlohner in 1979 in Nuclear Physics B. This paper

was followed by several others, including one written only by Alois Kabelschacht in

1987 on a method now used in the programming language LaTeX. In contrast to

Stronzo Bestiale, Prof Alois Kabelschacht’s research is still going strong: in 2008, “Prof.

Alois Kabelschacht” published a paper on high energy physics, again in Nuclear Physics

B. And you can befriend Kabelschacht on Facebook, though he’s sadly not been active

since 2014.

t’s not just ghost researchers who make it onto the author lists of scientific papers.

Andre Geim, one of the 2010 Physics Nobel laureates, famously published a paper

together with H.A.M.S.ter Tisha, his hamster. Polly Matzinger, a French immunologist,

used Galadriel Mirkwood, her Afghan Hound, as co-author of one of her early

publications. According to Ted Anton, author of the book Bold Science, Matzinger did

so as she didn’t want to write in the passive voice usual for scientific papers but also felt

too insecure to write in the first person “I” as the sole author of the paper. With

Galadriel’s help, she got around it, and got to write: “we report here…”.

So, what do you do if one of your co-authors is a total asshole? Maybe check that he

isn’t a Sicilian physicist who has been hiding since 1987…
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La historia de cómo “Stronzo Bestiale” consiguió publicar dos
artículos científicos sin existir siquiera.

Captura de la página dedicada a Stronzo Bestiale en Scopus./Foto: anónimo

Ignacio Crespo
Última actualización:06-05-2020 | 18:02 H/

Creada:06-05-2020 | 02:45 H

https://www.larazon.es/ciencia/20200506/krlr5sdcunhi7l6psdjfpssjty.html
https://www.larazon.es/sociedad/20200901/375s6xb7jrew7bsr735nhgjmry.html
https://www.larazon.es/ciencia
https://www.larazon.es/autor/icrespo/
https://www.larazon.es/hemeroteca/20200506/


Todos hemos tenido compañeros de trabajo algo irritantes y conocemos a gente que no
merece la suerte profesional que ha tenido. Puede que incluso les hayamos adjudicado
algún mote ofensivo a sus espaldas. Es natural. Sin embargo, imagina que de repente, el
trabajo de una de esas personas apareciera firmado con esos mismos motes malsonantes.
Un papel oficial coronado por un sonoro “Completo Gilipollas”. Se hace duro hasta de
leer. Sin embargo, existe un documento así, o, mejor dicho: dos.

Se trata de un par de artículos científicos publicados en prestigiosas y sesudas revistas de
física. En su cabecera puedes ver “Stronzo Bestiale” o “S. Bestiale” que traducido del
italiano sería algo así como “Completo Gilipollas”. Siempre como tercer autor, un puesto
modesto pero apreciado; sobre todo teniendo en cuenta que esas dos revistas pertenecen
a lo que se conoce como primer cuartil, lo cual significa que están entre la cuarta parte
más famosa de todas las revistas de su disciplina. Cuantas más publicaciones tengas y en
mejores revistas estén más posibilidades hay de que consigas una beca o una plaza fija. Es
el sueño de cualquier investigador y extrañamente, el señor Bestiale hizo pleno. De dos
artículos publicados, dos que han salido en revistas líder de su campo. ¿Cómo es posible?
¿Quién es ese genio de tan desafortunado nombre? La respuesta deja en muy mal lugar,
no a sus padres, sino a las revistas científicas.

El misterio del Completo Gilipollas

Las mismas dudas que están pasando por tu cabeza son las que sintió Vito Tartamella en
2014, cuando la firma de Stronzo se cruzó en su vida. Cualquier otra persona con
conocimientos de italiano se habría reído un rato con la casualidad y habría continuado
con sus cosas, pero ese no era el caso de Tartamella. Resulta que aquel hombre se había
vuelto un experto en nombres italianos tras publicar un libro sobre el tema y no le sonaba
que existiera ningún Stronzo. Tartamella y aquel misterio parecían estar hechos el uno
para el otro.

Así pues, el experto decidió empezar empleando la herramienta más básica del detective,
el listín telefónico. Al parecer había unos cuantos apellidados Bestiale, y algún que otro
Stronzieto, pero ningún Stronzo y mucho menos Stronzo Bestiale, lo cual tiene cierto
sentido, pues ¿qué padres llamarían así a su hijo? Aquello era extraño. De repente,
Tartamella se encontraba persiguiendo a un fantasma.

Nada parecía tener sentido. Si no existía ¿cómo era posible que aquel hombre hubiera
podido publicar un artículo? O, lo que es más, que acumulara más de 152 citas (176 ahora)
Las citas son una de las formas en que se valora la calidad del trabajo de un científico. Es
un sistema algo perverso que no distingue si están hablando de ti para elogiar tu trabajo o
para criticarlo, porque lo único que cuenta es que la gente hable. En cualquier caso, 152
era un número más que decente para solo tener dos artículos. El misterio no se podía
quedar así, por lo que Tartamella sacó la segunda herramienta del detective: el correo.



Captura del Scopus de Stronzo Bestiale mostrando sus dos artículos publicados./Foto: anónimo

Doctor Hoover, supongo

Nuestro protagonista estaba decidido. Encendió el correo y comenzó a redactar un correo
dirigido al doctor Hoover, aparentemente el investigador principal de los dos artículos
publicados por Stronzo. Es más, en un tercer artículo de Hoover había un apartado de
agradecimientos donde resaltaba la influencia que el Dr. Bestiale había tenido en su
trabajo. No era descabellado pensar que esos dos eran conocidos, o incluso buenos
amigos, así que ¿quién mejor para deshacer este entuerto?

Agradecimientos en los que Hoover se refiere al señor Bestiale diciendo lo siguiente: "Las
conversaciones con Daan Frenkel y S. Bestiale fueron particularmente útiles.[...]"/Foto: anónimo

La respuesta de Hoover no tardó en llegar, pero, desde luego, no era lo que Tartamella
esperaba. Al parecer, en aquella época él y su equipo estaban desarrollando una nueva
técnica computacional que permitiría simular sistemas biológicos complejos como la
manera en que algunas moléculas se pliegan dando forma a su estructura, o el
intercambio de sustancias de las células con el medio, a través de su membrana. Sin
embargo, por aquel entonces se trataba de un campo bastante nuevo y disruptivo y que se
apoyaba en áreas dispares de la física y las matemáticas. En otras palabras, era lo
suficientemente innovador como que su publicación diera problemas.

Cuando un equipo de investigación envía un artículo a la revista donde quieren
publicarlo, lo mejor que pueden hacer es ponerse a trabajar en otra cosa mientras esperan
la respuesta. Su aprobación es un proceso lento, y no solo por la burocracia, sino porque
depende de que la revista encuentre a expertos sin conflictos de intereses, que puedan
valorar la calidad del artículo en cuestión. Es lo que se conoce como revisión por pares y
en ella cada experto da su opinión justificando por qué considera que ha de aceptarse o



rechazarse el artículo, indicando las cosas que ve necesario cambiar o cualquier
sugerencia que tenga para mejorar el trabajo. Aparte de esto, el editor de la revista se
reserva el derecho a decidir si les interesa el artículo independientemente de su calidad.
En resumen, las modas afectan a qué artículos se publican y cómo lo hacen.

Volviendo al Doctor Hoover, según relata él mismo, presentó un artículo sobre esta nueva
técnica computacional a dos revistas (Physical Review Letters y Journal of Statistical
Physics), pero ambas lo rechazaron alegando que era “demasiado innovador”. Por
supuesto, no sabemos si esa fue la única crítica, pero tenemos un dato incluso más
interesante. Ante la negativa, Hoover decidió rebelarse y se dispuso a reenviar el artículo,
pero con dos ligeros cambios. El primero fue el título, que sustituyo por algo más
comedido. El segundo fue añadir a un nuevo autor, para evitar sospechas. Pero ¿quién?
¿A quién poner para que compartiera el mérito con el doctor Bill Moran y él?

¿Qué significa qué? Pues mucho mejor

Dándole vueltas a aquello, le vino a la mente la conversación que había interceptado
volando a París. Dos mujeres de avanzada edad estaban hablando en italiano sobre
alguien y no dejaban de repetir airadamente “stronzo” y “stronzo bestiale”. Hoover debió
de pensar que se trataba del nombre del individuo en cuestión, pero antes de usarlo
decidió confirmarlo, no fuera a estar cometiendo un error. Al preguntarle a un amigo
italohablante, este se rió y le tradujo la expresión. Aquello habría hecho cambiar la
decisión de cualquiera, pero no la de Hoover, que, reafirmado en su postura contestataria
envió el artículo por segunda vez.

Curiosamente, la misma revista que había rechazado sus ideas unos meses antes, ahora la
había aceptado de buen grado. Sin críticas serias ni apenas sugerencias. En unos meses
Stronzo Bestiale lucía como coautor de un paper en, ni más ni menos que Journal of
Statistical Physics. La subjetividad de los editores había quedado expuesta y no solo eso,
sino que les habían colado un buen gol, porque habían aprobado el trabajo de una
persona inexistente, alguien que bien podría ser un fraude, pues se declaraba trabajador
de una universidad que no había oído hablar de él y poseedor de un título que,
evidentemente, no tenía. Para Hoover aquello era un quod erat demostrandum en toda
regla y para Tartamella un gran artículo con el que descubrir el pastel. A fin de cuentas,
Hoover ya estaba jubilado y no tenía gran cosa que perder.



Comunicado en que Joel L. Lebowitz, editor del Journal of Statistical Physics, se disculpa ante los
lectores por no haber detectado la "estupidez" de los dos autores./Foto: anónimo

Por supuesto, cuando los responsables de la revista se enteraron pusieron el grito en el
cielo y rogaron disculpas. Incluso algunos investigadores italianos llegaron a tomarlo
como una ofensa hacia su trabajo. En resumen, la maniobra de Hoover no pasó
desapercibida y se suma al gran número de casos en que el aparentemente estricto corte
de las revistas científicas muestra sus sesgos más humanos. Lo cual nos lleva a reflexionar
sobre lo importante que es leer todo en profundidad antes de formarse una opinión. Que
algo se publique en Nature o Science no avala automáticamente todas sus afirmaciones,
recordemos la cantidad de artículos cuestionables que han publicado estas revistas, como
fue el caso de la memoria del agua.

Desconfiemos de todo, busquemos las fuentes, indaguemos cómo se ha obtenido tal o cual
información y entendamos que tener una opinión válida es costoso en tiempo. Cuanto
menos invirtamos en formarla, menos valdrá lo que tengamos que decir.

QUE NO TE LA CUELEN:

No todo lo que se publica en una revista científica de prestigio es bueno ni todo lo
que se descarta es malo. Para determinar esto hay que indagar en las características
y los resultados del estudio, porque el criterio de las revistas tiene sesgos y sigue
modas, como es natural.
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There are certain places where you'd expect to find jokes -- comedy clubs, Cracked.com, everything

Breitbart publishes -- and certain places where you wouldn't: cancer wards, the Holocaust Museum,

Cracked.com (if you're one of those jerks). But even the most serious efforts need to break the

tension once in a while, so we wind up with ...
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The element plutonium was discovered by Glenn Seaborg and his team in 1941, but he wasn't

allowed to tell the world about his groundbreaking discovery at the time, because the USA was

using it to develop the atomic bomb. The government decided that the fun secret ingredient for

nuclear apocalypse should probably stay, well ... secret, so all references to sinister plutonium in the

5 The Fart Joke Hidden In The Periodic Table
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Manhattan Project were swapped out for benign copper. And that's why, to this day, enthusiastic but

misguided science fans -- you can tell they love science by their trucks full of beakers and chemicals

-- sometimes strip abandoned buildings for copper wire.

PublicDomainPictures/Pixabay

 

Then get strip searched when arrested by the coppers.

After the war ended, they were finally allowed to publish the existence of the 94th element, and

Seaborg, its discoverer, was given the honor of naming it. Chemists at the time occasionally named

elements after planets, the most recent being neptunium, so nobody blinked when Seaborg went

ahead and called his element plutonium. But he did it primarily so that plutonium's abbreviation on

the Periodic Table would be "Pu" -- it should've logically been "Pl," but Seaborg was oddly insistent

about the abbreviation, because plutonium smells like butt, and also because Seaborg was a giant

man-child and we love him for it.
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He also discovered piss-tassium and barfanese.

Seaborg assumed that the committee would swiftly reject the proposal, and chide him for his

immaturity, but the prank slipped right through, and was accepted as the official chemical symbol.

And that's how Seaborg was granted a Nobel Prize for the world's most epic fart joke.

NASA

The Apollo 11 mission landed human beings on the moon for the first time. It was a serious,

important, somber affair ... run largely by computer nerds, and hence, full of juvenile humor. In July

2016, someone dumped the entire source code for the Apollo 11 command module into the public

domain, and space geeks got an eyeful of all the "TRASHY LITTLE SUBROUTINES" and '60s culture

references the programmers left hidden between lines of the Apollo code. For example, the lunar

module's landing sequence was coded "FLAGORGY."
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Also, a note reading "WE FAKED THIS WHOLE THING."

4 The Coded Jokes That Littered The Apollo 11 Mission
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If the radar antenna was out of place upon landing, the code included a command to "crank the silly

thing around," and after someone had achieved the monumentally dangerous task of fixing it,

another cheeky command instructed the astronauts to "see if he's lying" before proceeding.

NASA

 

"Roger. Commencing cranking of silly thing. Over."

It's actually heartwarming to know that, even in the pure and noble pursuit of scientific advancement

for all mankind, there's always time to stop and just screw around for a bit.
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In November 1975, physics professors Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard published a

groundbreaking paper on particle physics that is still being referenced today. The paper made

Hetherington a minor celebrity in the physics world, and folks were understandably eager to also

track down co-author and assumed genius, F. D. C. Willard. That proved more difficult than they

thought, not because Willard was some Tesla-style introverted prodigy, but because he was a cat.

Not like "a hip cat." An actual housecat.
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"That's Professor Actual Housecat to you, pal."

Soooo ... maybe check the crawlspace?

See, when Hetherington put together his research paper -- on his own, it turned out -- he used the

royal "we" throughout the article, something we personally just can't stand. Physical Review Letters

refused to publish the article as written, on the basis that there was only one credited author, and

without proper grammar, what are we but cavemen, flailing ineffectually through the universe until

we crap out and die? So Hetherington, rather than rewrite the paper, took the lazy way out and

simply credited a second researcher -- his cat, Willard.

Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard

 

Really his "signature" should have been a tip-off.

3 The Brilliant Physicist Who Could Lick His Own Genitals
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In 1987, American physicist William Hoover had a paper rejected by the editors of two different

publications. Convinced that his staggering work of heartbreaking genius could only have been

dismissed for being "too innovative," Hoover resubmitted his work, changing only the title and co-

crediting a fictional researcher named Prof. Stronzo Bestiale.

2 The Important Research Of Professor Total Asshole

https://github.com/chrislgarry/Apollo-11/blob/master/Luminary099/THE_LUNAR_LANDING.agc#L245
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:As11-40-5886.jpg
http://journals.aps.org/prl/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevLett.35.1442
http://www.sciencealert.com/in-1975-a-cat-co-authored-a-physics-paper
http://xkeys.com/PIAboutUs/jacks/FDCWillard.php
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FDC_Willard_-_lapa.svg
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Authoring it "Dr. Fakey VonFakename" would have been too obvious.

"Stronzo bestiale" is Italian for (approximately) "total asshole." Nobody even noticed the esteemed

work of Professor Total Asshole until 2011, when a writer contacted Hoover to ask about the elusive

Prof. Bestiale, to which Hoover replied that he had heard the phrase spoken by two Italian women

during a flight, and decided that it sounded like a good name for a physicist. The joke went

unnoticed for so long that Hoover and Bestiale actually had a bit of a career together, although it's

rumored that only Hoover would work with him, since Bestiale could be a bit of a ... prick.

champja/iStock

 

Also rumored that he got his PhD from Brown University.

DariuszSankowski/Pixabay

Obviously, the easiest place to slip a joke into a research paper is right there in the title. The folks

over at Slate have put together an extensive collection of research papers whose authors clearly

reached way harder for puns than they did for scientific greatness. For example, this article on the

various things you apparently don't want to find coming out of your pee-hole, creatively titled: "From

Urethra With Shove: Bladder Foreign Bodies. A Case Report And Review."

In 2008, researchers did a study on neck injuries experienced by head bangers, and titled the article

"Stuck Between Rock And A Hard Bass." A 2011 psychological study into the positive consequences

of pet ownership was titled "Friends With Benefits," which we sure hope was a joke. Another article

published in the British Medical Journal noted that, while anecdotal evidence has suggested that the

use of a parachute can mitigate death when falling from a great height, no scientific studies have

ever been done to prove it. So they did that admittedly unnecessary study, and titled it "Parachute

Use To Prevent Death And Major Trauma Related To Gravitational Challenge."

skeeze/Pixabay

1 The Long, Long History Of Academic Articles And Puns

http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/234973832_Dense-fluid_Lyapunov_spectra_via_constrained_molecular_dynamics
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227008038_Diffusion_in_a_periodic_Lorentz_gas
http://www.williamhoover.info/Monterey.pdf
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2015/12/the_best_funny_clever_or_offensive_science_paper_titles.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1532-5415.2006.00876.x/full
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/discoblog/2010/05/26/ncbi-rofl-head-and-neck-injury-risks-in-heavy-metal-head-bangers-stuck-between-rock-and-a-hard-bass/#.WEmPpoUqqUf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21728449
http://www.bmj.com/content/327/7429/1459.abstract


 

Pictured: Research

In 2014, someone noticed that a surprisingly high number of economics articles were written by co-

authors who shared the same surname. They recruited four unrelated economists, all with the last

name "Goodman," to do a study on the phenomenon , and titled it "A Few Goodmen: Surname-

Sharing Economist Coauthors."

Finally, there was the 1974 article, published in the Journal Of Applied Behavior Analysis, by

researcher Dennis Upper. It was titled "The Unsuccessful Self-Treatment Of A Case Of Writer's

Block." At the risk of charges of plagiarism, we've decided to reprint the entire article here as it

appears in the journal:

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

 

...

Mr. Yee would like to thank Prof. Stronzo Bestiale for his help in getting this article past the editors.

Watch Mr. Yee take down the stupidest news headlines on Facebook, and get ready for his

upcoming science and philosophy blog.

2016 is almost over. Yes the endless, rotten shit hurricane of a year which took away Bowie,

Prince and Florence Henderson and gave us Trump, Harambe and the Zika virus is finally

drawing to a close. So, to give this bitch a proper viking funeral, Jack O'Brien and the crew,

which includes Dan O'Brien, Alex Schmidt, and comedian Caitlin Gill, are going to send out 2016

with Cracked's year in review in review. They'll rectify where every other year-in-review goes

wrong by giving some much needed airtime to the positive stories from the 2016 and shedding

light on the year's most important stories that got overlooked. Get your tickets here.

For more hidden jokes, check out The Filthiest Joke Ever Hidden In A Children's Movie and 20

Hilarious Dirty Jokes Hidden In Pop Culture.

http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/joshuagoodman/files/goodmans.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1311997/pdf/jaba00061-0143a.pdf
http://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/TheUmbrascitor/
https://sunset.ucbtheatre.com/performance/50819
http://www.cracked.com/quick-fixes/the-filthiest-joke-ever-hidden-in-childrens-movie/
http://www.cracked.com/photoplasty_1960_20-r-rated-jokes-hiding-in-pop-culture


January takes forever to get through�

The most unpleasant weather of the

year comes in January and February� but

at least February is short and full of

holidays� If you’re having a little trouble

keeping your spirits up� try some of

these incredibly focused and sometimes

bizarre blogs that will open a door to a

new subject for you�

9 Niche Blogs to Brighten Your Winter

BY MISS CELLANIA

JANUARY 22, 2015

M E N U


https://mentalfloss.com/authors/12058/Miss-Cellania
https://mentalfloss.com/


1. Hot People on Jeopardy!

I may be weird� but when I watch the

game show Jeopardy! �which I do

infrequently� I consider it a challenge

to see how I stack up against the

contestants �and occasionally as an

opportunity to show o� in front of my

kids� But there are people who watch

the show to admire the contestants for

h l k h bl
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their looks� The blog 

Hot People on ‘Jeopardy!’records the

more attractive contests for sharing�

discussion� and posterity� But no matter

who the contestants are� or how hot

they are� fans of the show and the blog

reserve their greatest admiration for

host Alex Trebek�

2. Star Trek Fact Check

Science �ction fans of all kinds love to

compare their knowledge of trivia and

history regarding their favorite

universe� and having a story that few

others know brings status among geeks�

As these stories are passed around� they

tend to grow and change� even if they

were born of truth� The Star Trek

universe is full of such stories� as it has

been around for almost �� years� The

blog Star Trek Fact Check was born to

unearth the truth behind the

production of Star Trek� The Original

Series� However� the other� later Star

http://jeopardyhotties.tumblr.com/
http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/


Series� However� the other� later Star

Trek TV series are often in

consideration as well� In a recent post�

the author conducts an epic

deconstruction of a magazine issue

devoted to Star Trek history� A sample�

Claim� It wasn�t until the �rst

episode of the second season�

�The Trouble with Tribbles��

that the �Klingon� race began

to emerge as the perfect foil

to Kirk and Co� �Page ���

Verdict� False� The Klingons�

established in season one�s

�Errand of Mercy�� �rst re�

appeared in season two�s

�Friday�s Child�� the third

episode produced for the

second season and the

eleventh to air� The Klingons

actually make their third

appearance on Star Trek in

�The Trouble with Tribbles��

which was the �fteenth

episode aired during season

two� and the thirteenth

produced� As for the �rst

episode of the second season�

�Amok Time� was the �rst

episode to be aired in season

two� and �Catspaw� was the

http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/2014/12/fact-check-cbs-watch-magazine-star-trek.html


�rst produced�

Star Trek Fact Check goes where no

man has gone before in the search for

the truth� This blog could keep you busy

for weeks�

3. NYC 1981

The blog NYC� ���� focuses only on the

city of New York� and only on the year

����� There is no dearth of material�

after all� the city’s newspapers were

�lled every day� The blog was set up to

promote the movie A Most Violent Year�

The fact that it’s a promotional blog

doesn’t make it any less interesting� as

the subject matter could well stand on

its own�

New York City� ����� It is a

time that contributed

massively to culture as we

know it today� but a place

where you would probably not

want to raise your children�

http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/
http://1981.nyc/
http://amostviolentyear.com/


Pulsing with chaotic energy

and apparent lawlessness� the

city was in a fragile state with

a total of ������� felonies

committed in �� short

months� It was an era where

the line between good and

evil often seemed blurred�

and an individual’s success

was a testament to their

persistence� But there were

�ssures of creativity and light

in the city’s asphalt crust� and

remarkable moments in

cultural history happened on

the regular�

It was the year that Fort Apache� The

Bronx was �lmed amid protests against

the production� the city’s sanitation

department went on strike in

December� and hip�hop music was in its

infancy� There’s also retro media�

pro�les of neighborhoods� and plenty of

gra�ti�

4. Cemetery Travel

http://1981.nyc/joe-conzo-fort-apache-bronx/
http://1981.nyc/christmas-trash-strike-1981/
http://1981.nyc/exactly-j-walter-negro/


The web is full of travel blogs� but how

many focus on graveyards? 

Cemetery Travel� Adventures in

Graveyards Around the World

is your go�to site for destination

cemeteries� Or maybe you already have

a destination� and need to �ll out your

tourism schedule� Honestly� many cities

have cemetery tours� because those

places are part of their history� and one

area that usually isn’t in danger of

destruction or renovation� And many of

them are breathtakingly beautiful� You

could learn a lot from perusing this

blog�

5. Profanity

Photograph by Flickr user Chris Hardie.

Vito Tartamella keeps an Italian blog

called Parolacce� In English� that’s

Profanity� and yes� it’s all about

http://cemeterytravel.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chrishardie/14118722237/
http://www.parolacce.org/


y� y �

swearing and bad language� We are

lucky it’s available in several languages

�the translation button is to the right��

You might want to wait until you are in

the privacy of your home before reading

it�

6. Abandoned CDs

Abandoned CDs is a British blog that is

exactly what it says on the tin� Each

entry is a photograph of a discarded CD�

along with information on the date and

place it was found� plus a little research

on its contents� That’s all�

7. Drunk J. Crew

http://abandonedcds.blogspot.co.uk/


Have you ever noticed that the models

in the J� Crew catalog look drunk? I

haven’t either� as I don’t shop for

clothing until I have no choice� But

ethics professor Jen Ellison noticed�

and with a few captions that you’ve

heard before from drunk friends�

created the blog Drunk J� Crew� The

blog is fairly new� but I can see it lasting

a while because there’s got to be a lot of

raw material available� And it became a

hit so fast that people started 

passing o� Ellison’s work as their own�

There’s plenty to laugh at in the single

pictures� the photo essays� and even 

an occasional video� 

8. The Worst Cat

Here’s a single�subject blog that won’t

http://drunkjcrew.tumblr.com/
http://www.dailydot.com/lol/drunk-j-crew-behind-the-scenes/
http://drunkjcrew.tumblr.com/post/101700240490/yoo-guys-the-the-second-city-network-made-a-movie


tax your time� The Worst Cat has many

pictures of this “wet cat�” which is yes�

clearly a baby hippopotamus� but let’s

not ruin the joke for the author�

This is the best cat if you like

your cats to be really sweaty

and footballshaped and

disgusting

The testimonials at the bottom of the

endless scroll get to the heart of the

matter�

9. I Quant NY

If the �rst entry on New York City in

this list appealed to a sense of nostalgia�

the second one will appeal to

mathematicians and graph geeks� 

I Quant NY is where statistics meets

http://worstcats.tumblr.com/
http://iquantny.tumblr.com/


I Quant NY is where statistics meets

the Big Apple� There are many sources

for the data that goes into this blog�

resulting in posts about everything

from the most�blocked driveways to

how close the nearest Starbucks is to

getting the best deal on a Metrocard�

See more niche blogs in our 

previous posts�

Miss Cellania  Niche-Blogs
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5 Really Stupid Jokes Hidden In Really Smart Places

By  Teddem Yee ·  Stronzo Bestiale ·

December 09, 2016

·

451,116 views

There are certain places where you'd expect to find jokes -- comedy clubs, Cracked.com, everything Breitbart publishes -- and certain places where you wouldn't:
cancer wards, the Holocaust Museum, Cracked.com (if you're one of those jerks). But even the most serious efforts need to break the tension once in a while, so we
wind up with ...

5

The Fart Joke Hidden In The Periodic Table

Eyematrix/iStock

The element plutonium was discovered by Glenn Seaborg and his team in 1941, but he wasn't allowed to tell the world about his groundbreaking discovery at the
time, because the USA was using it to develop the atomic bomb. The government decided that the fun secret ingredient for nuclear apocalypse should probably stay,
well ... secret, so all references to sinister plutonium in the Manhattan Project were swapped out for benign copper. And that's why, to this day, enthusiastic but
misguided science fans -- you can tell they love science by their trucks full of beakers and chemicals -- sometimes strip abandoned buildings for copper wire.

PublicDomainPictures/PixabayThen get strip searched when arrested by the coppers.

After the war ended, they were finally allowed to publish the existence of the 94th element, and Seaborg, its discoverer, was given the honor of naming it. Chemists at
the time occasionally named elements after planets, the most recent being neptunium, so nobody blinked when Seaborg went ahead and called his element
plutonium. But he did it primarily so that plutonium's abbreviation on the Periodic Table would be "Pu" -- it should've logically been "Pl," but Seaborg was oddly
insistent about the abbreviation, because plutonium smells like butt, and also because Seaborg was a giant man-child and we love him for it.

Svyatoslav/PixabayHe also discovered piss-tassium and barfanese.

↓ Continue Reading Below

Seaborg assumed that the committee would swiftly reject the proposal, and chide him for his immaturity, but the prank slipped right through, and was accepted as the
official chemical symbol. And that's how Seaborg was granted a Nobel Prize for the world's most epic fart joke.

4

The Coded Jokes That Littered The Apollo 11 Mission

NASA

The Apollo 11 mission landed human beings on the moon for the first time. It was a serious, important, somber affair ... run largely by computer nerds, and hence, full
of juvenile humor. In July 2016, someone dumped the entire source code for the Apollo 11 command module into the public domain, and space geeks got an eyeful of
all the "TRASHY LITTLE SUBROUTINES" and '60s culture references the programmers left hidden between lines of the Apollo code. For example, the lunar module's
landing sequence was coded "FLAGORGY."

GithubAlso, a note reading "WE FAKED THIS WHOLE THING."

If the radar antenna was out of place upon landing, the code included a command to "crank the silly thing around," and after someone had achieved the monumentally
dangerous task of fixing it, another cheeky command instructed the astronauts to "see if he's lying" before proceeding.

NASA"Roger. Commencing cranking of silly thing. Over."

↓ Continue Reading Below

It's actually heartwarming to know that, even in the pure and noble pursuit of scientific advancement for all mankind, there's always time to stop and just screw around
for a bit.

3

The Brilliant Physicist Who Could Lick His Own Genitals

TeamK/Pixabay

In November 1975, physics professors Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard published a groundbreaking paper on particle physics that is still being referenced
today. The paper made Hetherington a minor celebrity in the physics world, and folks were understandably eager to also track down co-author and assumed genius,
F. D. C. Willard. That proved more difficult than they thought, not because Willard was some Tesla-style introverted prodigy, but because he was a cat. Not like "a hip
cat." An actual housecat.

PDPics/Pixabay"That's Professor Actual Housecat to you, pal."

Soooo ... maybe check the crawlspace?
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See, when Hetherington put together his research paper -- on his own, it turned out -- he used the royal "we" throughout the article, something we personally just can't
stand. Physical Review Letters refused to publish the article as written, on the basis that there was only one credited author, and without proper grammar, what are we
but cavemen, flailing ineffectually through the universe until we crap out and die? So Hetherington, rather than rewrite the paper, took the lazy way out and simply
credited a second researcher -- his cat, Willard.

Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. WillardReally his "signature" should have been a tip-off.

↓ Continue Reading Below

2

The Important Research Of Professor Total Asshole

Hans/Pixabay

In 1987, American physicist William Hoover had a paper rejected by the editors of two different publications. Convinced that his staggering work of heartbreaking
genius could only have been dismissed for being "too innovative," Hoover resubmitted his work, changing only the title and co-crediting a fictional researcher named
Prof. Stronzo Bestiale.

PublicDomainPictures/PixabayAuthoring it "Dr. Fakey VonFakename" would have been too obvious.

"Stronzo bestiale" is Italian for (approximately) "total asshole." Nobody even noticed the esteemed work of Professor Total Asshole until 2011, when a writer contacted
Hoover to ask about the elusive Prof. Bestiale, to which Hoover replied that he had heard the phrase spoken by two Italian women during a flight, and decided that it
sounded like a good name for a physicist. The joke went unnoticed for so long that Hoover and Bestiale actually had a bit of a career together, although it's rumored
that only Hoover would work with him, since Bestiale could be a bit of a ... prick.

champja/iStockAlso rumored that he got his PhD from Brown University.

↓ Continue Reading Below

1

The Long, Long History Of Academic Articles And Puns

DariuszSankowski/Pixabay

Obviously, the easiest place to slip a joke into a research paper is right there in the title. The folks over at Slate have put together an extensive collection of research
papers whose authors clearly reached way harder for puns than they did for scientific greatness. For example, this article on the various things you apparently don't
want to find coming out of your pee-hole, creatively titled: "From Urethra With Shove: Bladder Foreign Bodies. A Case Report And Review."

In 2008, researchers did a study on neck injuries experienced by head bangers, and titled the article "Stuck Between Rock And A Hard Bass." A 2011 psychological
study into the positive consequences of pet ownership was titled "Friends With Benefits," which we sure hope was a joke. Another article published in the British
Medical Journal noted that, while anecdotal evidence has suggested that the use of a parachute can mitigate death when falling from a great height, no scientific
studies have ever been done to prove it. So they did that admittedly unnecessary study, and titled it "Parachute Use To Prevent Death And Major Trauma Related To
Gravitational Challenge."

skeeze/PixabayPictured: Research

In 2014, someone noticed that a surprisingly high number of economics articles were written by co-authors who shared the same surname. They recruited four
unrelated economists, all with the last name "Goodman," to do a study on the phenomenon , and titled it "A Few Goodmen: Surname-Sharing Economist Coauthors."

Finally, there was the 1974 article, published in the Journal Of Applied Behavior Analysis, by researcher Dennis Upper. It was titled "The Unsuccessful Self-Treatment
Of A Case Of Writer's Block." At the risk of charges of plagiarism, we've decided to reprint the entire article here as it appears in the journal:

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov...

Mr. Yee would like to thank Prof. Stronzo Bestiale for his help in getting this article past the editors. Watch Mr. Yee take down the stupidest news headlines on
Facebook, and get ready for his upcoming science and philosophy blog.

2016 is almost over. Yes the endless, rotten shit hurricane of a year which took away Bowie, Prince and Florence Henderson and gave us Trump, Harambe
and the Zika virus is finally drawing to a close. So, to give this bitch a proper viking funeral, Jack O'Brien and the crew, which includes Dan O'Brien, Alex
Schmidt, and comedian Caitlin Gill, are going to send out 2016 with Cracked's year in review in review. They'll rectify where every other year-in-review
goes wrong by giving some much needed airtime to the positive stories from the 2016 and shedding light on the year's most important stories that got
overlooked. Get your tickets here.

For more hidden jokes, check out The Filthiest Joke Ever Hidden In A Children's Movie and 20 Hilarious Dirty Jokes Hidden In Pop Culture.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel, and check out 7 Horrifying Things Snuck into Popular Children's Cartoons, and other videos you won't see on the site!

Follow us on Facebook, because we have a Japanese golfing joke to tell you.
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Science paper written by 'Total Asshole'

14-ott-2014 | Times LIVE

Science writer Vito Tartamella has raised questions about the existence of one Stronzo

Bestiale, a name found in a few scientific journals.

 Bum. File photo.

Photograph by: Gallo Images/Thinkstock

"

"

The name means 'Total Asshole', according to Tartamella (http://retractionwatch.com/2014/10/09/should-papers-

be-retracted-if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole/).

The supposed Palermo, Sicily physicist co-authored papers in the Journal of Statistical Physics, the Journal of

Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American Physical Society in Monterey.

The name caught Tartamella's eye when he was doing research for his book on surnames, and the writer decided

to see if it was real.

He immediately turned to Italy's phone book - only to find no such person listed.

The then Chancellor of the University of Palermo, Ignazio Melisenda Giambertoni also didn't know a Stronzo

Bestiale (or at least, not one with that as their actual name.)

It turns out that Bestiale was invented by two American researchers, Bill Moran and William G. Hoover after

publishers kept rejecting their papers.

"I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused publication. So I decided to

submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author. And the researches were

published," Hoover told Tartamella.

~ o O o ~

TimesLIVE - Print Article http://www.timeslive.co.za/scitech/2014/10/14/science-paper-written-b...
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Data Analysis MERDA

merda Latin (slang, vulgar) dung, excrement, shit �
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Bismuth nanotubes BiNT

copper nanotubes ��CuNT

cunt English (vulgar, countable) The female genitalia, especially the vulva.
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Par Sylvestre Huet
Journaliste à Libération

rechercher

Exceptionnellement,  le  Net  de  sciences  du
vendredi paraît le samedi, et est très court...  la
faute à Sciences en marche qui m'a trop occupé
cette semaine et hier. 

�  Le  gouvernement  japonais  a  levé  l'ordre
d'évacuation du petit village de Kawauchi, annonce l'Ambassade
de  France  au  Japon,  dans  les  environs  de  la  centrale  de
Fukushima Daiichi. La mesure a pris effet le 1er octobre dernier
pour la partie est du village et affectant environ de 139 logements
et 276 résidents.  Il s'agit de la seconde levée d'ordre d'évacuation
depuis l'accident de 2011 après zone de Miyakoji dans la ville de
Tamura en avril dernier.

�  Lors  de  la  25ème  conférence  internationale  sur  l'énergie  de
fusion,  qui  s'est  ouverte  le  13  octobre  à  Saint  Petersbourg,  la
Russie affirme qu'elle respectera tous ses engagements concernant
la  construction  d'ITER,  le  réacteur  à  fusion  thermonucléaire
expérimental  en  construction à Cadarache malgré les  sanctions

qui lui sont imposées par les Etats-Unis et l'Europe en raison de
son implication dans le conflit  en Ukraine.  D'après le Directeur
général  adjoint  de Rosatom,  Vyacheslav Pershukov «Science is

outside politics, that is the position that we adhere».

� Le physicien Stronzo Bestiale (pour ceux qui ne connaissent
pas la langue de Dante, indiquons seulement que cela un rapport
avec  le  bas  du  dos  et  que  l'expression  est  vraiment  très
dépréciatrice) existe t-il ? Et le logiciel MERDA ? Oui, disons...
d'une certaine manière, mais l'histoire vaut la peine d'être lue, tant
pour l'humour que pour la révélation des défauts du système de
publications scientifiques.

Par Sylvestre Huet, le 19 octobre 2014

La pandémie de Sida révèle
son origine

Fusion nucléaire: coup de pub
de Skunk Works

Le mystère des «1000 postes
Fioraso»

Sciences en marche polémique
avec Valls

Universités: Etat des lieux

 Recommandé par

Question de néophyte : lorsqu'une zone a été décontaminée, c'estdim. 19 oct 2014

Net de sciences #3 http://sciences.blogs.liberation.fr/home/2014/10/net-de-sciences-3.html
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Meet Physicist Stronzo Bestiale, an Asshole If There (N)ever

Was One
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Você  acredita  em fantasmas? Se todos  já  lhe  desiludiram dessa  ideia,  afirmando ser  algo

completamente fora da razão, ou mesmo uma "história-pra-boi-dormir", fique sabendo que estão

todos enganados, e que fantasmas existem sim. Bom, pelo menos depois do causo de hoje,

você verá que cientistas fantasmas são reais.

Tudo começou com William Hoover e com Bill Moran, dois cientistas muito importantes lá do

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Estados Unidos. Uma verdadeira dupla da pesada. Lá

na década de 1980, Will e Bill estiveram bolando umas ideias meio malucas com outros colegas

cientistas,  sobre  técnicas  computacionais  envolvendo dinânima molecular  de  não  equilíbrio,

geometria  fractal  e  ATÉ  a  segunda  Lei  dos  dez  mandamentos  da  Termodinâmica  (aquela

mesmo que todos nós vimos na escola, que explica como o gelo derrete no copo de água!). O

plano era unir tudo como se fosse uma sopa, para em seguida publicarem em forma de artigo.

As ideias que eles tiveram foram muito bacanas, mas infelizmente as coisas não foram tão bem

logo no início. Animados com suas ideias e ansiosos para publicá-las, eles não perderam mais

tempo  e,  depois  de  escreverem  bastante,  mandaram  seus  textos  para  algumas  revistas

científicas  muito  conhecidas.  Qual  a  resposta  dos  revisores?  "Esses  textos  contêm  ideias

inovadoras demais". Will e Bill ficaram arrasados.

Todos nós sabemos que as mulheres são criaturas muito curiosas, isso é uma realidade. Mas

cientistas também são curiosos, e o Will  se mostrou perito nessa área. Certa vez, enquanto

viajava em um voo para Paris, ele ouviu duas mulheres italianas conversando nas poltronas do

lado no avião, e aguçou a audição para não perder nenhuma fofoca. Uma das mulheres repetia

o tempo todo para a outra: "Che stronzo! Stronzo bestiale!" Ou seja: "Que idiota! Idiota bestial!".

Uma ideia  lhe  veio  então  à  cabeça,  e  Will  decidiu  enviar  novamente  seus  textos  para  as

revistas.  Só que dessa vez haveria um autor  a mais na publicação: Seu nome era Stronzo

Bestiale.  Dessa vez os revisores não fizeram nenhuma objeção e as pesquisas foram logo

publicadas! Olha que beleza.

Bom, tudo pode parecer muito simples, mas na verdade as coisas foram um pouco espinhosas.

Quando  o  professor  Renato  Ricci,  então  presidente  da  Sociedade  Italiana  de  Física,  ficou

sabendo da brincadeira de Will e de seu bando, ele assim declarou contrafeito: "Essa piada é

uma ofensa para toda comunidade científica italiana!"
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Stronzo Bestiale

Realmente, o sr. Ricci teve motivos para ficar chateado. Afinal, por que o nome de um "cientista

fantasma" foi tão decisivo para a publicação do artigo? Será que os revisores tinham medo de

fantasma e por isso publicaram logo, para que o horroroso Stronzo Bestiale não viesse de noite

para puxar seus pés?

Acontece que essa piada foi usada com a justificativa de que, se um artigo que possuía o nome

de um autor inexistente estava publicado em uma revista, quem garantiria que os conteúdos

científicos do trabalho foram examinados cuidadosamente? Pode parecer maluquice, mas essa

foi a única forma que o Will encontrou para publicar suas ideias, nos mostrando que cientistas

também podem ter um pouco de senso de humor.

Nosso causo de hoje vai ficando por aqui. Atualmente, Will e Bill continuam desenvolvendo suas

pesquisas em companhia do professor Bestiale,  que, a propósito,  faz uma fama danada no

mundo científico:  Seus trabalhos são publicados em renomadas revistas científicas (como o

Journal  of  Chemical  Physics),  além  de  ser  considerado  cientista  do  Instituto  de  Física

Experimental da Universidade de Viena. Ah, e também têm as camisetas com a frase: "Eu sou

amigo de Stronzo Bestiale", em homenagem ao grande cientista. Depois dessa, até o fantasma

de Einstein vai ter que admitir a genialidade desse seu colega de profissão.

Stronzo Bestiale comemorando seu sucesso científico

Fonte: The true story of Stronzo Bestiale (and others scientific jokes)
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Jak autor pracy naukowej okaza! si�

kompletnym dupkiem

Piotr Cie�li�ski 2014-10-14, ostatnia aktualizacja 2014-10-14 15:28:30

Stronzo Bestiale z Instytutu Studiów Zaawansowanych w Palermo opublikowa! w presti�owych tygodnikach

kilka prac naukowych. Co w tym dziwnego? A to, �e w j�zyku w!oskim jego nazwisko znaczy dos!ownie...

kompletny dupek. S� te� prace naukowe, pod którymi jest podpisany kot (syjamski), pies (chart afga�ski) i

chomik (syberyjski).

W�oski dziennikarz Vito Tartamella bardzo si� zdziwi�, kiedy w renomowanym pi�mie "Journal of Statistical Physics"
znalaz� prac�, pod któr� by� podpisany Stronzo Bestiale. Nie znalaz� takiego imienia i nazwiska - cho� gnany
ciekawo�ci� szuka� - we w�oskich ksi��kach telefonicznych. Nic dziwnego, �aden W�och nie chcia�by si� chyba tak
nazywa�. Zacz�� wi�c dr��y� spraw�.

Okaza�o si�, �e dr Bestiale nie nale�y do bardzo p�odnych badaczy, ale wspomniana praca nie jest jego jedynym
dzie�em. Jest on tak�e wspó�autorem artyku�u w "The Journal of Chemical Physics" (tam wyst�puje jako naukowiec
zatrudniony w Instytucie Fizyki Eksperymentalnej w Wiedniu), poza tym pojawi� si� w sprawozdaniu z jednej z
konferencji Ameryka�skiego Towarzystwa Fizycznego.

We wszystkich publikacjach wyst�puje w tandemie z ameryka�skim fizykiem Williamem Hooverem, który nawet pod
koniec jednej z prac dzi�kowa� mu "za szczególnie po�yteczne dyskusje".

Dr Dupek, kompletny dupek

Zaintrygowany Tartamella zwróci� si� wi�c do Hoovera i wtedy prawda wysz�a na jaw. Stronzo Bestiale nie istnia�.
Hoover wymy�li� go w przyp�ywie z�o�ci. Jak to si� sta�o?

W tym czasie Hoover napisa� z kolegami kilka prac na temat nierównowagowej dynamiki molekularnej, ale zarówno
"Physical Review Letters", jak i "Journal od Statistical Physics" nie przyj��y ich do publikacji, cho� - jak upiera� si�
naukowiec - zawiera�y nowe i ciekawe idee. Tak si� z�o�y�o, �e zaraz potem lecia� na konferencj� do Pary�a i siedzia� w
samolocie obok dwóch W�oszek, które g�o�no rozmawia�y. Amerykanin nic z tego nie rozumia�, ale w ucho wpad�a mu
cz�sto powtarzana fraza "stronzo bestiale". - Na konferencji zapyta�em koleg� z W�och, co to znaczy - opowiada Hoover
- a kiedy si� dowiedzia�em, pomy�la�em, �e "kompletny dupek" by�by znakomitym wspó�autorem w�a�nie odrzuconej
pracy. Bo postanowi�em znowu j� wys�a� do publikacji, zmieniaj�c tylko tytu� i dodaj�c fikcyjnego wspó�autora.

Tym razem praca si� spodoba�a recenzentom i zosta�a wydrukowana. W ten sposób "kompletny dupek" ju� na zawsze
trafi� do anna�ów literatury naukowej i do dzi� figuruje w naukowych bazach danych, np. w bazie Scopus.

Dr Chester, kot Chester

Prof. Andrzej Kajetan Wróblewski przytacza w "Uczonych w anegdocie" podobny przypadek, kiedy wspó�autorem pracy
naukowej zosta�... kot.

Ta praca dotyczy�a efektów wymiany atomów w helu-3 i ukaza�a si� w 1975 roku w tygodniku "Physical Review Letters".
Byli pod ni� podpisani: J.H. Hetherington i F.D.C. Willard z Wydzia�u Fizyki Uniwersytetu Stanowego Michigan. Jak si�
okazuje, drugi z autorów - F.D.C. Willard - to kot profesora Hetheringtona.

Jak to si� sta�o? Prof. Hetherington t�umaczy�, �e napisa� swoj� prac� w cz�sto u�ywanej przez naukowców pierwszej
osobie liczby mnogiej: podali�my, udowodnili�my etc. Gdy tekst by� ju� gotowy do druku, da� go do przeczytania koledze,
a ten zwróci� mu uwag�, �e redaktorzy "Physical Review Letters" nie zezwalaj� na u�ycie liczby mnogiej, je�li tekst ma
jednego autora. Hetherington nie mia� si�y ani ochoty przepisywa� ca�ej pracy na nowo, zmieni� wi�c tylko stron�
tytu�ow�, dodaj�c wspó�autora - swojego syjamskiego kota Chestera, którego ojciec nazywa� si� Willard. Doda� mu
jeszcze inicja�y F.D., czyli skrót od "Felis domesticus" (kot domowy) i tak zrodzi� si� naukowiec F.D.C. Willard.

Prof. Wróblewski pisze, �e Hetherington bynajmniej nie robi� z tego tajemnicy. Kiedy otrzyma� odbitki pracy, rozes�a� j�
kolegom z "pozdrowieniami od autorów", umieszczaj�c obok swego podpisu atramentowy odcisk �apy Chestera.

Ale nie wszyscy byli tego �wiadomi. Podobno kiedy pewnego razu we Francji zastanawiano si�, kogo zaprosi� do
udzia�u w organizowanej w�a�nie konferencji, kto� zasugerowa�, by zaprosi� dr. Willarda, bo nie widziano jeszcze, by
wyg�asza� referat.

Dr Chomik, syberyjski

Podobn� fantazj� wykaza� si� Andriej Geim, laureat Nagrody Nobla sprzed czterech lat za odkrycie grafenu (nowy
cudowny materia� z w�gla). W 2001 roku opublikowa� w pi�mie "Physics B" prac� naukow�, której wspó�autorem by� jego
chomik Tisha. Nawet specjalnie tego nie ukrywa�, obok swojego nazwiska dopisa� jako drugiego autora: H.A.M.S. ter
Tisha (hamster to po angielsku chomik).

To jeden z bardzo rzadkich w nauce przypadków, gdy zwierz� laboratoryjne, które najpierw samo by�o przedmiotem
eksperymentu (Geim próbowa� lewitowa� swego chomika w silnym polu magnetycznym), potem sta�o si� podmiotem
bada�, czyli wspó�autorem jednej z prac.

Dr Mirkwood, chart afga�ski

Nie tylko fizycy maj� poczucie humoru i dopisuj� do swych prac czworono�nych przyjació�. Ameryka�ska immunolo�ka
Polly Matzinger jedn� ze swoich pierwszych prac naukowych, opublikowan� w "Journal of Experimental Medicine" w
1978 r., napisa�a razem ze swoim psem, wspania�ym chartem afga�skim o imieniu Garadriel Mirkwood. Jak potem
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wyja�nia�a, by� to jej cichy protest przeciwko temu, �e w tym akurat pi�mie trzeba by�o pisa� stylem bezosobowym:
zosta�o udowodnione, by�o ustalone etc.

Poczuciem humoru za to nie popisa� si� redaktor, który przyjmowa� jej prac� do druku. Gdy wyda�o si�, �e Garadriel
Mirkwood jest psem, �amy tego pisma na 15 lat zamkn��y si� dla Polly Matzinger (a� do �mierci tego redaktora nie
mog�a tam nic wydrukowa�). Kiedy mia�a zosta� zatrudniona w presti�owych Narodowych Instytutach Zdrowia, sprawa z
psem powróci�a. Mog�o to jej zaszkodzi�, ale - jak wspomina badaczka - przyszli pracodawcy zgodzili si� z ni�, �e
Garadriel Mirkwood, który stale towarzyszy� jej w pracy w laboratorium, ma ca�kiem spory udzia� w jej publikacjach.

Postscriptum

Historia "kompletnego dupka" niczym po�ar rozchodzi si� w internecie. Vito Tartamella podaje na swojej stronie
wiadomo�� z ostatniej chwili: jedna z firm ju� sprzedaje pami�tkowy T-shirt dla naukowców z napisem: "Jestem koleg�
Stronzo Bestiale".

Prenumerata cyfrowa Wyborczej
dost�pna przez internet, telefon, tablet i czytnik e-booków.
Wypróbuj teraz za 0,99 z� za miesi�c

Tekst pochodzi z serwisu Wyborcza.pl - http://wyborcza.pl/0,0.html © Agora SA
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STORIES

Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale (Total Asshole)? A dose of mistrust would be

justified: the name says it all. Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a physicist in Palermo,

Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of

Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American

Physical Society in Monterey.

Given that surnames always intrigued me (they are the subject of my first book), I tried to find this

person in Italian telephone directories. In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of them,

however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or a Asshole: who would call their own son that?); between the

Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige there are 4 Stronziero, but this is also a surname. In fact, Stronzo Bestiale

does not exist as confirmed, when those scientific papers were published 27 years ago, by the then

Chancellor of the University of Palermo, Ignazio Melisenda Giambertoni (another unusual surname!).

So I decided to investigate more thoroughly. The self-styled Bestiale appears in the papers authored by

Bill Moran and William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory. In particular, Bestiale appears in various documents authored by Hoover, who also

cited him at the end of a very serious physics paper, saying that �discussions with him were very

useful.�

I wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. Here�s what

he said. «At that time» he says «we were very active in the development of a new computational

technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics, connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the

second law of thermodynamics. The idea was born during meetings at CECAM (Centre Européen de

Calcul Atomique et Moléculaire) in Lausanne, Switzerland, and the Enrico Fermi summer school

organized at Lake Como with Giovanni Ciccotti, professor of condensed matter physics at the University

La Sapienza University in Rome. In these meetings, the theoretical picture of this technique was clear to

me, so I wrote several papers on the subject along with some colleagues. But the reviewers of Physical

The true story of Stronzo Bestiale (and others scientific jokes) | Crowd... http://www.crowdfundingpost.org/2014/10/true-story-stronzo-bestiale-...
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Review Letters and the Journal of Statistical Physics refused to publish my texts: they contained too

innovative ideas».

This is nothing new: new discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather

conservative, as discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn. Meanwhile, Hoover continues, «while I

was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among themselves,

saying continually: �Che stronzo (what an asshole)!�, �Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)�. Those

phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a CECAM meeting, I asked Ciccotti what they meant. When

he explained it to me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a

refused publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the

name of that author. And the researches were published».

In short, a pointed joke. Not everyone took it well, at the time: the President of the Italian Physical

Society, Professor Renato Angelo Ricci said, «This joke is an offense to the entire Italian scientific

community». In reality, though, it laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of scientific

research were (and still are!) . If you are able to insert in a publication the name of a nonexistent author in

a publication, who will guarantee that even the scientific contents have been examined with care?

Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale continues to be present as the author of

publications in scientific databases: is it not extraordinary?

But Stronzo Bestiale is not the only dirty word published in international scientific journals. More recently,

in 2003, the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology published a study on the �MERDA (shit) value�, which

stands for Missing Entry Replacement Data Analysis, a technique for phylogenetic reconstruction in

paleontology.
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Was this an embarrassing coincidence that the authors realized only after the fact? Far from it! I asked

one of the authors, Ward C. Wheeler, of the division of invertebrate zoology at the American Museum of

Natural History for clarification. And he revealed that they knew very well the meaning of �merda�

from Catalan: not Italian, but it makes no difference � «We chose that acronym on purpose, to highlight

the poor quality of incomplete groups of data. It was a amusing acronym. The procedure, which in the

meantime has been further developed, it is still used for the analysis of incomplete fossils samples».

So, scientists do have sense of humor. Fortunately. As for people with vulgar surnames � they do exist.

In Italy there are thousands. I will tell their stories in the next post.

My collegue Fabio Turone, president of SWIM (Science Writers in Italy, an association of science

journalists) sent me the profile of Stronzo Bestiale from Scopus, an international bibliographic and

bibliometric database (see screenshot below). In Scopus, professor Stronzo Bestiale appears to be

working at the Institute of Experimental Physics, at the University of Vienna, the institutional

affiliation attributed to him in the paper published by the Journal of chemical physics. One more point on

his résumé!

Post by Vito Tartamella (Source: Parolacce)
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