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Stronzo Bestiale

the false author of true scientific papers
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When @#%$! is your imaginary
co-author

Apparently if your physics paper is rejected for publication,
resubmitting it with a pseudonym that's an Italian profanity may
change your luck. That's the bizarre story appropriately uncovered
by Italian science writer Vito Tartamella (http://www.parolacce.org
/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale/) —he has penned
books on swearing and ltalian surnames. In 1987, after their paper
on “non-equilibrium molecular dynamics (http://en.wikipedia.org
/wiki/Non-equilibrium_thermodynamics) , connecting fractal
geometry, irreversibility and the second law of thermodynamics”
was rejected, physicists Bill Moran and William Hoover chose to
resubmit it with a new title and an additional co-author they named
Stronzo Bestiale, a phrase that Hoover overheard on a plane ride
to Paris (http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-
of-stronzo-bestiale/) . (For those without Google Translate, it
means total asshole.) The paper, and subsequent ones with the
same co-author, was accepted. The joke, Hoover says, reflects the
vulnerability of the review systems in scientific literature.

<< What's in a name? The Modified T cells kill leukemia

http://news.sciencemag.org/sifter/2014/10/when-is-your-imaginary-co-...

17/10/2014 10:37



Should papers be retracted if one of the authors is a total asshole? | Ret...  http://retractionwatch.com/2014/10/09/should-papers-be-retracted-if-o...

Retraction Watch

Tracking retractions as a window into the scientific process

Should papers be retracted if one of the authors is a
total asshole?

with 32 comments

When science writer Vito Tartamella noticed a physics
paper co-authored by Stronzo Bestiale (which means “total
asshole” in Italian) he did what anyone who’s written a
book on surnames would do: He looked it up in the
phonebook.

What he found was a lot more complicated than a funny
name.

It turns out Stronzo Bestiale doesn’t exist.

Image via Chris James.

In 1987, Lawrence Livermore National Lab physicist
William G. Hoover had a paper on molecular dynamics
rejected by two journals: Physical Review Letters and the Journal of Statistical Physics. So he added Stronzo
Bestiale to the list of co-authors, changed the name, and resubmitted the paper. The Journal of Statistical
Physics accepted it.

27 years later, Bestiale is still listed as co-author on several papers. He also has a Scopus profile that
lists him as an active researcher at the Institute of Experimental Physics, University of Vienna.

This isn’t the first time a scientist has added a fictional co-author to a paper to make a point. In 1978,
Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named Afghan hound, Galadriel Mirkwood, to a Journal of
Experimental Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific papers.

Hilarious as these examples are, it does prove a point that’s a little less fun: The scientific community
needs to be on its toes about who (or what) is writing the papers they publish, to help keep merde out of
the literature.

Hat tip: Fabio Turone (who inspired our tongue-in-cheek headline, too)

1dil12 17/10/2014 10:03
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Abstract

We use a constant “driving force'F stogether with a Gaussian thermostatting “constraint force’F

+10 simulate a nonequilibrium steady-state current (particie veloaty) in 3 penodic

two-dimensional, classical Lorentz gas. The ratio of the average particie velocity to the driving

force (field strength) is the Lorentz-gas conductivity. A requiar “Galton-board” lattice of fixed
Given that surnames always intrigued me (they are the subject of my
first book), I tried to find thisperson in Italian telephone directories.
In Ttaly there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of them,
however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or a Asshole: who would call
their own son that?);between the Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige there
are 4 Stronziero. but this is also a surname.

In fact, Stronzo Bestiale does not exist as confirmed, when those
scientific papers were published 27 years ago, by the then Chancellor
of the University of Palermo, Ignazio Melisenda Giambertoni(another
unusual surname!).

So I decided to investigate more thoroughly....

(Thanks to investigator Scott Langill for bringing this to our attention.)
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When Your Co-Author Is a Monstrous Ass
By Philip Yam | April 1,2015

Who hasn’t worked with a disagreeable person—and in the world of science publishing, authored a paper with one? That abverTiseveENT
wasn’t exactly what went through the mind of William Hoover, a physicist at the Lawrence Livermore National

Laboratory, when he included an Italian co-author to his 1987 paper. But certainly, frustration and a little juvenilia can be potent
driving forces in a fake-name prank.

In particular, Hoover managed to add, during his review of page proofs, a supposed co-author named Stronzo Bestiale. Stronzo is
actually an Italian vulgarity for a body part at the end of the digestion process, but if you must know the literal translation, run it
through Google Translate. If you're feeling especially sophomoric, hit the speaker icon.

Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas

Bill Moran,' William G. Hoover,' and Stronze Bestiale’

Recetved January 2f, 1987

We use a constant “driving force™ F, together with a Gaw
“constraint force™ F, to simulate a nonequilibrium steady-st
velocity) in a periodic, two-dimensional, classical Lorentz ¢
average particle velocity 1o the dnving force ifield strength

From the Journal of Statistical Physics, Vol. 48, Nos. 3/4, 1987.

The perpetrator of the joke actually wasn’t even sure what stronzo bestiale meant at first. Hoover fixated on the words “because two
Italian young women punctuated their conversation on a flight to Paris with incessant ‘Che Stronzo’ and ‘Stronzo Bestiale’,” he recalled
in an email to me. An Italian colleague told him that “stronzo was a pile of fecal material and that stronzo bestiale was a very big,
unusually impressive pile.” Whether the name rightfully refers to the body part rather than to the material that comes out of that body
part doesn’t really matter—it’s all nastiness in the end.

The joke name may not be as pun-clever as those that Bart Simpson induces bartender Moe to say (“Where’s Amanda Hugginkiss? Why
can’t I find Amanda Hugginkiss?”). But that’s perhaps why “Stronzo Bestiale” slipped unnoticed into volume 48, numbers 3/4 of the
Journal of Statistical Physics, published then by Plenum Publishing. I was working there at the time, and no one knew anything was
amiss until a reporter from Italy reached out to Plenum. “I was totally surprised by a call from Italy,” said Jim Langlois, the journal’s
production editor, as we recalled the incident over a recent lunch together.

After the call, the stronzo hit the fan: panic broke out in the office, Jim and I recollected, as more calls came from Italy, some quite
outraged. The journal’s editor, Joel Lebowitz of Rutgers University, expressed regret in a later issue. “I apologize to the readers for not

catching this stupidity of the other two authors,” he wrote.

Despite the authorship, the paper itself, “Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas,” was

Editor’s Mo . . . .

no April Fools’ gag. As Vito Tartamella wrote last fall about the incident, Hoover
el il M G W G was upset over the rejection of two papers, which described a new computational
10 e <ot 10 tmy atiestice thaL Vhe B given a4 the thind uchor s the method for molecular dynamics. Not that the work was bad, Hoover felt. It was
e e 0 o g s oy o e s s s just too new, and scientists are a conservative bunch. Hoover managed to publish

Joel L Lebowiie

Apology from J. Stat. F-’hys., Vol. 50, Nos. 5/6, 1988.

both papers eventually—in the case of his S. Bestiale work, he merely changed the
title and resubmitted the manuscript. Since its publication, the paper has been

http://blogs..scientificamerican.com/observations/2015/04/01/when-your-co-author-is-a-monstrous-ass/?print=true 12
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cited 164 times, according to Google Scholar.

The incident does not appear to have left any hard feelings. The work “led to a publication by Joel and a couple of coauthors following
up in 1993,” remarked Hoover, who described his relationship with Lebowitz as cordial and respectful. The first author of the paper, Bill
Moran, “went along with the joke and didn’t mind,” Hoover said. “I was, after all, his Ph.D. advisor.”

This prank wasn’t the first time a fake author found a way to live on in the scientific literature. In 1975, physicist Jack Hetherington
added his Siamese cat Chester as author, under the name “F.D.C. Willard,” for a paper published in Physical Review Letters. According
to Wikipedia, he did that because the journal objected to his use of “we” when writing as a sole authors, so he added his cat. Fake names
almost certainly pepper the acknowledgements section of papers. Hoover admits that some, such as “J.S. Pack” (Joe Six Pack), made it
into a few of his works.

There remains the larger issue of how to prevent editors from getting punked. Adding “Stronzo Bestiale” during the page-proof stage,
when authors have a last chance to make corrections, was a good move on Hoover’s part because proof corrections are unlikely to go
through peer review. Any request to add an author, however, raises a red flag that should tell an editor to look into the matter, explains

my office colleague Noah Gray, senior editor at Nature (Scientific American is published by Nature Publishing Group).

In the publish-or-perish world of academia, few researchers would probably dare jeopardize their careers with a prank, especially if the
work itself is serious. But given the number of papers published every year, who knows how many stronzos are really out there.

More:

Okay, We Give Up - Editor’s April Fools’ note from 2005, in response to letter writers who said we should “stick to science.”

About the Author: Philip Yam is the managing editor of ScientificAmerican.com. He is the author of The Pathological Protein: Mad Cow, Chronic Wasting and
Other Prion Diseases. Follow on Twitter @philipvam.

More »

The views expressed are those of the author and are not necessarily those of Scientific American.

Scientific American is a trademark of Scientific American, Inc., used with permission
© 2013 Scientific American, a Division of Nature America, Inc.
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o Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas

Bill Moran,' William G. Hoover,' and Stronzo Bestiale’

Stronzo Bestiale has published research in some of the world's most esteemed physics journals, and his co-authors are often leading members in
their fields. But Stronzo Bestiale, whose name means "total asshole" in Italian, has a secret. He kind of doesn't exist.

Science writer Vito Tartamella recently uncovered Bestiale's secret when he came across a paper by physicists Bill Moran and William G. Hoover

that lists Bestiale as a co-author. The paper in question: "Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas," (http://williamhoover.info/Scans1980s/1987-3.pdf)
originally published in 1987 in the Journal of Statistical Physics.

Tartamella — who is not only Italian, himself, but the author of a book on surnames (http://www.parolacce.org/gli-altri-libri/) — immediately
noticed Bestiale's unusual designation and decided to look him up in the phonebook. Nothing. The man has a Scopus profile
http://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.url?authorld=16456727300) that lists him as an active researcher at the Institute of Experimental Physics,

University of Vienna, but he doesn't appear in the phonebook. Puzzled, Tartamelle reached out to one of Bestiale's co-authors:

T wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. Here's what he said. "At that time," he says, "we

were very active in the development of a new computational technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics (http://en.wikipedia.org

wiki/Non-equilibrium thermodynamics), connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the second law of thermodynamics. The idea

was born during meetings at CECAM (Centre Européen de Calcul Atomique et Moléculaire) in Lausanne,Switzerland, and the Enrico
Fermi summer school organized at Lake Como with Giovanni Ciccotti, professor of condensed matter physics at the University La
Sapienza University in Rome. In these meetings, the theoretical picture of this technique was clear to me, so I wrote several papers on the
subject along with some colleagues. But the reviewers of Physical Review Letters and the Journal of Statistical Physicsrefused to publish

my texts: they contained too innovative ideas."

Meanwhile, Hoover continues, "while I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among
themselves, saying continually: "Che stronzo (what an asshole)!", "Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)". Those phrases had stuck in my mind.
So, during a CECAM meeting, I asked Ciccotti what they meant. When he explained it to me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have
been the perfect co-author for a refused publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the
name of that author. And the research was published."

Amazing.

Tartamella has been updating his post with other scientific jokes and made-up authors that have made their way into scientific journals, which are
definitely worth checking out (http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale/). One of our favorites comes from Ivan

Oransky at Retraction Watch (where we first heard tell of Stronzo Bestiale), who recalls the case of immunologist Polly Matzinger, who, in 1978,
listed as one of her co-authors one Galadriel Mirkwood (her Afghan hound).

[Vito Tartamella (http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale/) via Retraction Watch (http://retractionwatch.com

/2014/10/09/should-papers-be-retracted-if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole/)]

Like <4.6k 50 95 Reply

The following replies are approved. To see additional replies that are pending approval, click Show Pending. Warning: These may contain graphic material.

SHOW PENDING
%E Vin_Venture (http://vinventure.kinja.com) » Robbie Gonzalez
Sunday 9:31am (http://io9.com/as-someone-who-has-never-tried-to-get-anything-publishe-1645437776;

(http:/vinventure.kinja.com
As someone who has never tried to get anything published, did just having an extra name-any name help, or was it the fact that they didn't

have faith in just the first euv that made all the difference?
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‘Total Asshole’ Is Technically a Published Physicist

(1) psmag.com /footnotes/total-asshole-technically-published-physicist-92426/

In much the same way Americans named Penis “exist” on certain strange corners of the Internet (but, actually,
nowhere else), an Italian by the name of Stronzo Bestiale, translated “Total Asshole,” can be found in the authorship
listings of at least a few reputable physics journals.

As Vito Tartamella, a writer and fellow name detective, explains on his blog, “Total Asshole” doesn’t seem to be a
legitimate person outside that narrow realm:

I tried to find this person

in Italian telephone directories, In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of them,
however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or a Asshole: who would call their own son that?); between the
Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige there are 4 Stronziero, but this is also a surname.

In fact, Tartamella got one of Bestiale’s old co-authors, a retired Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory researcher
named William G. Hoover, to cop to the fact that he invented the name after he became frustrated that pesky journal
reviewers wouldn’t accept some of his more “innovative” theoretical physics work. Hoover explained:

while | was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among
themselves, saying continually: “Che stronzo (what an asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale (total
asshole)”. Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a [Centre Européen de Calcul
Atomique et Moléculaire] meeting, | asked [an Italian colleague] what they meant. When he explained
it to me, | thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused
publication. So | decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the
name of that author.

With the added weight of Stronzo Bestiale’s expertise, the paper was published. (h/t @jpinsk) —Ryan Jacobs

17/10/2014 10:28
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Stronzo Bestiale, Galadriel Mirkwood., Crosley Shelvador, ...

October 10, 2014 @ 9:03 pm - Filed by Mark Liberman under Humor

« previous post | next post »

"The true story of Stronzo Bestiale", Parolacce 10/5/2014:

Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale (Total Asshole)? A dose of mistrust would be
justified: the name says it all. Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a physicist in Palermo,
Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of
Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American
Physical Society in Monterey.

No such person exists, it seems — the story emerges through email with one of Prof. Bestiale's co-authors:

I wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. Here’s what he
said. «At that time» he says «we were very active in the development of a new computational
technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics, connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the
second law of thermodynamics. [...]

[T]he theoretical picture of this technique was clear to me, so I wrote several papers on the subject
along with some colleagues. But the reviewers of Physical Review Letters and the Journal of
Statistical Physics refused to publish my texts: they contained too innovative ideas.»

This is nothing new: new discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather
conservative, as discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn. Meanwhile, Hoover continues,
«while I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among
themselves, saying continually: “Che stronzo (what an asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)”.
Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a CECAM meeting, I asked Ciccotti what they
meant. When he explained it to me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect
co-author for a refused publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the
title and adding the name of that author. And the researches were published».

I wonder how widely this technique would work? Across the languages of the world, we can find
thousands of authors' names in the same genre. There's Prof. Connard, who seems to have thousands of
publications already; but the career of Dr. Arschloch seems hardly to have begun — perhaps I would have
better luck with LSA abstracts if I adopted her as a co-author.

And there are other sources of names, of course. "Should papers be retracted if one of the authors is a total
asshole?", Retraction Watch 10/9/2014, mentions the possibility of pet co-authors:

In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named Afghan hound, Galadriel Mirkwood, to a
Journal of Experimental Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific papers.

17/10/2014 10:35
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And in the field of linguistics, we have precedent for the authorship status of household appliances:

"Dr. Alfred Crockus and Crosley Shelvador, M.D.", LLOG 9/19/2007; "Crosley Shelvador comes in
from the cold", LLOG 9/20/2007.

Be Sociable, Share!
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October 10, 2014 @ 9:03 pm - Filed by Mark Liberman under Humor
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1. Jerry Friedman said,

October 10, 2014 @ 10:10 pm

There must be a lot of Italian statistical and chemical physicists whose sense of humor overrides any
desire they might have to expose a hoax.

What I don't get is why Hoover thought adding Bestiale's name would help him get published and
why it apparently did. Was there a prejudice against solo authors? Did Italians have a good
reputation in non-equilibrium molecular thermodynamics?

By the way, WordReference.com says stronzo is literally 'turd, shit' and as an insult 'asshole, prick,
dick'.

[(myl) Presumably it was just the random draw of editors and reviewers that resulted in rejection or
acceptance, with Prof. Bestiale's participation playing only the role of authorial commentary on the
process. |

2. DavidH said,

October 10, 2014 @ 10:51 pm

I went to an Italian school (elementary and high school) I speak Italian since I was 6 years old and I
understand why they translate stronzo bestiale as a total asshole, stronzo literally means piece of shit
or turd, bestiale means like a beast but in the sense of huge so literally stronzo bestiale would be a
huge piece of shit or turd, so if somebody is a huge piece of shit you can say with certainty that he's
a total asshole :)

3. D.O. said,

October 11, 2014 @ 12:42 am

2di9 17/10/2014 10:35
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Las mejores bromas ocultas en estudios cientificos

Insultos cifrados al lector. Referencias a la anatomia femenina. Letras de Bob Dylan. Cuando la ciencia se
desmelena, lo hace a escondidas

RUBEN ROMERO SANTOS | 29 OCT 2014 - 23:41 CET

Archivado en:

Cientificos Humor Investigacion cientifica Gente Sociedad Ciencia

Cuando uno lee un estudio cientifico, visualiza a
los autores elevados en un rictus de severa
seriedad académica, negociando como convertir
en nuestro lenguaje la hasta ahora ignota realidad
que llevan meses conquistando con un
microscopio por machete. Es lo que tiene esgrimir
la autoridad maxima en ciertos asuntos. Sin
embargo, si Leonardo Da Vinci levantara la
cabeza, igual la volvia a esconder, y no solo por los
selfies de Jay-Z y Beyoncé frente a su Gioconda,
sino por las bromas que, en determinadas
ocasiones, preside el muy sesudo mundo
académico. Y es que existen bromas dentro de la
comunidad cientifica para todos los gustos.

Las hay inocentes, casi infantiles, como la de un
articulo sobre Paleontologia que promulga la
utilizacion de la técnica que responde al acrénimo
de M.E.R.D.A. (adivinen qué traducci6n tiene al
italiano); o la de un estudio chino que emplea el
acr6nimo C.U.N.T. (que en la lengua de
Shakespeare tiene un signifcado que no deberiamos reproducir por aqui). En otros casos los chistes han alcanzado
relevancia mundial y la categoria de tradici6n. De este Gltimo tipo de bromas comentamos a continuacion algunos
ejemplos.

17 afios 'colando' letras de Bob Dylan en estudios

Un grupo de cinco investigadores suecos lleva gastindose una broma privada, frente a toda la comunidad cientifica, desde
hace 17 afios. Se juegan una cena a ver quién es capaz de incluir, antes de retirarse, mas citas de Bob Dylan en prestigiosas
revistas académicas, introducciones de libros, articulos periodisticos...

Todo comenz6 en 1997 cuando dos de ellos publicaron en la revista Nature un articulo Un gr" 0 de CinCO
llamado Oxido nitrico e inflamacién: la respuesta estd flotando en el viento (haciendo . . p

referencia a la cancion del cantautor, Blowing in the wind). "A los dos nos gusta mucho anCStlgadoreS

Bob Dylan asi que cuando nos pusimos a escribir un articulo sobre la medicién de 6xido

nitrico en el aparato respiratorio y el intestino... Nos acordamos del titulo de la cancién y Suecps lleva

se ajustaba perfectamente", explic6 hace poco Eddie Weitzberg, uno de los implicados en gastandose una

la broma. i
abroma broma privada,

Después vinieron otros es.tud10§ y se’sumaron mas colegas. E,Trz.itados de netilrologia)y frel’lte a tOda la
Blood on tracks? Hecho. éCardiologia molecular y Tangled up in blue? Escrito. Y asi se .

suceden las hazafias en este tremendo duelo entre investigadores del prestigioso Instituto comunidad
Karolinska de Estocolmo que se revel6 hace pocas semanas en la web del Instituto. No es, : .

en puridad, mas que una travesura, una broma privada y resultona, pues los cinco Clentlﬁca’ deSde
perpetradores se toman muy en serio la institucion y su trabajo. Weitzberg reconoci6 al hace 17 anos: ver
periddico sueco The Local que preferiria hacerse conocido por su trabajo cientifico en

lugar de por sus citas de Bob Dylan. El humor sueco debe ser como su gimnasia, ligerita. cuantas letraS de
L . o Bob Dylan puede
Un autor de apellido, ¢Bestial? Y de nombre, équé?
meter en sus textos

Hartos de que no aceptaran la publicacion de sus estudios, los cientificos estadounidenses

William G. Hoover y Bill Moran decidieron inventarse a este simpatico personaje para

publicar en las mejores revistas de Fisica del mundo. Asi naci6 un tal Stronzo Bestiale, cientifico italiano, de Palermo, que
por lo visto trabaja en el Instituto de Fisica experimental de la Universidad de Viena. Cuenta con una prolija lista de
articulos cientificos. No hay que saber italiano, sino simplemente haber escuchado el Venecia de Hombres G, para saber
que puede traducirse como gilipollas bestial.

30/10/2014 11:48



Las mejores bromas ocultas en estudios cientificos | [CON | EL PAIS http://elpais.com/elpais/2014/10/29/icon/1414582558 906599.html

Para sorpresa de Hoover y Moran, los editores hicieron més caso a este autor inventado que a ellos. “No nos prestaban
atencién porque, hace 27 afios, creian que nuestras ideas eran demasiado innovadoras, asi que decidimos tomarles el pelo.
Y funciond”, le contaba Hoover al autor de este descubrimiento, el periodista italiano Vito Tartamella. Los cientificos
cambiaron el titulo del articulo que no conseguian publicar y se lo atribuyeron al tal Stronzo Bestiale. Esta vez las revistas
lo aceptaron. Hoy, este personaje de la picaresca cientifica se ha convertido en un mito de la investigacioén, que llegb a
firmar 925 entradas en el Google académico, e incluso se comercializan camisetas con su nombre y apellido ficticios.

Investigar el disparate

A veces el propio objeto de estudio parece ser la broma en si. Entre los titulos de los estudios méas delirantes de la historia
reciente de la ciencia estaria sin duda Efectos de la cocaina en el comportamiento danzarin de las abejas, publicado en el
Journal of Experimental Biology por cientificos de la Universidad Macquarie, en Australia. La investigacion, por cierto,
concluyd que esta droga provoca los mismos efectos devastadores en una colmena que en una sociedad humana.

Entre los titulos de los  Otras hilarantes indagaciones son: Las palomas son capaces de distinguir entre los

d. . d l d l dibujos “buenos”y “malos” de los nifios realizado por el profesor Shigeru Watanabe, de la
estudios mas delirantes de la Universidad Keio, de Tokyo; La felacion de los murciélagos de la fruta prolonga el

historia reciente de la ciencia tiempo de copulacién que sali6 en PLoS One y también gan6 un premio IgNobel,
galardones que cada afo entrega la revista Annals of Improbable Research a los estudios

estaria sin duda 'Efectos de la 14 cachondos.

¢ocaina €n Cl Otras ganadoras de un IgNobel son: La gente se caeria menos a menudo si usara las
Comportamiento danzarin de medias y los calcetines en el exterior de los zapatos, Uso del moho del lodo en las vias de
. ferrocarril o Los sintomas del asma disminuyen en un viaje en montana rusa. Rianse
las abe.] aS' ahora de Ana Garcia Obregon y sus dotes para la biologia... si pueden.

© EDICIONES EL PAIS S.L.
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Who is Stronzo Bestiale?
30 October 2014 | By Chris Parr (URL=/chris-parr/1185.bio)

A blogger gets to the bottom of tale concerning a physicist whose name means ‘total asshole’ in Italian

Source: LinkedIn
Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the science monthly Focus

“Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale [translation — total asshole]?” asks a post on Parolacce
(URL=http:/Awww.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale) — the self-declared “only italian scientific blog on
profanity”.

“A dose of mistrust would be justified: the name says it all,” the post continues. “Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale,
supposedly a physicist in Palermo, Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals
such as the Journal of Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of
American Physical Society in Monterey.”

The blog — highlighted to Times Higher Education after our story (URL=http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/hidden-
leopard-skin-g-string-exposed/2016392.article) about the French phrase for “your mother in a leopard-skin G-string” being
included in a paper — is written by Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the science monthly Focus, and it
goes on to detail his investigations into the veracity of Mr Bestiale’s publication record.

“I tried to find this person in ltalian telephone directories,” he says. “In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont.
None of them, however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or Asshole: who would call their own son that?)”

It turns out, unsurprisingly, that Stronzo Bestiale does not exist. The name appears “in the papers authored by Bill
Moran and William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory”.

Dr Tartamella wrote to Professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale.
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He was told that while travelling on a flight to Paris, Professor Hoover had been sat next to two Italian women who

“spoke among themselves, saying continually: ‘Che stronzo (what an asshole)!’, ‘Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)'.

The phrases stuck in Professor Hoover’s mind, so he found out what Stronzo Bestiale meant. He decided the name
would be the perfect co-author for a paper that had been refused publication by two journals already, so he
“decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author”. The paper
was published.

Although not everyone took the joke well (the then president of the Italian Physical Society described it as an
offence “to the entire Italian scientific community”), it “laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of
scientific research were (and still are!)”, Dr Tartamella writes.

“Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale continues to be present as the author of publications in
scientific databases: is it not extraordinary?”

The post was picked up by the Retraction Watch blog (URL=http://retractionwatch.com/2014/10/09/should-papers-be-retracted-
if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole) , which points out that “this isn’t the first time a scientist has added a fictional
co-author to a paper to make a point”. “In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named Afghan hound,
Galadriel Mirkwood, to a Journal of Experimental Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific
papers.

“Hilarious as these examples are, it does prove a point that’s a little less fun: The scientific community needs to be
on its toes about who (or what) is writing the papers they publish, to help keep merde out of the literature.”

Send links to topical, insightful and quirky online comment by and about academics to
chris.parr@tesglobal.com
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Dr Fraud and the strange case of the online science journals

Studies with dubious standards are diluting the integrity of research

Anjana Ahuja

} / T
Borat Sagdiyeyv, alter ego of comedian Sacha Baron Cohen, was briefly placed on the board of the journal Immunology and Vaccines © Getty

APRIL 17,2017 by Anjana Ahuja

Dr Anna O Szust is exactly the kind of trophy academic that scientific journals crave on their
editorial boards. She exhibits a breathtaking sweep of scholarship, stretching from the theory of
science in sport to zeitgeisty writing on whether spring-born women are the most attractive.
With an impressive CV, plus profiles on Twitter and Google+, she is juggling offers from 48

journals.

Only the book chapters do not exist. She has not published any papers in peer-reviewed
journals, nor is she featured in any established academic database. Oszust means fraud in
Polish. This Dr Fraud is the beautifully crafted and wholly fictitious centrepiece of a sting
operation designed to expose the growing problems associated with pay-to-publish, open-access

journals.

The proliferation of such online journals allows scientific knowledge to be disseminated more
widely, cheaply and equitably. But alongside reputable examples flourish so-called “predatory”
journals, published primarily to fatten wallets. They feast on academia’s pervasive “publish or
perish” culture, and pose a risk to science if poor vetting regimes allow badly conducted studies

to slip past.
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20/10/2017 Dr Fraud and the strange case of the online science journals
Open-access publication usually works like this: academics hand over a fee to submit an original
research paper. The fee, which can run to hundreds of dollars, covers the costs of sending the
paper out for external review by experts, and replaces subscription revenue. The publisher

pockets the fee and the academic earns a coveted place in a peer-reviewed journal.

In reality, though, the reviewing and editing at some journals is minimal to non-existent. The
researchers, who published their findings in Nature, were inspired to create Dr Fraud after

receiving multiple unsolicited invitations to join boards unrelated to their expertise.

To test just how unfussy some of these new open-access journals were, Dr Katarzyna Pisanski,
from Sussex University, and three former colleagues from the University of Wroclaw in Poland,
created a fake social media profile for Dr Anna O Szust. They sent her CV and a letter requesting
a place on the editorial board, to 360 journals. The applications went to three types of journal:
120 went to those on a widely used register meeting strict quality standards; 120 to recognised
open-access journals; and 120 to start-ups previously identified as “predatory”. Dr Szust’s

credentials, the researchers said, were “dismally inadequate”.

Reassuringly, none of the journals in the first group was taken in. Eight in the second group,
and an incredible 40 “predatory” journals, offered her a post on their editorial boards. Some
requested payment for the privilege; others asked her to organise conferences or solicit

submissions, with Dr Szust promised a cut of the proceeds. None unmasked her as a sham.

The researchers conclude: “This rise of predatory journals threatens the quality of scholarship.
Without a credible editorial board, flawed scientific papers become an increasing problem.” It is
depressingly easy to see how such journals could conceivably lead to fake science, by ladling

bogus “facts” into an expanding digital soup.

Dr Fraud follows in the imaginary footsteps of Hoss Cartwright, the invention of German
bioinformatics professor Burkhard Morgenstern. Despite a CV boasting a doctorate in Studies of
Dunnowhat, the fictitious Cartwright was appointed to five editorial boards. Prof Morgenstern
also briefly placed Borat Sagdiyev, the toe-curling Kazakh alter ego of comedian Sacha Baron

Cohen, on the board of the journal Immunology and Vaccines.

Spectral authors also haunt the scientific canon. One physicist, frustrated at having his paper
repeatedly rejected, finally saw it published after changing the title and adding a fictitious co-

author, Stronzo Bestiale. It means “total asshole” in Italian.
The writer is a science commentator

Letter in response to this column:
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Advances in human wisdom will help solve Al challenge / From Prof Horace Barlow, Trinity

College, Cambridge, UK
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Weekly transmissions from the blogosphere

“Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale
[translation - total asshole]?” asks a post on Parolacce - the
self-declared “only italian scientific blog on profanity”
(http://ow.ly/DcVFI).

“A dose of mistrust would be justified: the name says it all,” the
post continues. “Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a
physicist in Palermo, Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious
scientific peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of Statistical
Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a
meeting of American Physical Society in Monterey””

The blog - highlighted to Times Higher Education after our story
about the French phrase for “your mother in a leopard-skin
G-string” being included in a paper (http://ow.ly/DevEU) - is
written by Vito Tartamella, author and managing editor of the
science monthly Focus, and it goes on to detail his investigations
into the veracity of Mr Bestiale’s publication record.

“| tried to find this person in Italian telephone directories,” he
says. “In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of
them, however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or Asshole: who would
call their own son that?)”

It turns out, unsurprisingly, that Stronzo Bestiale does not exist.
The name appears “in the papers authored by Bill Moran and
William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory”.

DrTartamella wrote to Professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him
the true story of Stronzo Bestiale.

He was told that while travelling on a flight to Paris, Professor
Hoover had been sat next to two Italian women who “spoke among
themselves, saying continually: ‘Che stronzo (what an asshole)!’,
‘Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)’”

The phrases stuck in Professor Hoover's mind, so he found out
what Stronzo Bestiale meant. He decided the name would be the
perfect co-author for a paper that had been refused publication by
two journals already, so he “decided to submit my papers again,
simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author”.
The paper was published.

Although not everyone took the joke well (the then president of
the Italian Physical Society described it as an offence “to the entire
Italian scientific community”), it “laid bare how vulnerable control
systems in the review of scientific research were (and still are!)”,
DrTartamella writes.

“Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale
continues to be present as the author of publications in scientific
databases: is it not extraordinary?”

The post was picked up by the Retraction Watch blog
(http://ow.ly/DcYZa), which points out that “this isn’t the first time
a scientist has added a fictional co-author to a paper to make a
point”. “In 1978, Polly Matzinger added her impeccably-named
Afghan hound, Galadriel Mirkwood, to a Journal of Experimental
Medicine paper to protest the use of passive voice in scientific
papers.

“Hilarious as these examples are, it does prove a point that’s a
little less fun: The scientific community needs to be on its toes
about who (or what) is writing the papers they publish, to help
keep merde out of the literature.”

Chris Parr

@ Send links to topical, insightful and quirky online comment

by and about academics to chris.parr@tesglobal.com
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This Widely Cited Physicist Is A Total Asshole. He
Also Doesn't Exist.

12 October 2014 Sunday 16:16

Stronzo Bestiale has published study in some of the world's most esteemed physics
journals, and his co-authors are generally leading members in their fields. But Stronzo
Bestiale, whose name suggests "total asshole"” in Italian, has a secret. He sort...
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Stronzo Bestiale has published study in some of the world's most esteemed physics
journals, and his co-authors are generally leading members in their fields. But Stronzo
Bestiale, whose name suggests "total asshole" in Italian, has a secret. He sort of does not
exist.

Science writer Vito Tartamella recently uncovered Bestiale's secret when he came across a
paper by physicists Bill Moran and William G. Hoover that lists Bestiale as a co-author. The
paper in query: "Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas," initially published in 1987 in the
Journal of Statistical Physics.

Tartamella — who is not only Italian, himself, but the author of a book on surnames —
instantly noticed Bestiale's uncommon designation and decided to appear him up in the
phonebook. Nothing at all. The man has a Scopus profile that lists him as an active
researcher at the Institute of Experimental Physics, University of Vienna, but he does not
appear in the phonebook. Puzzled, Tartamelle reached out to 1 of Bestiale's co-authors:

| wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the correct story of Stronzo Bestiale.
Here's what he mentioned. "At that time," he says, "we have been quite active in the
development of a new computational strategy, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics,
connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the second law of thermodynamics. The
concept was born during meetings at CECAM (Centre Européen de Calcul Atomique et
Moléculaire) in Lausanne,Switzerland, and the Enrico Fermi summer school organized at
Lake Como with Giovanni Ciccotti, professor of condensed matter physics at the University
La Sapienza University in Rome. In these meetings, the theoretical image of this approach
was clear to me, so | wrote numerous papers on the subject along with some colleagues.
But the reviewers of Physical Assessment Letters and the Journal of Statistical
Physicsrefused to publish my texts: they contained as well innovative tips."

Meanwhile, Hoover continues, "while | was traveling on a flight to Paris, subsequent to me
had been two Italian ladies who spoke amongst themselves, saying continually: "Che
stronzo (what an asshole)!", "Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)". These phrases had stuck in
my thoughts. So, in the course of a CECAM meeting, | asked Ciccotti what they meant.
When he explained it to me, | believed that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the fantastic
co-author for a refused publication. So | decided to submit my papers once more, basically
by altering the title and adding the name of that author. And the analysis was published."
Remarkable.

Tartamella has been updating his post with other scientific jokes and made-up authors that
have made their way into scientific journals, which are definitely worth checking out. A
single of our favorites comes from Ivan Oransky at Retraction Watch (where we initial heard
inform of Stronzo Bestiale), who recalls the case of immunologist Polly Matzinger, who, in
1978, listed as one of her co-authors 1 Galadriel Mirkwood (her Afghan hound).

[Vito Tartamella by means of Retraction Watch]

Our editors found this article on this site using Google and regenerated it for our readers.

Gooor (RG] (wiweete] 6] (841

tn



30/5/2016 The Secret Jokes Scientists Slip Into Research Papers Are Delightfully Nerdy—Here’s Proof

The Secret Jokes Scientists Slip Into Research Papers
Are Delightfully Nerdy—Here’s Proof

Scientists have senses of humor too!
iStock.

I
t was formatted like any run-of-the-mill physics paper, with sections for the introduction, experiment

description, and results. The subject was experimental nonlocal and surreal Bohmian trajectories—
heavy reading for sure, but par for the course in Science Advances, where it was published in late
February. In a nearly final draft, at the bottom of the third page, the authors had clarified: “The
particles in this article are photons, as was the case in Kocsis et al.” But before the article went to
press, one of the authors, Howard Wiseman of Griffith University in Australia, decided to have a bit of

fun.
So the published version of the paper read:

Advertisement
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The particles in this article (Although “the particles in this article” is in this particular article,
consider “the particles in an article” as part of an article. As any articulate party would know, the
particles in “the particles in an article” are “the” and “in,” whereas the articles in “the particles in an

article” are “the” and “an,” but the particular article in “the particles in an article” is “the.” “p.s.” is all
that is left when you take the “article” out of “particles.”) are photons, as was the case in Kocsis et

al.

It takes a fair bit of chutzpah to embed a paragraph-long linguistic witticism within an otherwise
legitimate sentence in a peer-reviewed physics article. (It's not something you're likely to try early in
your career.) Wiseman says he “had to plead a little bit for the other authors to agree,” but he won
them over. One of his co-authors, Aephraim Steinberg of the University of Toronto, complimented
Wiseman on his punnery; he figured it would never make it past the editors anyway. And yet, when
the paper was published, there it was. “The editors either didn’t notice it or found it amusing too,”
says Steinberg.

It wasn’t Wiseman'’s first time engaging in peer-reviewed shenanigans. A couple of years ago, he
published a paper on strategies for dealing with photon loss in optical circuits and insisted that one of
the paper’s sections be divided up as follows:

IV. DEALING WITH LOSS

A. Dealing with loss: Denial

C. Dealing with loss: Depression

|
|
I B. Dealing with loss: Anger
|
I D. Dealing with loss: Hope

“We had to fight the proof editor to get it in, but we won,” says Wiseman. The editor’s objections were
not particularly in response to the humor, Wiseman notes, but rather to the use of nonstandard terms
in describing a physical system. Wiseman countered that the terms could very well describe a human
experimenter working with a physical system. In the end, it was a small victory for those trying to add
a little levity to the drudgery of scientific publishing.

For some scientists, sneaking inside jokes or clever wordplay past reviewers and editors is
something of a hobby—perhaps even a mission that pits authorial creativity against editorial
curmudgeondom. This nefarious act of adding a bit of fun to the seemingly cold and calculating world
of science has a rich tradition. Back in 1948, physicists Ralph Alpher and George Gamow were
getting ready to submit an important paper on the physics of the big bang to the journal Physical
Review, when they decided that it would be amusing to add the name of their colleague, physicist
Hans Bethe, as a co-author. Bethe wasn'’t involved in the research or the writing of the paper—but
they thought “Alpher—Bethe—Gamow” had a nice ring to it, echoing the first three letters of the Greek
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alphabet. (Indeed, the article has been known as the “alpha-beta-gamma paper” ever since.) And in

the 1980s, a mysterious author named “Stronzo Bestiale” (Italian for “total asshole”) started being

credited on a variety of physics and chemistry journals. Turns out, he doesn’t exist (surprise!)—he
was an invention of American physicist William Hoover, who at first was seeking revenge for a
rejected article and then just kept using it. A team of Swedish researchers, meanwhile, recently
admitted to sneaking Bob Dylan lyrics into their paper titles for some 17 years.

Of course, trickery in academic publishing is not always of the innocent linguistic variety. There’s the
famous Sokal hoax of 1996, in which a physicist submitted a fake article to a cultural studies journal,
to see if their editors could distinguish gibberish from sincere postmodern scholarship; as it turned
out, they could not. Other scientists parlay their humor into second careers: Physicist Helen Arney is
also a professional stand-up comic; Mayim Bialik, who plays a neuroscientist on The Big Bang
Theory, is also one in real life; Randall Munroe was a rocket scientist at NASA before turning to
comic strip writing (including the much-loved xkcd web comic) full time. And science humor is the

raison d’etre of two different faux journal magazines, the The Journal of Irreproducible Results and

the Annals of Improbable Research. A favorite article from the former focuses on the perils of pickles,

asserting that “99.9 percent of all people who die from cancer have eaten pickles” and that “99.7
percent of the people involved in air and auto accidents ate pickles within 14 days preceding the
accident.” The author’s conclusion: “Eat orchid petal soup. Practically no one has any problems from
eating orchid petal soup.” The Annals, meanwhile, oversees the annual Ig Nobel prizes, awarded for
“achievements that first make people laugh, and then make them think.” Last year’s mathematics
prize went to two researchers who used “mathematical techniques to determine whether and how
Moulay Ismael the Bloodthirsty, the Sharifian Emperor of Morocco, managed, during the years from
1697 through 1727, to father 888 children.” (The researchers’ conclusion: Yes, the emperor “could
have reached his notorious reproductive success with fewer copulations than assumed so far—thus
the historic reports could be facts and not fancy.”)

Granted, the emperor’s tireless copulations lend themselves to a bit of humor; photons and Bohmian
trajectories, less so. And alas, sometimes curmudgeondom gets the last laugh. About 10 weeks after
the paper by Wiseman, Steinberg, and their colleagues appeared in Science Advances, the editors
decided the punnery was beneath the journal’s dignity—and excised the offending lines from the
article. (The journal doesn’t have a print edition, so only those who downloaded the article prior to
late April will get to see Wiseman'’s clever wordplay. Everyone else will have to read this story, |
guess.) “The bad news is that, while the proof editors obviously had a sense of humor, the scientific
editors were not cool with it, once they found out it was there,” says Wiseman.

And so that particular article part has departed.

Commander Hadfield, nooooo!
Thomas Lucas, from the video

Macabre? Sure. But my sense of humor runs dark sometimes, and | love science fiction, so this
(very) short animation (very) briefly depicting a bunch of ways hapless space explorers can undergo
Death in Space cracked me up.
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| could nitpick the science—you won'’t explode if you crack your helmet, but it won’t exactly be fun
either—but that’s not really in the spirit of the thing. And that’s coming from a guy who literally wrote

the book on this subject.

Tip o’ the spacesuit helmet to i09.

Phil Plait writes Slate’s Bad Astronomy blog and is an astronomer, public speaker, science

evangelizer, and author of Death From the Skies!
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The ghost of Stronzo Bestiale — and other
fake scientific authors

Sophie Fessl
Jan 14,2017 - 4 min read

What do you do if one of the authors on your paper is a total asshole?

I V' or most scientists, an asshole as co-author probably just a fact of life to get on
with. For some, it’s a joke. “Stronzo Bestiale” is co-author of two physics papers
from 1987 and, as science writer Vito Tartamella found out , the man who’s name

means “total asshole” in Italian, has a secret — he doesn’t exist.

Vito Tartamella, an Italian science writer, uncovered Stronzo Bestiale’s secret in
October 2014 when Tartamella, who had written a book on surnames, decided to
investigate the scientist’s rather unusual surname. As Tartamella discovered, several
Italians are “assholes”, but a Stronzo Bestiale cannot be found in any phone books of
Italy. Tartamella contacted the then Chancellor of the University of Palermo, where
Bestiale supposedly worked when publishing the 1987 paper in the Journal of
Statistical Physics — to find out that no Stronzo Bestiale existed there at the time. On
his sleuth, Tartamella finally contacted one of the other authors of Bestiale’s papers,
William G. Hoover. Before retiring, Hoover had worked at the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory at the University of California. And so the true story of Stronzo
Bestiale came to light: In the 1980s, William G. Hoover developed a new

computational technique, called non-equilibrium molecular dynamics.
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And this is how a total asshole made it onto three
physics papers.

But his papers were rejected by the major physics journals, in his words because they
contained “too innovative ideas”. On a plane, he overheard two Italian women talking
about “Stronzo bestiale” and “che stronzo (what an asshole)”. When an Italian
colleague explained to Hoover what it meant, Hoover decided that “Stronzo Bestiale”
would make the ideal co-author for his rejected publications. Hoover changed the title,
added Stronzo Bestiale to the list of authors — and the papers were published. And

this is how a total asshole made it onto three physics papers.

One of Bestiale’s papers, in the Journal of Statistical Physics, even has 167 citations
according to Google Scholar. And the somewhat successful physicist even has a listing
on Scopus, a large citation and abstract database for peer-reviewed research literature.
Scopus lists Bestiale as researcher at the Institute for Experimental Physics at the
University of Vienna, also the affiliation of Bestiale’s second 1987 paper in the Journal
of Chemical Physics. Sadly, there is no entry for Stronzo Bestiale in the phone directory
of the University of Vienna, and also the Institute for Experimental Physics seems

unaware of the ghost researcher residing in its midst.

Eventually, door number 354 carried the plate:
“Prof. A. Kabelschacht”.

tronzo Bestiale is not the only “ghost” who has sneaked into scientific papers.
S The Max Planck Institute for Physics in Munich has its own prolific fictional
researcher, Prof. Alois Kabelschacht. Apparently, in the 1970s, all rooms at the MPI
were designated with room number and the name of the researcher working in the
office. No research was, however, carried out behind door number 354: it was where
the cable duct was hidden. And with German orderliness, the room was duly named
“Kabelschacht”, the German term for cable duct. This gave rise to the running gag
among employees that, if any problems arise, they could go talk to Mister
Kabelschacht. At the MPI, only professors’ nameplates carried their titles, e.g. Prof.
Heisenberg. Eventually, also the office of visiting professors were marked with Prof.
And over time, employees at the MPI decided that also Mister Kabelschacht deserved a

title for being so helpful in their discussions. Eventually, door number 354 carried the



plate: “Prof. A. Kabelschacht”. And now that Kabelschacht was professor, MPI
members decided that he should also publish papers. Prof. Kabelschacht’s first co-
authored paper was with Peter Breitenlohner in 1979 in Nuclear Physics B. This paper
was followed by several others, including one written only by Alois Kabelschacht in
1987 on a method now used in the programming language LaTeX. In contrast to
Stronzo Bestiale, Prof Alois Kabelschacht’s research is still going strong: in 2008, “Prof.
Alois Kabelschacht” published a paper on high energy physics, again in Nuclear Physics
B. And you can befriend Kabelschacht on Facebook, though he’s sadly not been active
since 2014.

t’s not just ghost researchers who make it onto the author lists of scientific papers.
I Andre Geim, one of the 2010 Physics Nobel laureates, famously published a paper
together with H.A.M.S.ter Tisha, his hamster. Polly Matzinger, a French immunologist,
used Galadriel Mirkwood, her Afghan Hound, as co-author of one of her early
publications. According to Ted Anton, author of the book Bold Science, Matzinger did
so as she didn’t want to write in the passive voice usual for scientific papers but also felt
too insecure to write in the first person “I” as the sole author of the paper. With
Galadriel’s help, she got around it, and got to write: “we report here...”.
So, what do you do if one of your co-authors is a total asshole? Maybe check that he

isn’t a Sicilian physicist who has been hiding since 1987...
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Todos hemos tenido companieros de trabajo algo irritantes y conocemos a gente que no
merece la suerte profesional que ha tenido. Puede que incluso les hayamos adjudicado
algin mote ofensivo a sus espaldas. Es natural. Sin embargo, imagina que de repente, el
trabajo de una de esas personas apareciera firmado con esos mismos motes malsonantes.
Un papel oficial coronado por un sonoro “Completo Gilipollas”. Se hace duro hasta de
leer. Sin embargo, existe un documento asi, o, mejor dicho: dos.

Se trata de un par de articulos cientificos publicados en prestigiosas y sesudas revistas de
fisica. En su cabecera puedes ver “Stronzo Bestiale” o “S. Bestiale” que traducido del
italiano seria algo asi como “Completo Gilipollas”. Siempre como tercer autor, un puesto
modesto pero apreciado; sobre todo teniendo en cuenta que esas dos revistas pertenecen
a lo que se conoce como primer cuartil, lo cual significa que estan entre la cuarta parte
maés famosa de todas las revistas de su disciplina. Cuantas méas publicaciones tengas y en
mejores revistas estén mas posibilidades hay de que consigas una beca o una plaza fija. Es
el sueno de cualquier investigador y extranamente, el sefior Bestiale hizo pleno. De dos
articulos publicados, dos que han salido en revistas lider de su campo. ¢Cémo es posible?
¢Quién es ese genio de tan desafortunado nombre? La respuesta deja en muy mal lugar,
no a sus padres, sino a las revistas cientificas.

El misterio del Completo Gilipollas

Las mismas dudas que estan pasando por tu cabeza son las que sinti6 Vito Tartamella en
2014, cuando la firma de Stronzo se cruzoé en su vida. Cualquier otra persona con
conocimientos de italiano se habria reido un rato con la casualidad y habria continuado
con sus cosas, pero ese no era el caso de Tartamella. Resulta que aquel hombre se habia
vuelto un experto en nombres italianos tras publicar un libro sobre el tema y no le sonaba
que existiera ningin Stronzo. Tartamella y aquel misterio parecian estar hechos el uno
para el otro.

Asi pues, el experto decidi6 empezar empleando la herramienta més bésica del detective,
el listin telefonico. Al parecer habia unos cuantos apellidados Bestiale, y algtin que otro
Stronzieto, pero ningn Stronzo y mucho menos Stronzo Bestiale, lo cual tiene cierto
sentido, pues ¢qué padres llamarian asi a su hijo? Aquello era extrano. De repente,
Tartamella se encontraba persiguiendo a un fantasma.

Nada parecia tener sentido. Si no existia écdmo era posible que aquel hombre hubiera
podido publicar un articulo? O, lo que es méas, que acumulara mas de 152 citas (176 ahora)
Las citas son una de las formas en que se valora la calidad del trabajo de un cientifico. Es
un sistema algo perverso que no distingue si estan hablando de ti para elogiar tu trabajo o
para criticarlo, porque lo inico que cuenta es que la gente hable. En cualquier caso, 152
era un namero mas que decente para solo tener dos articulos. El misterio no se podia
quedar asi, por lo que Tartamella saco la segunda herramienta del detective: el correo.



Captura del Scopus de Stronzo Bestiale mostrando sus dos articulos publicados./Foto: anoénimo

Doctor Hoover, supongo

Nuestro protagonista estaba decidido. Encendi6 el correo y comenzé a redactar un correo
dirigido al doctor Hoover, aparentemente el investigador principal de los dos articulos
publicados por Stronzo. Es maés, en un tercer articulo de Hoover habia un apartado de
agradecimientos donde resaltaba la influencia que el Dr. Bestiale habia tenido en su
trabajo. No era descabellado pensar que esos dos eran conocidos, o incluso buenos
amigos, asi que équién mejor para deshacer este entuerto?

IV, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Discussions with Daan Frenkel and S. Bestiale were
particularly useful. They pointed out the desirability of
choosing constraint forces orthogonal to the desired
current. The CRAY computer time required for this
work was furnished by the Cray Group on Statistical
Mechanics of the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche.
The work at Livermore was performed under the
auspices of the United States Department of Energy un-
der University of California, Contract No. W-7405-
ENG-43.

Agradecimientos en los que Hoover se refiere al seiior Bestiale diciendo lo siguiente: "Las
conversaciones con Daan Frenkel y S. Bestiale fueron particularmente utiles.[...]"/Foto: anénimo

La respuesta de Hoover no tardo en llegar, pero, desde luego, no era lo que Tartamella
esperaba. Al parecer, en aquella época él y su equipo estaban desarrollando una nueva
técnica computacional que permitiria simular sistemas biologicos complejos como la
manera en que algunas moléculas se pliegan dando forma a su estructura, o el
intercambio de sustancias de las células con el medio, a través de su membrana. Sin
embargo, por aquel entonces se trataba de un campo bastante nuevo y disruptivo y que se
apoyaba en areas dispares de la fisica y las matematicas. En otras palabras, era lo
suficientemente innovador como que su publicacion diera problemas.

Cuando un equipo de investigacion envia un articulo a la revista donde quieren
publicarlo, lo mejor que pueden hacer es ponerse a trabajar en otra cosa mientras esperan
la respuesta. Su aprobacion es un proceso lento, y no solo por la burocracia, sino porque
depende de que la revista encuentre a expertos sin conflictos de intereses, que puedan
valorar la calidad del articulo en cuestion. Es lo que se conoce como revisidon por pares y
en ella cada experto da su opinidn justificando por qué considera que ha de aceptarse o



rechazarse el articulo, indicando las cosas que ve necesario cambiar o cualquier
sugerencia que tenga para mejorar el trabajo. Aparte de esto, el editor de la revista se
reserva el derecho a decidir si les interesa el articulo independientemente de su calidad.
En resumen, las modas afectan a qué articulos se publican y cémo lo hacen.

Volviendo al Doctor Hoover, segin relata él mismo, present6 un articulo sobre esta nueva
técnica computacional a dos revistas (Physical Review Letters y Journal of Statistical
Physics), pero ambas lo rechazaron alegando que era “demasiado innovador”. Por
supuesto, no sabemos si esa fue la tinica critica, pero tenemos un dato incluso mas
interesante. Ante la negativa, Hoover decidi rebelarse y se dispuso a reenviar el articulo,
pero con dos ligeros cambios. El primero fue el titulo, que sustituyo por algo mas
comedido. El segundo fue afiadir a un nuevo autor, para evitar sospechas. Pero ¢quién?
¢A quién poner para que compartiera el mérito con el doctor Bill Moran y é1?

¢, Qué significa qué? Pues mucho mejor

Dandole vueltas a aquello, le vino a la mente la conversaciéon que habia interceptado
volando a Paris. Dos mujeres de avanzada edad estaban hablando en italiano sobre
alguien y no dejaban de repetir airadamente “stronzo” y “stronzo bestiale”. Hoover debio
de pensar que se trataba del nombre del individuo en cuestion, pero antes de usarlo
decidio6 confirmarlo, no fuera a estar cometiendo un error. Al preguntarle a un amigo
italohablante, este se ri6 y le tradujo la expresion. Aquello habria hecho cambiar la
decision de cualquiera, pero no la de Hoover, que, reafirmado en su postura contestataria
envio el articulo por segunda vez.

Curiosamente, la misma revista que habia rechazado sus ideas unos meses antes, ahora la
habia aceptado de buen grado. Sin criticas serias ni apenas sugerencias. En unos meses
Stronzo Bestiale lucia como coautor de un paper en, ni mas ni menos que Journal of
Statistical Physics. La subjetividad de los editores habia quedado expuesta y no solo eso,
sino que les habian colado un buen gol, porque habian aprobado el trabajo de una
persona inexistente, alguien que bien podria ser un fraude, pues se declaraba trabajador
de una universidad que no habia oido hablar de él y poseedor de un titulo que,
evidentemente, no tenia. Para Hoover aquello era un quod erat demostrandum en toda
regla y para Tartamella un gran articulo con el que descubrir el pastel. A fin de cuentas,
Hoover ya estaba jubilado y no tenia gran cosa que perder.



Editor’s Note

Re: Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas, Bill Moran, William G. Hoover,

and ...'
It has comc to my attention that the name given as the third author in the
above paper is in fact a rather obscene expression in [talian. I apologize to

the readers for not catching this stupidity of the other two authors.

Jocl L. Lebowilz

Comunicado en que Joel L. Lebowitz, editor del Journal of Statistical Physics, se disculpa ante los
lectores por no haber detectado la "estupidez” de los dos autores./Foto: an6nimo

Por supuesto, cuando los responsables de la revista se enteraron pusieron el grito en el
cielo y rogaron disculpas. Incluso algunos investigadores italianos llegaron a tomarlo
como una ofensa hacia su trabajo. En resumen, la maniobra de Hoover no pasé
desapercibida y se suma al gran nimero de casos en que el aparentemente estricto corte
de las revistas cientificas muestra sus sesgos mas humanos. Lo cual nos lleva a reflexionar
sobre lo importante que es leer todo en profundidad antes de formarse una opinién. Que
algo se publique en Nature o Science no avala automaticamente todas sus afirmaciones,
recordemos la cantidad de articulos cuestionables que han publicado estas revistas, como
fue el caso de la memoria del agua.

Desconfiemos de todo, busquemos las fuentes, indaguemos cémo se ha obtenido tal o cual
informacién y entendamos que tener una opinion valida es costoso en tiempo. Cuanto
menos invirtamos en formarla, menos valdra lo que tengamos que decir.

QUE NO TE LA CUELEN:

No todo lo que se publica en una revista cientifica de prestigio es bueno ni todo lo
que se descarta es malo. Para determinar esto hay que indagar en las caracteristicas
y los resultados del estudio, porque el criterio de las revistas tiene sesgos y sigue
modas, como es natural.

BIBLIOGRAFIA (MLA):

SE HABLA DE:CienciaHistoria

©2020


https://www.larazon.es/tags/ciencia/
https://www.larazon.es/tags/historia/

5 Really Stupid Jokes Hidden In Really Smart
Places

f Facebook G + Google Plus * Add to Favorites +

By @ Teddem Yee . Stronzo Bestiale « December 09,2016

There are certain places where you'd expect to find jokes -- comedy clubs, Cracked.com, everything
Breitbart publishes -- and certain places where you wouldn't: cancer wards, the Holocaust Museum,
Cracked.com (if you're one of those jerks). But even the most serious efforts need to break the

tension once in a while, so we wind up with ...

5 The Fart Joke Hidden In The Periodic Table

Eyematrix/iStock

The element plutonium was discovered by Glenn Seaborg and his team in 1941, but he wasn't
allowed to tell the world about his groundbreaking discovery at the time, because the USA was
using it to develop the atomic bomb. The government decided that the fun secret ingredient for

nuclear apocalypse should probably stay, well ... secret, so all references to sinister plutonium in the
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Manhattan Project were swapped out for benign copper. And that's why, to this day, enthusiastic but
misguided science fans -- you can tell they love science by their trucks full of beakers and chemicals

-- sometimes strip abandoned buildings for copper wire.
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Then get strip searched when arrested by the coppers.

After the war ended, they were finally allowed to publish the existence of the 94th element, and

Seaborg, its discoverer, was given the honor of naming_it. Chemists at the time occasionally nhamed

elements after planets, the most recent being neptunium, so nobody blinked when Seaborg went

ahead and called his element plutonium. But he did it primarily so that plutonium's abbreviation on
the Periodic Table would be "Pu" -- it should've logically been "PI," but Seaborg was oddly insistent
about the abbreviation, because plutonium smells like butt, and also because Seaborg was a giant

man-child and we love him for it.
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He also discovered piss-tassium and barfanese.

Seaborg assumed that the committee would swiftly reject the proposal, and chide him for his
immaturity, but the prank slipped right through, and was accepted as the official chemical symbol.

And that's how Seaborg was granted a Nobel Prize for the world's most epic fart joke.

4 The Coded Jokes That Littered The Apollo 11 Mission

NASA

The Apollo 11 mission landed human beings on the moon for the first time. It was a serious,
important, somber affair ... run largely by computer nerds, and hence, full of juvenile humor. In July

2016, someone dumped the entire source code for the Apollo 11 command module into the public

domain, and space geeks got an eyeful of all the "TRASHY LITTLE SUBROUTINES" and '60s culture

references the programmers left hidden between lines of the Apollo code. For example, the lunar

module's landing sequence was coded "FLAGORGY."

Github

Also, a note reading "WE FAKED THIS WHOLE THING."
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If the radar antenna was out of place upon landing, the code included a command to "crank the silly
thing around," and after someone had achieved the monumentally dangerous task of fixing it,

another cheeky command instructed the astronauts to "see if he's lying" before proceeding.

NASA

"Roger. Commencing cranking of silly thing. Over."

It's actually heartwarming to know that, even in the pure and noble pursuit of scientific advancement

for all mankind, there's always time to stop and just screw around for a bit.

3 The Brilliant Physicist Who Could Lick His Own Genitals

In November 1975, physics professors Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard published a

groundbreaking_paper on particle physics that is still being referenced today. The paper made

Hetherington a minor celebrity in the physics world, and folks were understandably eager to also
track down co-author and assumed genius, F. D. C. Willard. That proved more difficult than they
thought, not because Willard was some Tesla-style introverted prodigy, but because he was a cat.

Not like "a hip cat." An actual housecat.

"That's Professor Actual Housecat to you, pal."

So0000 ... maybe check the crawlspace?

See, when Hetherington put together his research paper -- on his own, it turned out -- he used the
royal "we" throughout the article, something we personally just can't stand. Physical Review Letters
refused to publish the article as written, on the basis that there was only one credited author, and
without proper grammar, what are we but cavemen, flailing ineffectually through the universe until
we crap out and die? So Hetherington, rather than rewrite the paper, took the lazy way out and

simply credited a second researcher -- his cat, Willard.

Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard

Really his "signature" should have been a tip-off.

2 The Important Research Of Professor Total Asshole

In 1987, American physicist William Hoover had a paper rejected by the editors of two different
publications. Convinced that his staggering work of heartbreaking genius could only have been
dismissed for being "too innovative," Hoover resubmitted his work, changing only the title and co-

crediting a fictional researcher named Prof. Stronzo Bestiale.
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Authoring it "Dr. Fakey VonFakename" would have been too obvious.

"Stronzo bestiale" is Italian for (approximately) "total asshole." Nobody even noticed the esteemed

work of Professor Total Asshole until 2011, when a writer contacted Hoover to ask about the elusive

Prof. Bestiale, to which Hoover replied that he had heard the phrase spoken by two Italian women
during a flight, and decided that it sounded like a good name for a physicist. The joke went
unnoticed for so long that Hoover and Bestiale actually had a bit of a career together, although it's

rumored that only Hoover would work with him, since Bestiale could be a bit of a ... prick.
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Also rumored that he got his PhD from Brown University.

1 The Long, Long History Of Academic Articles And Puns
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Obviously, the easiest place to slip a joke into a research paper is right there in the title. The folks
over at Slate have put together an extensive collection of research papers whose authors clearly
reached way harder for puns than they did for scientific greatness. For example, this article on the
various things you apparently don't want to find coming out of your pee-hole, creatively titled: "From

Urethra With Shove: Bladder Foreign Bodies. A Case Report And Review."

In 2008, researchers did a study on neck injuries experienced by head bangers, and titled the article

"Stuck Between Rock And A Hard Bass." A 2011 psychological study into the positive consequences
of pet ownership was titled "Friends With Benefits," which we sure hope was a joke. Another article
published in the British Medical Journal noted that, while anecdotal evidence has suggested that the
use of a parachute can mitigate death when falling from a great height, no scientific studies have

ever been done to prove it. So they did that admittedly unnecessary study, and titled it "Parachute

Use To Prevent Death And Major Trauma Related To Gravitational Challenge."
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Pictured: Research

In 2014, someone noticed that a surprisingly high number of economics articles were written by co-
authors who shared the same surname. They recruited four unrelated economists, all with the last

name "Goodman," to do a study on the phenomenon , and titled it "A Few Goodmen: Surname-

Sharing Economist Coauthors."

Finally, there was the 1974 article, published in the Journal Of Applied Behavior Analysis, by
researcher Dennis Upper. It was titled "The Unsuccessful Self-Treatment Of A Case Of Writer's
Block." At the risk of charges of plagiarism, we've decided to reprint the entire article here as it

appears in the journal:

JOAFRMAL OF APFLEED BEHAVIOR AMALYEH 1974, 7, 497 WURRER 3 (Fall 1974

THE UMNSUCCESSFUL SELF.TREATMENT OF
A CASE OF "WRITER'S BLOCK™

Denmis Urren
VETERANS ADMINESTRATION HOSPITAL, BROCKTOM, MASSACHUIETTS
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Mr. Yee would like to thank Prof. Stronzo Bestiale for his help in getting this article past the editors.
Watch Mr. Yee take down the stupidest news headlines on Facebook, and get ready for his

upcoming science and philosophy blog.

2016 is almost over. Yes the endless, rotten shit hurricane of a year which took away Bowie,
Prince and Florence Henderson and gave us Trump, Harambe and the Zika virus is finally
drawing to a close. So, to give this bitch a proper viking funeral, Jack O'Brien and the crew,
which includes Dan O'Brien, Alex Schmidt, and comedian Caitlin Gill, are going to send out 2016
with Cracked's year in review in review. They'll rectify where every other year-in-review goes
wrong by giving some much needed airtime to the positive stories from the 2016 and shedding

light on the year's most important stories that got overlooked. Get your tickets here.

For more hidden jokes, check out The Filthiest Joke Ever Hidden In A Children's Movie and 20

Hilarious Dirty Jokes Hidden In Pop Culture.
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9 Niche Blogs to Brighten Your Winter

BY MISS CELLANIA
JANUARY 22, 2015

January takes forever to get through.
The most unpleasant weather of the
year comes in January and February, but
at least February is short and full of
holidays. If you’re having a little trouble
keeping your spirits up, try some of
these incredibly focused and sometimes
bizarre blogs that will open a door to a

new subject for you.
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1. Hot People on Jeopardy!

TIM BUSINESS

TIM START ONLINE

TIM

I may be weird, but when I watch the
game show Jeopardy! (which I do
infrequently) I consider it a challenge
to see how I stack up against the
contestants -and occasionally as an
opportunity to show off in front of my
kids. But there are people who watch

the show to admire the contestants for
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their looks. The blog

Hot People on Jeopardy!’records the

more attractive contests for sharing,
discussion, and posterity. But no matter
who the contestants are, or how hot
they are, fans of the show and the blog
reserve their greatest admiration for

host Alex Trebek.

2. Star Trek Fact Check

Science fiction fans of all kinds love to
compare their knowledge of trivia and
history regarding their favorite
universe, and having a story that few
others know brings status among geeks.
As these stories are passed around, they
tend to grow and change, even if they
were born of truth. The Star Trek
universe is full of such stories, as it has
been around for almost 50 years. The

blog Star Trek Fact Check was born to

unearth the truth behind the

production of Star Trek: The Original

Seriee However the other later Star


http://jeopardyhotties.tumblr.com/
http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/
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Trek TV series are often in

consideration as well. In a recent post,

the author conducts an epic
deconstruction of a magazine issue

devoted to Star Trek history. A sample:

Claim: It wasn’t until the first
episode of the second season,
”The Trouble with Tribbles,”

that the [Klingon] race began
to emerge as the perfect foil

to Kirk and Co. (Page 76)

Verdict: False. The Klingons,
established in season one’s
”Errand of Mercy,” first re-
appeared in season two’s
”Friday’s Child,” the third
episode produced for the
second season and the
eleventh to air. The Klingons
actually make their third
appearance on Star Trek in
”The Trouble with Tribbles,”
which was the fifteenth
episode aired during season
two, and the thirteenth
produced. As for the first
episode of the second season,
”Amok Time” was the first
episode to be aired in season

two, and ”“Catspaw” was the


http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/2014/12/fact-check-cbs-watch-magazine-star-trek.html

first produced.

Star Trek Fact Check goes where no

man has gone before in the search for
the truth. This blog could keep you busy

for weeks.

3. NYC 1981

The blog NYC, 1981 focuses only on the

city of New York, and only on the year
1981. There is no dearth of material-
after all, the city’s newspapers were
filled every day. The blog was set up to

promote the movie A Most Violent Year.

The fact that it’s a promotional blog
doesn’t make it any less interesting, as
the subject matter could well stand on

its own.

New York City, 1981. Itisa
time that contributed
massively to culture as we
know it today, but a place
where you would probably not

want to raise your children.


http://startrekfactcheck.blogspot.com/
http://1981.nyc/
http://amostviolentyear.com/

Pulsing with chaotic energy
and apparent lawlessness, the
city was in a fragile state with
a total of 637,451 felonies
committed in 12 short
months. It was an era where
the line between good and
evil often seemed blurred,
and an individual’s success
was a testament to their
persistence. But there were
fissures of creativity and light
in the city’s asphalt crust, and
remarkable moments in
cultural history happened on

the regular.

It was the year that Fort Apache, The

Bronx was filmed amid protests against

the production, the city’s sanitation

department went on strike in

December, and hip-hop music was in its

infancy. There’s also retro media,
profiles of neighborhoods, and plenty of
graffiti.

4. Cemetery Travel



http://1981.nyc/joe-conzo-fort-apache-bronx/
http://1981.nyc/christmas-trash-strike-1981/
http://1981.nyc/exactly-j-walter-negro/

The web is full of travel blogs, but how

many focus on graveyards?

Cemetery Travel: Adventures in
Graveyards Around the World

is your go-to site for destination
cemeteries. Or maybe you already have
a destination, and need to fill out your
tourism schedule. Honestly, many cities
have cemetery tours, because those
places are part of their history, and one
area that usually isn’t in danger of
destruction or renovation. And many of
them are breathtakingly beautiful. You
could learn a lot from perusing this

blog.

5. Profanity

Photograph by Flickr user Chris Hardie.

Vito Tartamella keeps an Italian blog
called Parolacce. In English, that’s

Profanity, and ves, it’s all about


http://cemeterytravel.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chrishardie/14118722237/
http://www.parolacce.org/
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swearing and bad language. We are
lucky it’s available in several languages
(the translation button is to the right).
You might want to wait until you are in
the privacy of your home before reading

it.

6. Abandoned CDs

Abandoned CDs is a British blog that is

exactly what it says on the tin. Each
entry is a photograph of a discarded CD,
along with information on the date and
place it was found, plus a little research

on its contents. That’s all.

7. Drunk J. Crew

jyoo know
what, yoo
guys


http://abandonedcds.blogspot.co.uk/

yoo guys,
iyoo
know what?

'l

Have you ever noticed that the models
in the J. Crew catalog look drunk? I
haven’t either, as I don’t shop for
clothing until I have no choice. But
ethics professor Jen Ellison noticed,
and with a few captions that you’ve
heard before from drunk friends,

created the blog Drunk J. Crew. The

blog is fairly new, but I can see it lasting
a while because there’s got to be a lot of
raw material available. And it became a
hit so fast that people started

passing off Ellison’s work as their own.

There’s plenty to laugh at in the single
pictures, the photo essays, and even

an occasional video.

Here’s a single-subject blog that won’t


http://drunkjcrew.tumblr.com/
http://www.dailydot.com/lol/drunk-j-crew-behind-the-scenes/
http://drunkjcrew.tumblr.com/post/101700240490/yoo-guys-the-the-second-city-network-made-a-movie

tax your time. The Worst Cat has many

pictures of this “wet cat,” which is yes,
clearly a baby hippopotamus, but let’s

not ruin the joke for the author.

This is the best cat if you like
your cats to be really sweaty
and footballshaped and

disgusting

The testimonials at the bottom of the
endless scroll get to the heart of the

matter.

9.1 Quant NY

' . Starbucks Distance 4

¢
4

Distance in Miles
B 0.00-0.10
5 . 0.10-0.16 1
B 0.16-0.24 )
0 0.24-039
0.39-1.36
% Farthest Address

% Farthest S. of 96th St.

If the first entry on New York City in

this list appealed to a sense of nostalgia,
the second one will appeal to
mathematicians and graph geeks.

T Ouant NY is where statistics meets


http://worstcats.tumblr.com/
http://iquantny.tumblr.com/

B S

the Big Apple. There are many sources
for the data that goes into this blog,
resulting in posts about everything

from the most-blocked driveways to

how close the nearest Starbucks is to

getting the best deal on a Metrocard.

See more niche blogs in our

previous posts.
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There are certain places where you'd expect to find jokes -- comedy clubs, Cracked.com, everything Breitbart publishes -- and certain places where you wouldn't:
cancer wards, the Holocaust Museum, Cracked.com (if you're one of those jerks). But even the most serious efforts need to break the tension once in a while, so we
wind up with ...

5

The Fart Joke Hidden In The Periodic Table

Eyematrix/iStock

The element plutonium was discovered by Glenn Seaborg and his team in 1941, but he wasn't allowed to tell the world about his groundbreaking discovery at the
time, because the USA was using it to develop the atomic bomb. The government decided that the fun secret ingredient for nuclear apocalypse should probably stay,
well ... secret, so all references to sinister plutonium in the Manhattan Project were swapped out for benign copper. And that's why, to this day, enthusiastic but
misguided science fans -- you can tell they love science by their trucks full of beakers and chemicals -- sometimes strip abandoned buildings for copper wire.

PublicDomainPictures/PixabayThen get strip searched when arrested by the coppers.

After the war ended, they were finally allowed to publish the existence of the 94th element, and Seaborg, its discoverer, was given the honor of naming it. Chemists at
the time occasionally named elements after planets, the most recent being neptunium, so nobody blinked when Seaborg went ahead and called his element
plutonium. But he did it primarily so that plutonium's abbreviation on the Periodic Table would be "Pu" -- it should've logically been "Pl," but Seaborg was oddly
insistent about the abbreviation, because plutonium smells like butt, and also because Seaborg was a giant man-child and we love him for it.

Svyatoslav/PixabayHe also discovered piss-tassium and barfanese.
| Continue Reading Below

Seaborg assumed that the committee would swiftly reject the proposal, and chide him for his immaturity, but the prank slipped right through, and was accepted as the
official chemical symbol. And that's how Seaborg was granted a Nobel Prize for the world's most epic fart joke.

4

The Coded Jokes That Littered The Apollo 11 Mission

NASA

The Apollo 11 mission landed human beings on the moon for the first time. It was a serious, important, somber affair ... run largely by computer nerds, and hence, full

of juvenile humor. In July 2016, someone dumped the entire source code for the Apollo 11 command module into the public domain, and space geeks got an eyeful of
all the "TRASHY LITTLE SUBROUTINES" and '60s culture references the programmers left hidden between lines of the Apollo code. For example, the lunar module's
landing sequence was coded "FLAGORGY."

GithubAlso, a note reading "WE FAKED THIS WHOLE THING."

If the radar antenna was out of place upon landing, the code included a command to "crank the silly thing around," and after someone had achieved the monumentally
dangerous task of fixing it, another cheeky command instructed the astronauts to "see if he's lying" before proceeding.

NASA"Roger. Commencing cranking of silly thing. Over."
| Continue Reading Below

It's actually heartwarming to know that, even in the pure and noble pursuit of scientific advancement for all mankind, there's always time to stop and just screw around
for a bit.

3

The Brilliant Physicist Who Could Lick His Own Genitals
TeamK/Pixabay

In November 1975, physics professors Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. Willard published a groundbreaking paper on particle physics that is still being referenced
today. The paper made Hetherington a minor celebrity in the physics world, and folks were understandably eager to also track down co-author and assumed genius,
F. D. C. Willard. That proved more difficult than they thought, not because Willard was some Tesla-style introverted prodigy, but because he was a cat. Not like "a hip
cat." An actual housecat.

PDPics/Pixabay"That's Professor Actual Housecat to you, pal."

Soo00 ... maybe check the crawlspace?
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See, when Hetherington put together his research paper -- on his own, it turned out -- he used the royal "we" throughout the article, something we personally just can't
stand. Physical Review Letters refused to publish the article as written, on the basis that there was only one credited author, and without proper grammar, what are we
but cavemen, flailing ineffectually through the universe until we crap out and die? So Hetherington, rather than rewrite the paper, took the lazy way out and simply
credited a second researcher -- his cat, Willard.

Jack H. Hetherington and F. D. C. WillardReally his "signature" should have been a tip-off.

| Continue Reading Below
2

The Important Research Of Professor Total Asshole
Hans/Pixabay

In 1987, American physicist William Hoover had a paper rejected by the editors of two different publications. Convinced that his staggering work of heartbreaking
genius could only have been dismissed for being "too innovative," Hoover resubmitted his work, changing only the title and co-crediting a fictional researcher named
Prof. Stronzo Bestiale.

PublicDomainPictures/PixabayAuthoring it "Dr. Fakey VonFakename" would have been too obvious.

"Stronzo bestiale" is Italian for (approximately) "total asshole." Nobody even noticed the esteemed work of Professor Total Asshole until 2011, when a writer contacted
Hoover to ask about the elusive Prof. Bestiale, to which Hoover replied that he had heard the phrase spoken by two Italian women during a flight, and decided that it
sounded like a good name for a physicist. The joke went unnoticed for so long that Hoover and Bestiale actually had a bit of a career together, although it's rumored
that only Hoover would work with him, since Bestiale could be a bit of a ... prick.

champja/iStockAlso rumored that he got his PhD from Brown University.

| Continue Reading Below
1

The Long, Long History Of Academic Articles And Puns
DariuszSankowski/Pixabay

Obviously, the easiest place to slip a joke into a research paper is right there in the title. The folks over at Slate have put together an extensive collection of research
papers whose authors clearly reached way harder for puns than they did for scientific greatness. For example, this article on the various things you apparently don't
want to find coming out of your pee-hole, creatively titled: "From Urethra With Shove: Bladder Foreign Bodies. A Case Report And Review."

In 2008, researchers did a study on neck injuries experienced by head bangers, and titled the article "Stuck Between Rock And A Hard Bass." A 2011 psychological
study into the positive consequences of pet ownership was titled "Friends With Benefits," which we sure hope was a joke. Another article published in the British
Medical Journal noted that, while anecdotal evidence has suggested that the use of a parachute can mitigate death when falling from a great height, no scientific
studies have ever been done to prove it. So they did that admittedly unnecessary study, and titled it "Parachute Use To Prevent Death And Major Trauma Related To
Gravitational Challenge."

skeeze/PixabayPictured: Research

In 2014, someone noticed that a surprisingly high number of economics articles were written by co-authors who shared the same surname. They recruited four
unrelated economists, all with the last name "Goodman," to do a study on the phenomenon , and titled it "A Few Goodmen: Surname-Sharing Economist Coauthors."

Finally, there was the 1974 article, published in the Journal Of Applied Behavior Analysis, by researcher Dennis Upper. It was titled "The Unsuccessful Self-Treatment
Of A Case Of Writer's Block." At the risk of charges of plagiarism, we've decided to reprint the entire article here as it appears in the journal:

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov...

Mr. Yee would like to thank Prof. Stronzo Bestiale for his help in getting this article past the editors. Watch Mr. Yee take down the stupidest news headlines on
Facebook, and get ready for his upcoming science and philosophy blog.

2016 is almost over. Yes the endless, rotten shit hurricane of a year which took away Bowie, Prince and Florence Henderson and gave us Trump, Harambe
and the Zika virus is finally drawing to a close. So, to give this bitch a proper viking funeral, Jack O'Brien and the crew, which includes Dan O'Brien, Alex
Schmidt, and comedian Caitlin Gill, are going to send out 2016 with Cracked's year in review in review. They'll rectify where every other year-in-review
goes wrong by giving some much needed airtime to the positive stories from the 2016 and shedding light on the year's most important stories that got
overlooked. Get your tickets here.

For more hidden jokes, check out The Filthiest Joke Ever Hidden In A Children's Movie and 20 Hilarious Dirty Jokes Hidden In Pop Culture.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel, and check out 7 Horrifying Things Snuck into Popular Children's Cartoons, and other videos you won't see on the site!
Follow us on Facebook, because we have a Japanese golfing joke to tell you.
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SCIENCE

Oft-cited ‘total *sshole’ physicist credited in scientific
literature is a fake

TOM BOGGIONI
. 12 OCT 2014 AT 20:39 ET

Facebook Stampa Pil...

Physics professor who is not Stronzo Bestiale (Shutterstock)

DON'T MISS STORIES. FOLLOW RAW STORY! ~ Like 305:224 peoplelike this. Bethe | Follow g@rawstory NEW STORIES

first of your friends.

A n Italian science writer reviewing a paper written in 1987 by two well-known
physicists from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, noted a third author
with an intriguing and profane Italian name which translates to “total *sshole.”

Vito Tartamella discovered what turned out to be a private joke, when reading
Jon Stewart: It's more fun to mock Rick

Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas,” published in 1987 in the Journal of Statistical Scott's fear of a ‘ball fan’ than his policies

Physics, and credited to physicists Bill Moran, William G. Hoover, and ‘Stronzo
Bestiale.’ Recognizing the Italian name as slang meaning ‘total *sshole, Tartamella
contacted the now-retired Hoover for an explanation.

According to Hoover he had submitted a paper on ‘connecting fractal geometry,
irreversibility and the second law of thermodynamics, only to have it rejected by the
Physical Review Letters and the Journal of Statistical Physics refused to publish it

because, according to him it “‘contained too innovative ideas.”

This plant gets you high and reduces
opiate addiction — and it's totally legal
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NEWS OPINION MORE
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the expressions “Che stronzo (what an *sshole)!”,
“Stronzo bestiale (total *sshole)”

“Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a
CECAM meeting, | asked [Giovanni Ciccotti, professor of Ebola is scary, but these six things are a
condensed matter physics at the University La lot scarier
Sapienza University in Rome] what they meant. When
he explained it to me, | thought that Stronzo Bestiale
would have been the perfect co-author for a refused publication. So | decided to
submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the name of that

author. And the research was published.”

Since that time, the papers listing Stronzo Bestial have been cited in research
published in some of the world’s most well-regarded physics journals despite the fact No hard feelings: Bill O'Reilly goes back
that one of the authors doesn’t exist. to denying existence of ‘white privilege’
As Tartamella notes, the continuing citing of Bestiale as a real person lays “bare how
vulnerable control systems in the review of scientific research were (and still are!) . If
you are able to insert in a publication the name of a nonexistent author in a
publication, who will guarantee that even the scientific contents have been examined
with care? Incredibly, even today, 27 years later”

Tartamell also notes that non-existent Bestiale even has a Scopus profile stating he Be among the first to see ‘The Culture
High' — a new documentary about the

teaches at the University of Vienna Institute for Experimental Physics, Institute of ‘war on drugs’

Experimental Physics, in Austria.
H/T i09

Report typos and corrections to corrections@rawstory.com.
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Science paper written by 'Total Asshole'

14-0tt-2014 | Times LIVE

Science writer Vito Tartamella has raised questions about the existence of one Stronzo
Bestiale, a name found in a few scientific journals.

Bum. File photo.

Photograph by: Gallo Images/Thinkstock

The name means 'Total Asshole', according to Tartamella (http://retractionwatch.com/2014/10/09/should-papers-

be-retracted-if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole/).

The supposed Palermo, Sicily physicist co-authored papers in the Journal of Statistical Physics, the Journal of
Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American Physical Society in Monterey.

The name caught Tartamella's eye when he was doing research for his book on surnames, and the writer decided
to see if it was real.

He immediately turned to Italy's phone book - only to find no such person listed.

The then Chancellor of the University of Palermo, Ignazio Melisenda Giambertoni also didn't know a Stronzo
Bestiale (or at least, not one with that as their actual name.)

It turns out that Bestiale was invented by two American researchers, Bill Moran and William G. Hoover after
publishers kept rejecting their papers.

"l thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused publication. So | decided to
submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the name of that author. And the researches were
published," Hoover told Tartamella.

~00o0~
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cunt English (vulgar, countable) The female genitalia, especially the vulva.
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OJHOVMEHHOJ KHMIM, peIlNnA OTBICKaTh Ipodeccopa. B TeaedponHom
crpasouyHnke Vtaanu on Hamtea 7 yeaosek ¢ pammaneit Bestiale («ckoTckmin»,
«4yJOBUIITHEII»), HO HU OgHOro Stronzo cpeam Hux He 6n110. da 1 BoOOIIIE
aodeit ¢ uMeHeM Mygak noueMy-to He Hamiaock. Toraga Taprameaaa
AOTajaAcs HammUcaTh MOCTOAHHOMY coasTopy Crponmo becrmaze —

npogeccopy  Ymabamy Iysepy w3  /luBepMOpCKOil  HaIlMOHAABHOM

1di3 18/10/2014 00:30



Barpaxocnepmym! - Korna TBO# coaBTOp MyJOBHIIHEIH dyIaK http://batrachospermum.livejournal.com/61088.html

aabopatopun um. D. JAoypenca (CIHA). M Tor paccka3aa eMy BCIO IIpaBAy O
3arag04vHoOM MUTaAbsSIHCKOM Y4€HOM.

Yuapsam I'ysep orasixaet, noka Crponno bectuaae et crarsio.

B Te BpeMeHa TyBep pa3pa6aTbIBaA O4HY HOBYIO T€EOPMIO U HaIlyCcal HeCKOAbKO
craTeil II0 TeMe, OAHAKO ABa >KypHaaa, BKAIO4as Journal of Statistical Physics,
OTKa3aAMCh MX IyDAMKOBATL C (POPMYAUPOBKOI «CAUIIKOM HOBAaTOPCKUe
naen». Koncepsarnsm peaakropos 6b11 604bIION 40caloil, oAHaKo ['ysep He
cnaea AoMa, IMpoAamBast CAe€3KM, a IIpoAo0A>Kaa aKTUBHYIO A€STE€AbHOCTD, A€Tal
Ha KoH(epeHINN, U 0AHaXKABI B CaMO.1€eTe YCABIIIal pa3roBOpP ABYX UTAaAbsSHOK
II0 COCeACTBY. BpeMH OT BpeME€HN B Alnalore BO3HIKaAll DKCIIPpeCCHBHbIE
serpakenus: «Che stronzo!» («Kakoir myaak!») u «Stronzo bestiale!» (uy, BbI
MOoHAAM). DTN CcAOBa 3amaau B Aymty Yuaesamy I'ysepy. Ha xondepennuu B
HapI/I)Ke, Kyda OH W HaIIpaBAsIACIA, OH CIIPOCNA Yy CBOEIO MTAAbSIHCKOTO
KoAa4ery, 41o BCE€ DTO 3HA4YUT. BIJI}ICHI/IB, 49TO K 49eMmy, FyBep nmoaymada, 49To
Crponno bectnaze mMor OBl cTaTh OAXOASAIIMM COaBTOPOM AAsl OTBEpPTHYTOI
HY6AI/IKaLU/H/I. On cHOBa OTIIpaBMA CTaTblO, HEMHOIO IIOMEHSB 3aroA0BOK I
IIPUIINCAB B COABTOPEI ITpecaoByToro cunbopa becruaae. U Journal of Statistical

Physics ee orty0ankoBaa.

C roit mops Crponno bectmase He pa3 CTaHOBMACS COAaBTOPOM YMAbsMa
I'ysepa, crimcok ero rmy0amKanuit poc. B koHI1ie 04HOI OueHb cepbhe3Hoit CTaThby
I'ysep kak-TO Hammcad, YTO «AVICKYCCUM C HUM OBLAM OYeHb IIOAE3HBIMI». ¥
BBRIMBIIILAEHHOTO Ipodeccopa gaxe ecTh CTpaHMdKa B OmbOamorpaduueckori
Dase aaHHBIX Scopus, TJe YyKa3blBaeTcs, 4To OH pabortaer B VHcTHUTyTe
PKCIepUMeHTaAbHO PuanKy Benckoro ynusepcurera.
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I'M FRIENDS WITH
STRONZO BESTIALE

|

MCTOPI/I}I CTpOHLIO bectuaae MMpOKO OGCy)KAaeTC}I B MHTepHeTe, n OgHa KOMIIaHMS

y>Ke mpogaeT PyTO0AKIU AA5 BeCeAbIX YIEHBIX.

DTOT caydall He eJMHCTBEHHBIN, KOTAa CpeAV aBTOPOB HAyYHBIX IMyOAMKaIlNi
3HAYMANCH HeOXHUJaHHble IepcoHakn. B 2001 roay OyAymimii HOOeAeBCKMIt
Aaypeat AH,AEeIZ I'etim Brimcaa k ceGe B coaBTOphl XoMsuka Tumry (H.A.M.S.
ter Tisha), a B 1978-m mmmyHoaor Iloaan Marnuxrep go06aByAa B aBTOPEI
laaagpusaa Mupksysja — 9TO TOAKMHOBCKOE MMs HOCHAa ee OBYapKa.
Hamnboaee xaaccudeckuii caydail U3 cepum «(PU3UKM HIyTAT» — cTaTbs 1948
roga B XXypHaae Physical Review, ubuMu asTopamu BeicTynman Aandep, bere u
l'amos: xak nncaa Paasdp Aapdep, «Ob1a0 OBl HEUECTHBIM IO OTHOIIEHUIO K

rpedeckoMy aAgaBuUTy, ecAn OBl CTaThsl OblAa IOAINICaHA TOABKO AabpepoM 1
l'amoBbpIM», a M3BecTHHIN (pusuk I'aHc bere He BO3pa’kaa MPOTUB BKAIOYEHIIS
€ro B COaBTOPBI.

Tags: BEIMBIIILA€HHBIE CyIIIeCTBa

Previous Entry - Leave a comment - Share - Next Entry

2

3

http://batrachospermum.livejournal.com/61088.html

18/10/2014 00:30



[Audio] Todo es Cierto: Los articulos cientificos de Stronzo Bestiale -...

v B H v 4

‘ Santiago 13°

Humedad: 63%

Radio Cooperativa v ‘ Suscribirse N\ Participa con: [

={’) AUDIO STREAMING

Audios

Audios

Destacados

f s
G| o s
1 ¥/

14/10/2014 Todo es Cierto: Los articulos
cientificos de Stronzo Bestiale

Ultimos

http://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/sociedad/todo-es-cierto-los-articulos...

17 de octubre de 2014

05:16

+ Escuchados

Deportes

Valdivia: Si estoy bien y
Sampaoli decide abrirme
las puertas a la seleccion,
conversaremos

Entretencion

Escucha "Something from
Nothing", la nueva
cancion de Foo Fighters

Deportes

Héctor Tapia: Colo Colo
esta preparado para
enfrentar cualquier
situacion

Deportes

Ricardo Abumohor
respaldo la idea de Harold
Mayne-Nicholls de
postularse a la FIFA

Deportes

, Mathias Corujo y el

Compartir: n I3 Compartir n

5 conow Lo}

*D Noticias Relacionadas
16/10/2014 |

16/10/2014 |
16/10/2014 |
16/10/2014 |

En Estudio

- Deportes
}.l
Ll
@ '3 R
[ w1
- LY

Sociedad

Archivo de Audios

Audios por seccion

Radio Cooperativa

Suscribete

El Diario de Cooperativa
Podcast

Lunes a viernes de 6:00 a 9:00 horas y
de 13:00 a 14:00 horas

Superclasico: Vamos a
buscar el resultado como
lo hacemos siempre

17/10/2014 10:16



f]=]v g+

i Foreign,News

Virginia

L

Virginia Kruta

ABOUT |

“DANA SHOW

1
Lhe conservatve alternative

THE DAMA SHOW | “DANA" ON THE BLAZE TV

Since 1987, an ltalian physicist named Stronzo Bestiale has been widely cited and
published numerous times. There's nothing strange about that until you |earn two key

pieces of information
First. Stronzo Bestiale loosely translates to mean "total asshale ”
And second, he doesnt actually exist

He was invented by Professor William G. Hoover, who needed another co-author to lend
credibility to a paper that had originally been rejected for publication by the Journal of
Statistical Physics. Hoodver, frustrated. sat through a long flight near two ltalian women who
kept using the term "stronzo bestiale” in conversation. And a tiny light bulb went on in

Hoovers brain.

Bestiale has since been published several times, been cited over one hundred times in
other papers. has a complete Scopus profile, and apparently works with the Institute for
Expernmeantal Physics at the University of Vienna

He was outed recently by an ltalian science writer named Vito Tartamella. whe also
happens to be the authar of a book on surnames. When he stumbled across Bestiale's
byline he immediately knew something was amiss and contacted Professor Hoover for the
real story
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argues that “gun contrel” regulations
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keep minarity populations under
contral. She also contends that
current arguments in favor of gun
cantrcl are primarily based on
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19 OCTOBRE 2014 / A LIRE, A VOIR ET A ECOUTE

{SCIENCESZ  NET DE SCIENCES #3

Par Sylvestre Huet
Journaliste a Libération

rechercher

A LIRE AUSSI

SUR LE BLOG SCIENCES

= La pandémie de Sida révele
son origine

= Fusion nucléaire: coup de pub
de Skunk Works

= Le mystere des «1000 postes
Fioraso»

= Sciences en marche polémique
avec Valls

= Universités: Etat des lieux

= Recommandé par

REAGIR

{NDS}

net de
sciences

NDS

PUBLICITE

TOUS LES VENDREDIS, C'EST NET DE
SCIENCES. SELECTION HEBDO,
SEMAINE 3.

Q

Exceptionnellement, le Net de sciences du
vendredi parait le samedi, et est trés court... la
faute a Sciences en marche qui m'a trop occupé
cette semaine et hier.

» Le gouvernement japonais a levé l'ordre
d'évacuation du petit village de Kawauchi, annonce 1'Ambassade
de France au Japon, dans les environs de la centrale de
Fukushima Daiichi. La mesure a pris effet le ler octobre dernier
pour la partie est du village et affectant environ de 139 logements
et 276 résidents. Il s'agit de la seconde levée d'ordre d'évacuation
depuis 1'accident de 2011 apres zone de Miyakoji dans la ville de
Tamura en avril dernier.

» Lors de la 25¢éme conférence internationale sur I'énergie de
fusion, qui s'est ouverte le 13 octobre a Saint Petersbourg, la
Russie affirme qu'elle respectera tous ses engagements concernant
la construction d'ITER, le réacteur a fusion thermonucléaire
expérimental en construction a Cadarache malgré les sanctions
qui lui sont imposées par les Etats-Unis et I'Europe en raison de
son implication dans le conflit en Ukraine. D'aprés le Directeur
général adjoint de Rosatom, Vyacheslav Pershukov «Science is
outside politics, that is the position that we adhere».

» Le physicien Stronzo Bestiale (pour ceux qui ne connaissent
pas la langue de Dante, indiquons seulement que cela un rapport
avec le bas du dos et que l'expression est vraiment tres
dépréciatrice) existe t-il ? Et le logiciel MERDA ? Oui, disons...
d'une certaine maniére, mais I'histoire vaut la peine d'étre lue, tant
pour I'humour que pour la révélation des défauts du systéme de
publications scientifiques.

Par Sylvestre Huet, le 19 octobre 2014

VOS REACTIONS (1)

VERIFIEZ VOTRE
COMMENTAIRE

1di2
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Question de néophyte : lorsqu'une zone a été décontaminée, c'est
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Science of ageing; Microneedles; Firelab;

Rosetta; Scientific authorship

What is ageing?

L= In 1900, the global average life expectancy was 31, today
it's 70, and the number of people over 85 in the UK is
predicted to double in the next 20 years. How has ageing
evolved, and do we know what is happening in our cells as
we age? Professor Richard Faragher, University of Brighton,
e ETES

Sticking plaster-like needle replacement

Microneedles on a sticking-plaster-like patch may be the
painless and safe way doctors will test for drugs and
infections, and give vaccinations in the future. Roland Pease
tries an alternative to the traditional injection at Queen's
University Belfast with Dr Ryan Donnelly.

Science of fire

It's Movember, and these are the days when you may well
have a smouldering bonfire in your back garden. Marnie
Chesterton meets scientists whose lives are devoted to the
behaviour of fire.

Comet landing mission nears

The Rosetta Mission is entering the final stages before
landing on a comet. By this time next week, we will know if
the European Space Agency has successfully achieved
what could be an extraordinary feat. Paolo Ferri, Head of
Mission Operations at the European Space Agency,
outlines the

Dr Stronzo and other cases
Dr Stronzo Bestiale made his debut in the world of scientific
publications in 1987, authoring a paper entitled Diffusion in

a periodic Lorentz gas’, in the Journal of Statistical Physics.
However, he doesn't exist. This phantom physicist is not an
isolated incident: Mike Holderness at New Scientist has
been tracking scientific author apparitions for some time,
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Recently read: Dr S. Bestiale, Jon Snow’s fate, and a poem | Achilleas... http://achilleaskostoulas.com/2014/10/12/stronzo-bestiale-jon-snow-p...

Achilleas Kostoulas

e B

' _]fl!u.: (T TE

NOTES, OTHER, THIS WEEK I READ...

Recently read: Dr S. Bestiale, Jon Snow’s fate,
and a poem

12 OCTOBER 2014 | ACHILLEAS | LEAVE A COMMENT

It's one of those weeks when I find it really difficult to do any serious work,
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVOf6HEur5Y) offline or on this blog. So, this week’s collection
of reading materials will endeavour to provide answers to questions such as: (a) who is Dr Stronzo Bes-
tiale?, (b) is John Snow dead? and (c) what is the boundary between Science and Art?

Dr Stronzo Bestiale, | presume?

The first of the stories comes from Retraction Watch, which recently reported (http://getpocket.com/re-
direct?url=http%3A%2F%2Fretractionwatch.com%2F2014%2F10%2F09%2Fshould-papers-be-re-

tracted-if-one-of-the-authors-is-a-total-asshole%2F) on the publication record of a scientist
named Stronzo Bestiale. Polyglot readers of this blog will have noticed that Stronzo Bestiale means
“complete idiot” in the language spoken by Dante, Umberto Eco, and Ilona Staller. Dr Bestiale, we
read, is a fictional scientist created by physicist William G. Hoover in 1987 to prove a point: appar-
ently, the Journal of Statistical Physics had rejected one of Hoover’s papers, but was happy to publish

1di3 19/10/2014 10:38



Recently read: Dr S. Bestiale, Jon Snow’s fate, and a poem | Achilleas... http://achilleaskostoulas.com/2014/10/12/stronzo-bestiale-jon-snow-p...

the exact same paper when it was resubmitted with Dr. Bestiale listed as a co-author. Retraction Watch
notes that:

27 years later, Bestiale is still listed as co-author on several papers. He also has a Scopus profile that lists
him as an active researcher at the Institute of Experimental Physics, University of Vienna.

The Scopus listing was still active as of Saturday (11th October) evening, and it showed that Dr Bes-
tiale’s publications had generated 114 citations since 1987. Dr Bestiale is no longer research active
though, and he has neither published or perished since 1995.

Winter is coming

There are those who criticise science for being at a disconnect from the issues that matter to soci-
ety. Such critics will be force to revise their views after reading this paper (http://arxiv.org
/pdf/1409.5830v1.pdf) in arxiv.org, which uses Bayesian modelling to predict the structure of the next
books in the Song of Ice and Fire series (more commonly known as Game of Thrones, after the HBO se-
ries which the series inspired). Each chapter in the series is narrated from the Point of View of a spe-
cific character (a ‘POV character’), and the model described in this paper generates estimates of the
number of chapters that are likely be narrated by each POV character, in the unlikely event that nei-
ther of them meets an untimely death. Here’s a key extract:

SPOILER ALERT

Is Jon Snow dead? The model suggests that the probability of Jon Snow not being dead is at least 60%
since this is less than the posterior probability of his having at least one POV chapter in book 6. Given the
events of [Martin (2011)], many readers would assess his probability of not being dead as being much lower
than 60%, but we must again point out that the model is unaware of the events in the books. The model can
only say that, based on the number of POV chapters observed so far, he has about as much chance of survival
as the other major characters.

END SPOILERS

And now for something completely different...

Scholarly Open Access, which often contains some of the oddest news concerning academic publishing,
has a story (http://scholarlyoa.com/2014/10/07/oa-medical-journal-publishes-terrible-poem-about-coli-
tis/) on a creative approach to scholarly communication: a medical poem published in the International
Journal of Medical Science Research and Practice, a bottom-feeding predatory publisher (http://achil-
leaskostoulas.com/2013/01/07/on-bogus-journals/).

The poem is entitled “Ulcerative Colitis (http://www.ijmsrp.com/narang_poem/),” and it’s written by Dr.
Sanjeev Narang, a professor in the — perhaps fittingly — Department of Pathology at the Index Medical
College in Indore, India. Here are the first two lines of the poem:

Begins in the rectum and backwards it goes
No mercy to any part of colon it shows.

Admittedly, it does sound rather painful.

2di3 19/10/2014 10:38



Meet Physicist Stronzo Bestiale, an Asshole If There (N)ever Was One http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2014/10/14/meet-physici...

« Two Republican Congressional Candidates Agreed to Meet with Our Atheist Group,
but One Was Invisible and Inaudible

Another Georgia County Approves Display of “Historically Significant Documents”...
Including the Ten Commandments »

Meet Physicist Stronzo Bestiale, an Asshole If There (N)ever
Was One

October 14, 2014 by Terry Firma 48 Comments

Stronzo Bestiale is a researcher at the Institute for Experimental Physics in
Vienna who is a co-author on a small number of major scientific papers. His work has Subscribe by email to Friendly Atheist
appeared in peer-reviewed publications that include the Journal of Statistical Physics

ENTER E-MAIL ADDRESS SUBSCRIBE
and The Journal of Chemical Physics.

He’s also a figment of someone’s imagination, which becomes evident when you learn t I'm on the Interwebs

Stronzo Bestiale, in Italian, means Total Turd, Asshole Beast, or Complete Asshole, pr— .
i Wanwm®
depending on whom you ask. =

The man who breathed life into this Asshole (sorry for that image) is a retired
scientist, William G. Hoover, who was formerly employed at Lawrence Livermore Most Popular Posts

National Laboratory. A writer named Vito Tartamella (whose name, I sincerely hope

, P . - . . . = About That 'C Core' Math
doesn’t mean “Blithering Buttwipe”) finally noticed how unlikely the Stronzo name is a out That Tomumon Fore
. . . Problem Making the Rounds on
got in touch with Hoover to ask about it.
Facebook...2,107,944 views

Arizona Republicans Propose Bill That
» Look Inside @ » Gat Access Would Not Allow Atheists To Graduate
High School1,652,634 views

Joumal of Statistical Physics
August 1887, Volume 48, |ssue 3-4, pp 708-T26

Remembering the UpStairs Lounge: The

Diffusion in a periodic Lorentz gas U.S.A.'s Largest LGBT Massacre

Happened 40 Years Ago Today1,272,799
Bill Moran, William G. Hoover, Stronzo Bestiale .
views

TIME Cover Story Wrongly Attacks
Atheists for Not Helping Out Victims of

B
Oklahoma Tornadoes756,982 views

$39.95/ €34.95/£29.95*

Nate Phelps Issues Public Statement

* Final gress prices may vary according to local VAT

@ After His Father's Death482,419 views
Get Access

Hoover gamely explained that back in the eighties, he occasionally had a hard time geti
his research papers published. That was regrettable but not unusual, he said:

New discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather conservative, as

discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn.

After a couple of rejections, this happened:

While I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke

among themselves, saying continually: “Che stronzo (what an asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale

(total asshole).” Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So ... I asked my colleague [Giovanni]

Ciccotti [a condensed-matter physicist in Rome] what they meant. When he explained it to Search this blog... -
me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused

publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title

and adding the name of that author.

Somehow, Hoover concluded contentedly, that made a difference, and the papers were

1di3 18/10/2014 17:12
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accepted for publication.

Tartamella clearly enjoyed learning of — and writing down — that story, but he issues a
sincere word of caution, too. The Bestiale episode, he says

... laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of scientific research
were (and still are!). If you're able to insert the name of a nonexistent author in a
publication, who will guarantee that even the scientific contents have been @ pOfr@Oﬂ

examined with care?

Support this site on Patreon!

Very true.

I confess I got a chuckle out of the whole thing, but in the cold light of day I don’t belier )

that Hoover did anyone any favors with his little joke. Making stuff up is not compatibl g

with the ethos of science; and next to a murder trial or a presidential eulogy, a scientifi A";‘HEFBT <
FPODCAST

paper is probably the one platform where scatological levity and juvenile guffawing oug
be avoided.

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2014/10/14/meet-physici...

Check out our podcast! (RSS feed here)
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About Terry Firma

Terry Firma, though born and Journalism-school-educated in Europe,
has lived in the U.S. for the past 20-odd years. Stateside, his feature
articles have been published in the New York Times, Reason, Rolling

Stone, Playboy, and Wired. Terry is the founder and Main Mischief Maker of Moral
Compeass, a site that pokes fun at the delusional claim by people of faith that a belief in
God equips them with superior moral standards.
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La ciencia ha sido burlada
17152004 - Clare § Saguir

Se descubrio el secreto de “Stronzo Bestiale”, autor apocrifo de
articulos cientificos

Visio or SmariDraw?
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Mo hace fata enumerar la cantidad de
nombres;  pero mayvormente  apellidos
* . \..__,.-"" graciosos gue construven la identidad de un; ———
. persena. 3in ir muy lejos, en la memoria habra NOTICIAS MAS OCHYY CLLTL#
'ﬁ‘ ‘ “‘ algin: case Gconocido, tal wvez de un LEIDAS
' companere de colegio o trabajo, & guien -
melestaban por su patrorimico. La comicidad
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Yinzi 8 cucina ! !

v — sonidos u objetos gue se destdacan por U
dezpontextuglizacion  dentro  del nombre.
Incluso, existen caso= en gue palabras
usadas en sentido peyorativo o como insutte,  Vuelve 'Los juegos del hambre

rezultan ser £l apellide de alguien. Algo asi Seguir
sucedid con un ftaliano, guien =& hizo
conocido 20 la década de los ochenta por =er
autor de varios trabajoz de investigacion en &l
campe de la fisica, cuyo nombre era Stronzo

Besfiale.

E=te “gran tonin”, fue el objeto de esiudio de otro gutor; Vito Tartamella.
il Intrigado por nombres v apelidos, encontre €| cazo del fizico Stronzo ' TR Rl R ——
Bestiale v no dudd &n rastrear su procedencia. Al cabo de =u mil millones de ddlares
investigacion, Tartamella confirmo alge gue =sospechaba desde &l

; : i . ? Segulr
comienzo, Bestigle no solo no existia, sing gue se traig de una revancha

e gue ctro cientifico de existencia real tomd con ung revista gue s nego a

o Teaat publicar uno de sus frabajes. La curicza historia, que 3¢ dio 8 conocer
recientements por Scigncie, cuenta gue Bill Moran y William Hoover, luego

1 de warios experimentos, habian arribade a concluzsiones demasiado

novedosas para el paradigma de fa fisica de aguel momente, &3 por &lo
que las revistas decidieron no publicarlo en 20 primera presentacian. Sin
embargo, con un cambio en & fitulo del frabajo v un nuevo co-autor Cientificos sospechan haber
(Stronzo Bestiale}, la situacién se revirtio al punto de publicarle ese y  ehcontrado un cadaver des vampiro
ptros trabajos postericres. L Seguir

El descubrimiento de Tartamella forma parte de muchos ofros "jusgos” gue
escritores v cientificos han propuesto a revistas ezpecializadas: autores
inventados (MNaf Tele, autor apocrifo y creacien colectiva de varios otros
escritores) o escritos inventados (&lan Sokal envit un articulo sin ningin
tipo sentido & una revista cientifica que no tuve reparos en publicaric). Lo
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jactan de su rigurcsidad. En &l caso de Stromzo Bestiale, ademas d&  fortunas

demostrar 1a relevancia de la investigacion, su creador Hoover, desafid la
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Rédaction Médicale et Scientifique: Encore des auteurs farfelus pour d...  http://www.h2mw.eu/redactionmedicale/2014/10/encore-des-auteurs-fa...

Rédaction Médicale et Scientifique
Actualités des sociétés de rédacteurs et des revues biomédicales : JAMA, The Lancet, BMJ, NEJM,
revues électroniques,...

jeudi 16 octobre 2014
Encore des auteurs farfelus pour des articles scientifiques : Stronzo Bestiale, apres la
chienne Galadriel Mirkwood

L'histoire de Stronzo Bestiale, que 1'on peut traduire par grand connard, ou total asshole
en anglais, est racontée sur un blog italien (en anglais). Il s'agit d'un nom inventé d'un

auteur qui a signé des articles, comme dans le Journal of Statistical Physics en 1987, dans
le Journal of Chemical Physics en 1987, et d'autres revues. L'histoire est racontée en

détail par un des auteurs de ces articles : c'est un physicien, Hoover, qui a fait cela, méme
dans un article ot il a expliqué que la discussion avec Stronzo Bestiale était tres utile. Il a

eu cette idée quand un de ses articles a été refusé par une revue; il a changg le titre et
Monsieur ajouté un auteur... et I'article a été accepté... Actuellement, dans Scopus, Strenzo Bestiale

CON N ARD est mentionné comme appartenant a 1'Institut de physique expérimentale, Université de
Vienne, Autriche. Le blog italien raconte en détail cette histoire..

Nous avons évoqué la chienne Galadriel Mirkwood, ayant signé un article avec Polly
Matzinger. Nous avons lu cette histoire de S Bestiale sur le blog de Ivan Oransky : RetractionWatch. Il pose une

question : faut-il rétracter ces articles ?

Quelle est la fréquence de ces pratiques ? Est-ce assimilable aux pseudonymes employés par des journalistes, par
exemple Pierre Constant, journaliste qui a été prolifique du Quotidien du Médecin

Rédigé a 06:03 dans Auteurs fantomes, Criteres d'auteurs, Histoire | Lien permanent
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Um blog de divulgagédo cientifica
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O cientista fantasma Blog .
POSTADO POR ARTHUR FILIPE DA SILVA ON SABADO, 18 DE OUTUBRO DE 2014 / MARCADORES: ARTIGOS CIENTIFICOS, FISICA / v 201
COMMENTS: (2) v
Vocé acredita em fantasmas? Se todos ja lhe desiludiram dessa ideia, afirmando ser algo C
completamente fora da razdo, ou mesmo uma "histéria-pra-boi-dormir", fique sabendo que estao v
todos enganados, e que fantasmas existem sim. Bom, pelo menos depois do causo de hoje, C
VvOCé vera que cientistas fantasmas sao reais.

Tudo comegou com William Hoover e com Bill Moran, dois cientistas muito importantes la do > S
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Estados Unidos. Uma verdadeira dupla da pesada. La

na década de 1980, Will e Bill estiveram bolando umas ideias meio malucas com outros colegas

cientistas, sobre técnicas computacionais envolvendo dindnima molecular de nao equilibrio, Querr

geometria fractal e ATE a segunda Lei dos—dez—mandamentos da Termodinamica (aquela
mesmo que todos nds vimos na escola, que explica como o gelo derrete no copo de agual!). O
plano era unir tudo como se fosse uma sopa, para em seguida publicarem em forma de artigo.

As ideias que eles tiveram foram muito bacanas, mas infelizmente as coisas n&o foram tao bem

logo no inicio. Animados com suas ideias e ansiosos para publica-las, eles ndo perderam mais
tempo e, depois de escreverem bastante, mandaram seus textos para algumas revistas Clique
cientificas muito conhecidas. Qual a resposta dos revisores? "Esses textos contém ideias
inovadoras demais". Will e Bill ficaram arrasados. VISUAL
Todos nds sabemos que as mulheres sao criaturas muito curiosas, isso € uma realidade. Mas
cientistas também s&o curiosos, e o Will se mostrou perito nessa area. Certa vez, enquanto

viajava em um voo para Paris, ele ouviu duas mulheres italianas conversando nas poltronas do Links
lado no avido, e agugou a audigado para néo perder nenhuma fofoca. Uma das mulheres repetia Lat
o tempo todo para a outra: "Che stronzo! Stronzo bestiale!" Ou seja: "Que idiota! Idiota bestial!". Ma
Uma ideia |he veio entdo a cabeca, e Will decidiu enviar novamente seus textos para as

revistas. S6 que dessa vez haveria um autor a mais na publicagdo: Seu nome era Stronzo Labol

Bestiale. Dessa vez os revisores nao fizeram nenhuma objegdo e as pesquisas foram logo
publicadas! Olha que beleza.

Bom, tudo pode parecer muito simples, mas na verdade as coisas foram um pouco espinhosas.
Quando o professor Renato Ricci, entdo presidente da Sociedade Italiana de Fisica, ficou
sabendo da brincadeira de Will e de seu bando, ele assim declarou contrafeito: "Essa piada é
uma ofensa para toda comunidade cientifica italiana!"

Meus
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Realmente, o sr. Ricci teve motivos para ficar chateado. Afinal, por que o nome de um "cientista i

fantasma" foi tdo decisivo para a publicagdo do artigo? Sera que os revisores tinham medo de Evi

fantasma e por isso publicaram logo, para que o horroroso Stronzo Bestiale nao viesse de noite Fis

para puxar seus pés? His
Acontece que essa piada foi usada com a justificativa de que, se um artigo que possuia o0 nome
de um autor inexistente estava publicado em uma revista, quem garantiria que os conteudos

cientificos do trabalho foram examinados cuidadosamente? Pode parecer maluquice, mas essa Comg
foi a unica forma que o Will encontrou para publicar suas ideias, nos mostrando que cientistas

também podem ter um pouco de senso de humor. IE

Nosso causo de hoje vai ficando por aqui. Atualmente, Will e Bill continuam desenvolvendo suas |L S

pesquisas em companhia do professor Bestiale, que, a propdsito, faz uma fama danada no Vi_eWS

mundo cientifico: Seus trabalhos sdo publicados em renomadas revistas cientificas (como o Ow
Journal of Chemical Physics), além de ser considerado cientista do Instituto de Fisica
Experimental da Universidade de Viena. Ah, e também tém as camisetas com a frase: "Eu sou

amigo de Stronzo Bestiale", em homenagem ao grande cientista. Depois dessa, até o fantasma Segui

de Einstein vai ter que admitir a genialidade desse seu colega de profisséo. m

Stronzo Bestiale comemorando seu sucesso cientifico

Fonte: The true story of Stronzo Bestiale (and others scientific jokes)

Vai um cafezinho?

POSTADO POR ARTHUR FILIPE DA SILVA ON SEXTA-FEIRA, 10 DE OUTUBRO DE 2014 / MARCADORES: ABELHAS, ARTIGOS CIENTIFICOS,
ENTOMOLOGIA / COMMENTS: (0)

O assunto do causo de hoje é sobre café, o que por sinal € uma coisa boa. A propodsito, quem
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I'voowakn Emotnun (Cognitive Science@UoA)

Tt vmapyet avaueoa ota avta pag? Oxt, Sev evvow v un, 1a T0 ONUELD TTOV KATAATTYOUY 0L VEUPIKES AEWPOPOL TTOV UETAPEPOVY
atobnoeig ard tov kOouo (evrog kit extog owparog). Eivat o eyképalog, o Sevtepo o ayanmuévo opyavo tov I'ovvtt Adev. H e€epevvnon
TI)G VONOTG QIaUTEL TNV OUVEVPEDT) TOA@YV ETGTNUDY: QIO TNV TANPOPOPIKT] KAL TA HAONUATIKA, WG TI) VEVPOETIOTNUT] KAL TNV YuxoAoyia.
At autn v mabacuévn ovvevpeon yevvnOnke n “T'vootaxn emotun” mov akoun wrovoovAd, opws nén dibacketat oto MIOE!

Apyikn oeMda [IAnpo@opieg yia mpwtoetei (kat o1 uovo)

YABBATO, OKTQBP'TIOY 18, 2014
Trovaci su Facebook

Emotnuovec pe... matévia
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E1s Emothpn Eiyate pia katasAnK Tk Kot KOvoTopo 18€a, TNV 0oia HETOVOIMOATE 08 EVa TTAT|PEG BempnTIKA Kat

mewpapatikd apfpo, ahha n Snpoacievon tov amoppieOnke ad TOVG KPITEG TOV EMOTILOVIKOD
Mi piace seprodikov eneldn akpifmg n 18¢a oag frav vitepPolkd... kavoTopog; Mnv mavikoaMeote, Twpa
vapyel Avon!
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oV TiTAo oL ApBpov, pdobeoe wg Tpito
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Eavagoteie 010 1610 TEPOOKO. AvTr) T
Follow us: @opd to ApBHpo Snuooted ke, KAl yia Tov
Adyou o aAnbég Seite edw. O 8e Stronzo
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H aAnBivrj iIocTopia Tou Quoikou Stronzo Bestiale

Posted on 14/10/2014

0

Opwg tuxaivern ékdpoaon «stronzo bestiale» va eivat kKot maotyvwotn ttadu Polod (eotidlovtag oto “stronzo”) yeyovog mov mookaAeoe
Vv Teptépyela tov Vito Tartamella, tov egevvnoe kat amokaAvipe 1o puoTuco tov Stronzo Bestiale.

Adov emikovwvnoe pe tov ovv-ocuyyoadéa William G. Hoover, éuabe v aAnOewa. Zoudwva pe tov Hoover, mov éxeL mAéov amoovgOet,
exelvn v emoxr) oL egyaciec ov VEBaAE OTa eMIOTNHOVIKA TTEQLOdIKA OTtwg Physical Review Letters kaut Journal of Statistical Physics
ATIOEOLTITOVTAV ATIO TOUG KQLTEG, [0WS YTl teQLeiyxav oAU mpoxwenéves wées. Etototav oe pia mtrjon meog to Iapiot dicovoe dimAa
TOUL dLO LTAADdES va AOVVY peTta &l Tovg emavaAppavovtag ouvvexws: «Che stronzo, stronzo bestiale», 1 poaor) «stronzo bestiale» tov éuewve
OTO HLAAD.

Otav éuabe i onuatver okédnre mws évag Stronzo Bestiale Oa pmogovoe va etvat o TéAelog ouv-ovyypadéag oe pa egyacio mov Oa
amogointoviav. Amodpaoioe Aotmov va Eavaoteidet TNy egyacia Tov mog dnuocievon, aAA&lovtag tov TitAo kat mpooHétovtag évav
axopa ovyyeadéa, tov Stronzo Bestiale. Kat w tov Oavpatog, ) egyaoio dnpootevOnice!

BéPawx, petd v amokaAvn 27 xodvix petd, Kamolot dev Bewpnoav to yeyovos avtd aotelo. ' mapdderypa, o mededogs e £Vvwong
dvowkdv e Itariag Renato Angelo Ricci dAwoe 0Tt «avtd T0 aotelo TEOTBAAAEL OAOKANON TNV LTAALKT] ETUOTILLOVIKT] KOWVOTITOW.

ITeoroo0TEQEG AeTTITOHEQELEG, OTIWG KAt AAAEG TAXQOUOLEG ETUOTNHOVIKEG PAooes, pmogeite va Poeite EAQ: www.parolacce.org
(http://www.parolacce.org/2014/10/05/the-true-story-of-stronzo-bestiale/)

IMavtws pa avtiotowxn dpdooa tov Andre Geim (NoumeA puoknic 2010 yix tnv avakdAvn tov yoadeviov), otyovoa dev meooaAAet
Kavévav.

Cogyright 1€ 2001 Esswar Scmime B Y A rights reservad b
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Detection of earth rotation with a diamagnetically levitating gyroscope
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Abstract
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Jak autor pracy naukowej okazat sie Iga.zetﬂ
kompletnym dupkiem oy

Piotr Cieslinski 2014-10-14, ostatnia aktualizacja 2014-10-14 15:28:30

Stronzo Bestiale z Instytutu Studiéw Zaawansowanych w Palermo opublikowat w prestizowych tygodnikach
kilka prac naukowych. Co w tym dziwnego? A to, ze w jezyku wloskim jego nazwisko znaczy dostownie...
kompletny dupek. S3 tez prace naukowe, pod ktorymi jest podpisany kot (syjamski), pies (chart afganski) i
chomik (syberyjski).

o

S

)

Whoski dziennikarz Vito Tartamella bardzo sig zdziwit, kiedy w renomowanym pismie "Journal of Statistical Physics"
znalazt prace, pod ktérg byt podpisany Stronzo Bestiale. Nie znalazt takiego imienia i nazwiska - cho¢ gnany
ciekawoscig szukat - we wioskich ksigzkach telefonicznych. Nic dziwnego, zaden Wtoch nie chciatby sig chyba tak
nazywac. Zaczat wigc drgzy¢ sprawe.

Okazalo sieg, ze dr Bestiale nie nalezy do bardzo ptodnych badaczy, ale wspomniana praca nie jest jego jedynym
dzietem. Jest on takze wspotautorem artykutu w "The Journal of Chemical Physics" (tam wystepuje jako naukowiec
zatrudniony w Instytucie Fizyki Eksperymentalnej w Wiedniu), poza tym pojawit si¢ w sprawozdaniu z jednej z
konferencji Amerykanskiego Towarzystwa Fizycznego.

We wszystkich publikacjach wystepuje w tandemie z amerykanskim fizykiem Williamem Hooverem, ktéry nawet pod
koniec jednej z prac dziekowat mu "za szczegdlnie pozyteczne dyskusje".

Dr Dupek, kompletny dupek

Zaintrygowany Tartamella zwrdcit sie wiec do Hoovera i wtedy prawda wyszta na jaw. Stronzo Bestiale nie istniat.
Hoover wymyslit go w przyptywie ztosci. Jak to sie stato?

W tym czasie Hoover napisat z kolegami kilka prac na temat nieréwnowagowej dynamiki molekularnej, ale zaréwno
"Physical Review Letters", jak i "Journal od Statistical Physics" nie przyjety ich do publikacji, cho¢ - jak upierat sie
naukowiec - zawieraty nowe i ciekawe idee. Tak sie ztozyto, ze zaraz potem leciat na konferencje do Paryza i siedziat w
samolocie obok dwdch Wioszek, ktére gtosno rozmawiaty. Amerykanin nic z tego nie rozumiat, ale w ucho wpadta mu
czesto powtarzana fraza "stronzo bestiale". - Na konferencji zapytatem kolege z Wioch, co to znaczy - opowiada Hoover
- a kiedy sie dowiedziatem, pomyslatem, ze "kompletny dupek" bytby znakomitym wspotautorem wiasnie odrzuconej
pracy. Bo postanowitem znowu jg wystac¢ do publikacji, zmieniajgc tylko tytut i dodajgc fikcyjnego wspotautora.

Tym razem praca sie spodobata recenzentom i zostata wydrukowana. W ten sposéb "kompletny dupek" juz na zawsze
trafit do annatéw literatury naukowej i do dzi$ figuruje w naukowych bazach danych, np. w bazie Scopus.

Dr Chester, kot Chester

Prof. Andrzej Kajetan Wroblewski przytacza w "Uczonych w anegdocie" podobny przypadek, kiedy wspoétautorem pracy
naukowej zostat... kot.

Ta praca dotyczyta efektow wymiany atoméw w helu-3 i ukazata sie w 1975 roku w tygodniku "Physical Review Letters".
Byli pod nig podpisani: J.H. Hetherington i F.D.C. Willard z Wydziatu Fizyki Uniwersytetu Stanowego Michigan. Jak sig
okazuje, drugi z autoréw - F.D.C. Willard - to kot profesora Hetheringtona.

Jak to sie stato? Prof. Hetherington ttumaczyt, ze napisat swojg prace w czesto uzywanej przez naukowcoéw pierwszej
osobie liczby mnogiej: podali$my, udowodnilismy etc. Gdy tekst byt juz gotowy do druku, dat go do przeczytania koledze,
a ten zwrécit mu uwage, ze redaktorzy "Physical Review Letters" nie zezwalajg na uzycie liczby mnogiej, jesli tekst ma
jednego autora. Hetherington nie miat sity ani ochoty przepisywac catej pracy na nowo, zmienit wigc tylko strong
tytutowa, dodajgc wspoétautora - swojego syjamskiego kota Chestera, ktorego ojciec nazywat sie Willard. Dodat mu
jeszcze inicjaty F.D., czyli skrét od "Felis domesticus” (kot domowy) i tak zrodzit si¢ naukowiec F.D.C. Willard.

Prof. Wréblewski pisze, ze Hetherington bynajmniej nie robit z tego tajemnicy. Kiedy otrzymat odbitki pracy, rozestat jg
kolegom z "pozdrowieniami od autoréw", umieszczajgc obok swego podpisu atramentowy odcisk fapy Chestera.

Ale nie wszyscy byli tego $wiadomi. Podobno kiedy pewnego razu we Francji zastanawiano sie, kogo zaprosi¢ do
udziatu w organizowanej witasnie konferencji, kto$ zasugerowat, by zaprosi¢ dr. Willarda, bo nie widziano jeszcze, by
wygtaszat referat.

Dr Chomik, syberyjski

Podobng fantazjg wykazat sie¢ Andriej Geim, laureat Nagrody Nobla sprzed czterech lat za odkrycie grafenu (nowy
cudowny materiat z wegla). W 2001 roku opublikowat w pismie "Physics B" prace naukowa, ktérej wspotautorem byt jego
chomik Tisha. Nawet specjalnie tego nie ukrywat, obok swojego nazwiska dopisat jako drugiego autora: H.A.M.S. ter
Tisha (hamster to po angielsku chomik).

To jeden z bardzo rzadkich w nauce przypadkéw, gdy zwierze laboratoryjne, ktore najpierw samo byto przedmiotem
eksperymentu (Geim probowat lewitowa¢ swego chomika w silnym polu magnetycznym), potem stato sie podmiotem
badan, czyli wspétautorem jednej z prac.

Dr Mirkwood, chart afganski

Nie tylko fizycy majg poczucie humoru i dopisujg do swych prac czworonoznych przyjaciot. Amerykanska immunolozka

Polly Matzinger jedng ze swoich pierwszych prac naukowych, opublikowang w "Journal of Experimental Medicine" w
1978 r., napisata razem ze swoim psem, wspaniatym chartem afganskim o imieniu Garadriel Mirkwood. Jak potem
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Jak autor pracy naukowej okazat si¢ kompletnym dupkiem

http://wyborcza.pl/2029020,75400,16799891.html

wyjasniata, byt to jej cichy protest przeciwko temu, ze w tym akurat pismie trzeba byto pisa¢ stylem bezosobowym:

zostato udowodnione, byto ustalone etc.

Poczuciem humoru za to nie popisat si¢ redaktor, ktéry przyjmowat jej prace do druku. Gdy wydato sie, ze Garadriel
Mirkwood jest psem, famy tego pisma na 15 lat zamknetly sie dla Polly Matzinger (az do $mierci tego redaktora nie
mogta tam nic wydrukowac). Kiedy miata zosta¢ zatrudniona w prestizowych Narodowych Instytutach Zdrowia, sprawa z
psem powrdcita. Mogto to jej zaszkodzi¢, ale - jak wspomina badaczka - przyszli pracodawcy zgodzili si¢ z nig, ze
Garadriel Mirkwood, ktéry stale towarzyszyt jej w pracy w laboratorium, ma catkiem spory udziat w jej publikacjach.

Postscriptum

Historia "kompletnego dupka" niczym pozar rozchodzi sig¢ w internecie. Vito Tartamella podaje na swojej stronie
wiadomos¢ z ostatniej chwili: jedna z firm juz sprzedaje pamiatkowy T-shirt dla naukowcow z napisem: "Jestem kolegg

Stronzo Bestiale".
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Meet Physicist Stronzo Bestiale, an Asshole If There (N)ever Was One http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2014/10/14/meet-physici...

« Two Republican Congressional Candidates Agreed to Meet with Our Atheist Group,
but One Was Invisible and Inaudible

Another Georgia County Approves Display of “Historically Significant Documents”...
Including the Ten Commandments »

Meet Physicist Stronzo Bestiale, an Asshole If There (N)ever
Was One

October 14, 2014 by Terry Firma 48 Comments

Stronzo Bestiale is a researcher at the Institute for Experimental Physics in
Vienna who is a co-author on a small number of major scientific papers. His work has Subscribe by email to Friendly Atheist
appeared in peer-reviewed publications that include the Journal of Statistical Physics

ENTER E-MAIL ADDRESS SUBSCRIBE
and The Journal of Chemical Physics.

He’s also a figment of someone’s imagination, which becomes evident when you learn t I'm on the Interwebs

Stronzo Bestiale, in Italian, means Total Turd, Asshole Beast, or Complete Asshole, pr— .
i Wanwm®
depending on whom you ask. =

The man who breathed life into this Asshole (sorry for that image) is a retired
scientist, William G. Hoover, who was formerly employed at Lawrence Livermore Most Popular Posts

National Laboratory. A writer named Vito Tartamella (whose name, I sincerely hope

, P . - . . . = About That 'C Core' Math
doesn’t mean “Blithering Buttwipe”) finally noticed how unlikely the Stronzo name is a out That Tomumon Fore
. . . Problem Making the Rounds on
got in touch with Hoover to ask about it.
Facebook...2,107,944 views

Arizona Republicans Propose Bill That
» Look Inside @ » Gat Access Would Not Allow Atheists To Graduate
High School1,652,634 views

Joumal of Statistical Physics
August 1887, Volume 48, |ssue 3-4, pp 708-T26

Remembering the UpStairs Lounge: The

Diffusion in a periodic Lorentz gas U.S.A.'s Largest LGBT Massacre

Happened 40 Years Ago Today1,272,799
Bill Moran, William G. Hoover, Stronzo Bestiale .
views

TIME Cover Story Wrongly Attacks
Atheists for Not Helping Out Victims of

B
Oklahoma Tornadoes756,982 views

$39.95/ €34.95/£29.95*

Nate Phelps Issues Public Statement

* Final gress prices may vary according to local VAT

@ After His Father's Death482,419 views
Get Access

Hoover gamely explained that back in the eighties, he occasionally had a hard time geti
his research papers published. That was regrettable but not unusual, he said:

New discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather conservative, as

discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn.

After a couple of rejections, this happened:

While I was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke

among themselves, saying continually: “Che stronzo (what an asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale

(total asshole).” Those phrases had stuck in my mind. So ... I asked my colleague [Giovanni]

Ciccotti [a condensed-matter physicist in Rome] what they meant. When he explained it to Search this blog... -
me, I thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a refused

publication. So I decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title

and adding the name of that author.

Somehow, Hoover concluded contentedly, that made a difference, and the papers were
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accepted for publication.

Tartamella clearly enjoyed learning of — and writing down — that story, but he issues a
sincere word of caution, too. The Bestiale episode, he says

... laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of scientific research
were (and still are!). If you're able to insert the name of a nonexistent author in a
publication, who will guarantee that even the scientific contents have been @ pOfr@Oﬂ

examined with care?

Support this site on Patreon!

Very true.

I confess I got a chuckle out of the whole thing, but in the cold light of day I don’t belier )

that Hoover did anyone any favors with his little joke. Making stuff up is not compatibl g

with the ethos of science; and next to a murder trial or a presidential eulogy, a scientifi A";‘HEFBT <
FPODCAST

paper is probably the one platform where scatological levity and juvenile guffawing oug
be avoided.

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2014/10/14/meet-physici...

Check out our podcast! (RSS feed here)
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About Terry Firma

Terry Firma, though born and Journalism-school-educated in Europe,
has lived in the U.S. for the past 20-odd years. Stateside, his feature
articles have been published in the New York Times, Reason, Rolling

Stone, Playboy, and Wired. Terry is the founder and Main Mischief Maker of Moral
Compeass, a site that pokes fun at the delusional claim by people of faith that a belief in
God equips them with superior moral standards.
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A simple qubit version of the Schrodinger’s cat experiment has time evolution

(cslz*) +c|z7)) 455} —> culz*)|43) + |27 )|e) ,

where |73} and |£7%) are macro-states corresponding to a dead/alive cat. The ad
hoe rules suggest that we should collapse the final state vector to either |z*)]|€:%) or
|27 )] &%) based on the fact that these are macroscopically distinet.

Ad hoc rules are by their nature not helpful in unfamiliar situations a like black
hole. One way to do better is to literally interpret the reduced density matrix of the
cat as a statistical mixture of actual, or ontic, states
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The true story of Stronzo Bestiale (and others scientific jokes)

» Look Inside e » Get Access

Journal of Statistical Physics
August 1987, Volume 48, Issue 2-4, pp 705720

Diffusion in a periodic Lorentz gas

Stronzo Bestiale

Bill Moran, William G. Hoove

Would you read a paper written by Stronzo Bestiale (Total Asshole)? A dose of mistrust would be
justified: the name says it all. Yet, in 1987, professor Bestiale, supposedly a physicist in Palermo,
Sicily, authored major papers in prestigious scientific peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of
Statistical Physics, the Journal of Chemical Physics and the proceedings of a meeting of American
Physical Society in Monterey.

Given that surnames always intrigued me (they are the subject of my first book), | tried to find this
person in Italian telephone directories. In Italy there are 7 Bestiale, mostly in Piedmont. None of them,
however, has the name Stronzo (Turd or a Asshole: who would call their own son that?); between the
Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige there are 4 Stronziero, but this is also a surname. In fact, Stronzo Bestiale
does not exist as confirmed, when those scientific papers were published 27 years ago, by the then
Chancellor of the University of Palermo, Ignazio Melisenda Giambertoni (another unusual surname!).

So | decided to investigate more thoroughly. The self-styled Bestiale appears in the papers authored by
Bill Moran and William G. Hoover, two influential American scientists from the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory. In particular, Bestiale appears in various documents authored by Hoover, who also
cited him at the end of a very serious physics paper, saying that “discussions with him were very
useful.”

| wrote to professor Hoover, now retired, to ask him the true story of Stronzo Bestiale. Here’s what
he said. «At that time» he says «we were very active in the development of a new computational
technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamics, connecting fractal geometry, irreversibility and the
second law of thermodynamics. The idea was born during meetings at CECAM (Centre Européen de
Calcul Atomique et Moléculaire) in Lausanne, Switzerland, and the Enrico Fermi summer school
organized at Lake Como with Giovanni Ciccotti, professor of condensed matter physics at the University
La Sapienza University in Rome. In these meetings, the theoretical picture of this technique was clear to
me, so | wrote several papers on the subject along with some colleagues. But the reviewers of Physical
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Review Letters and the Journal of Statistical Physics refused to publish my texts: they contained too
innovative ideas».

This is nothing new: new discoveries in science are hard to publish because scientists are rather
conservative, as discussed by the epistemologist Thomas Kuhn. Meanwhile, Hoover continues, «while |
was traveling on a flight to Paris, next to me were two Italian women who spoke among themselves,
saying continually: “Che stronzo (what an asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)”. Those
phrases had stuck in my mind. So, during a CECAM meeting, | asked Ciccotti what they meant. When
he explained it to me, | thought that Stronzo Bestiale would have been the perfect co-author for a
refused publication. So | decided to submit my papers again, simply by changing the title and adding the
name of that author. And the researches were published».

In short, a pointed joke. Not everyone took it well, at the time: the President of the Italian Physical
Society, Professor Renato Angelo Ricci said, «This joke is an offense to the entire Italian scientific
community». In reality, though, it laid bare how vulnerable control systems in the review of scientific
research were (and still are!) . If you are able to insert in a publication the name of a nonexistent author in
a publication, who will guarantee that even the scientific contents have been examined with care?
Incredibly, even today, 27 years later, Stronzo Bestiale continues to be present as the author of
publications in scientific databases: is it not extraordinary?
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MISSING ENTRY REPLACEMENT DATA ANALYSIS: A
REPLACEMENT APPROACH TO DEALING WITH MISSING
DATA IN PALEONTOLOGICAL AND TOTAL EVIDENCE DATA
SETS

MARK A, NORELL® and WARD C, WHEELER"

Abstract

Almost all phylogenetic studies utlizing fossils are faced wath the problem of mussing data

With the development of methods allowing total evidence phylogemes where fossils are

combined with extant taxa, and molecular evidence 1s available, this problem is compounded

Standard methods 1gnore missing data and often result in poorly resolved wees, and procedures

such as culling of taxa or partiioning data have been proposed to improve resolution. Here, we

take a dufferent tack, one grounded in the fact that because we do not know what the behavior

of mussing data would be. 1t 15 worthwhile to examine the umverse of possible outcomes. The
the frequency with which a particular elade 15 recovered in replicated

Tygd ere mussing observations are replaced randomly with observable states A

rcchmquc 1o de-resolve nussing data-dependent clades 1s also proposed. We also show that, m
published data sets, there 15 lmtle obvious relahionship between MERDA performance and
standard measures of clade support such as Bremer and Jackmfe indices

Received: June 6, 2001; Accepted: July 6, 2002

But Stronzo Bestiale is not the only dirty word published in international scientific journals. More recently,
in 2003, the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology published a study on the “MERDA (shit) value”, which
stands for Missing Entry Replacement Data Analysis, a technique for phylogenetic reconstruction in
paleontology.
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Was this an embarrassing coincidence that the authors realized only after the fact? Far from it! | asked
one of the authors, Ward C. Wheeler, of the division of invertebrate zoology at the American Museum of
Natural History for clarification. And he revealed that they knew very well the meaning of “merda”
from Catalan: not Italian, but it makes no difference ... «We chose that acronym on purpose, to highlight
the poor quality of incomplete groups of data. It was a amusing acronym. The procedure, which in the
meantime has been further developed, it is still used for the analysis of incomplete fossils samples».

So, scientists do have sense of humor. Fortunately. As for people with vulgar surnames ... they do exist.
In Italy there are thousands. | will tell their stories in the next post.

UPDATE

My collegue Fabio Turone, president of SWIM (Science Writers in Italy, an association of science
journalists) sent me the profile of Stronzo Bestiale from Scopus, an international bibliographic and
bibliometric database (see screenshot below). In Scopus, professor Stronzo Bestiale appears to be
working at the Institute of Experimental Physics, at the University of Vienna, the institutional
affiliation attributed to him in the paper published by the Journal of chemical physics. One more point on
his résumé!

Scopus
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La storia di Stronzo Bestiale: il “dietro le quinte” da
Parolacce.org a “Science”

Abbiamo chiesto allo Swimmer Vito Tartamella di raccontare
il “caso” di Stronzo Bestiale, di cui nei giorni scorsi ha parlato
nel suo blog finendo per essere citato in tutto il mondo

da numerosi siti, da Retraction Watch a Science.

di Vito Tartamella

W FRIENDS WITH

‘ I

RONZOY .

Tutto € nato per caso, parlando con Sandro Boeri, mio ex
direttore a Focus. Conoscendo i miei studi sul turpiloquio, Sandro mi ha ricordato un caso di cui lui aveva scritto piu di

20 anni fa su “Panorama”: un paper scientifico firmato da tale Stronzo Bestiale.
Quando me I'ha raccontato ho riso, ma ho subito pensato che fosse un falso.

Poi, pero, ho voluto controllare lo stesso: € bastata una veloce ricerca su Internet per verificare che quel paper esisteva
davvero: era un serissimo studio di fisica pubblicato nel 1987 sul Journal of Statistical Physics. Ma cercando sul
SAO/NASA Astrophysics Data System Abstract Service, il database dei paper di fisica, Bestiale risultava autore anche di
un altro studio del 1987 sul Journal of Chemical Physics.

La mia curiosita si € scatenata: mi sono messo a indagare piu a fondo. Ma i siti, italiani ed esteri, che raccontavano questa
storia avevano tutti un difetto: facevano battute di spirito, si compiacevano dell’episodio, ma non spiegavano chi aveva

fatto quello scherzo e perché.

Allora ho fatto quello che la mia esperienza di giornalista scientifico mi ha insegnato: ho deciso di chiederlo direttamente

alla fonte, cioe i due autori del paper: Bill Moran e William G. Hoover del Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.

Sull’elenco telefonico del Lawrence Lab, pero, i due scienziati non c’erano. Erano passati 27 anni, forse nel frattempo si
erano ritirati. Ma sono stato fortunato: uno di loro, William G. Hoover, aveva un sito internet personale. Cosi gli ho scritto
una mail, chiedendogli da dove era saltato fuori Stronzo Bestiale: era stato uno scherzo? E perché I'aveva fatto? Da dove

saltava fuori quella italianissima espressione? Solo lui poteva saperlo, essendo il coautore di entrambi gli studi.

Pensavo che Hoover non mi avrebbe mai risposto. E invece 'ha fatto il giorno stesso, con gentilezza e dovizia di
particolari. Hoover aveva sentito 'espressione “Stronzo bestiale” da due donne italiane che viaggiavano in aereo, e il suono
dell’espressione gli si era stampato nella mente. Cosi, quando il Journal of Statistical Physics gli aveva rifiutato un paper
in cui raccontava una procedura innovativa (la dinamica molecolare del non equilibrio), per sberleffo — e convinto del

valore della propria scoperta — ha deciso di riproporla cambiandone il titolo e aggiungendovi un coautore immaginario:
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Stronzo Bestiale, “I'autore perfetto per una pubblicazione rifiutata”, mi ha spiegato Hoover.

La sua mail mi ha entusiasmato. E ho pubblicato la storia sul mio sito, parolacce.org: credevo che meritasse di essere letta,

ma non immaginavo quanto sarebbe stata apprezzata anche da altri. Con mia sorpresa, il giorno dopo un altro collega,
Fabio Turone (presidente di Swim, ’associazione dei giornalisti scientifici italiani) ha segnalato la storia di Stronzo
Bestiale a Ivan Oransky, docente di giornalismo medico alla New York University e fondatore di Retraction Watch,
un osservatorio sulle ritrattazioni in ambito scientifico. Cosi ho tradotto il mio post in inglese. E dopo due giorni

Retraction Watch ne ha parlato. Da allora le condivisioni su Twitter e Facebook sono cresciute in modo esponenziale, e

molti lettori, italiani e stranieri, hanno segnalato casi simili nella letteratura scientifica internazionale.

Poi é stato un crescendo: ne ha parlato sul suo blog il linguista Mark Liberman dell’Universita della Pennsylvania;

Albany Retro, una societa di Ballston Spa (NY, Usa) ha lanciato una T-shirt con lo slogan “I'm friends with Stronzo

Bestiale”; la Improbable Research (gli inventori dell'IgNobel) ha rilanciato la notizia. E oggi, dopo 12 giorni e oltre

8omila clic da visitatori di tutto il mondo, 'ha segnalato il sito di Science.

Mi sono chiesto il perché di tanto interesse. Credo che il motivo sia non solo l'aver svelato il dietro le quinte di uno scherzo
clamoroso. La vicenda di Stronzo Bestiale ¢ affascinante perché mostra un lato giocoso, divertente e umano della ricerca a
cui spesso non si da spazio: anche gli scienziati scherzano, si arrabbiano, giocano, provocano, si ribellano, si emozionano

(e le parolacce servono proprio a esprimere queste emozioni). Insomma, gli scienziati sono come tutti noi: troppo spesso li

consideriamo parte di un Olimpo asettico.

Ma lo scherzo, sopravvissuto per 27 anni, mette in luce anche quanto sia difficile far affermare nuove idee nella scienza:
basta cambiare il titolo a una ricerca, aggiungere un nome falso e altisonante, per vincere le resistenze, aggirare i

pregiudizi e farsi pubblicare una scoperta “troppo” rivoluzionaria?

Evidentemente si. Non solo. Questo caso riapre le discussioni sui punti deboli delle peer reviews: il controllo, non sempre
efficace, sulla vera paternita delle scoperte. Insomma, Stronzo Bestiale diverte ma fa anche riflettere. Una storia, come ha
commentato Oransky, “terrific”: eccezionale, straordinaria, stupenda ma anche un po’ inquietante. E, soprattutto, molto

umana.
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ASSHOLE. DUDE ALSO DOESN'T EXIS!

OCTOBER 12,2014 | WEBMASTER | LEAVE A COMMENT

Diffusion in a Periodic Lorentz Gas

Bill Moran,' William G. Hoover,' and Stronzo Bestiale’

Stronzo Bestiale haz publishe' research n' some uv da world’z mos' esteeme' phyzicz journalz, an'
dude co-authorz be often leadn' memberz n' they fieldz. Buh Stronzo Bestiale, whose name meanz
“total asshole” n' Italian, haz a secret. Dude kind uv doesn’t exis'.

Sciince writa Vito Tartamella recint uncovere' Bestiale’z secret wen dude came acrozz a papa by
phyziciztz Bill Moran an' William G. Hoova dat liztz Bestiale az a co-autha. Da papa n' quesshun:
“Diffusyun n' a Periodic Lorintz Gaz,” ® original publishe' n' 1987 n' da Journal uv Statistical Phyzicz.

Tartamella - who be not on Italian, hizzef, buh da autha uv a book on zurnamez # - immediate no-
tice' Bestiale’z unusual designashun an' decide' ta look him up n' da phonebook. Nothn' Da cat haz
a Spo-pouz profile ® dat liztz him az 'n active researcha at da Institute uv Experimintal Phyzicz,
Universitee uv Viinna, buh dude doesn’t appear n' da phonebook. Puzzle', Tartamelle reache' out ta
one uv Bestiale'’z co-authorz:

| wrote ta professa Hoova, now retire’, ta axe him da true story uv Stronzo Bestiale. Huhhh'z
what dude say. ‘At dat time,” dude zayz, “we wuz very active n' da developmint uv a new
computational technique, non-equilibrium molecular dynamicz®, connectn' fractal
geometry, irreversibilitee an' da second law uv thermodynamicz. Da idea wuz born durn'’
meetingz at CECAM (Cinta Européen de Calcul Atomique et Moléculaia) n'
Lausanne,Switzerland, an' da Enrico Fermi summa school organize' at Lake Como wiff
Giovanni Ciccotti, professa uv condinse' matta phyzicz at da Universitee La Sapiinza
Universitee n' Rome. N'deez meetingz, da theoretical pictua uv dis technique wuz clear ta
me, so | wrote several paperz on da subject along wiff some colleaguez. Buh da reviewerz uv
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Physical Review Letterz an' da Journal uv Statistical Phyziczrefuse' ta publish my textz: dey
containe' too innovative ideaz.”

Meanwhile, Hoova continuez, “whi | wuz traveln' on a flite ta Pariz, next ta me wuz two
Italian biatchz who spoke among themzelvez, sayn' continual: “Che stronzo (what 'n
asshole)!”, “Stronzo bestiale (total asshole)”. Dose phrazez had stuck n' my mind. So, durn'a
CECAM meetn', | axe Ciccotti what dey meant. Wen dude explaine' it ta me, | thoute dat
Stronzo Bestiale would be do be da perfect co-autha fo'a refuse’ publicashun. So | decide' ta
submit my paperz again, simp by changn' da title an' addn' da name uv dat autha. An' da
research wuz publishe'”

Amazn'

Tartamella haz do be updatn' dude pos' wiff otha sciintific jokez an' made-up authorz dat be made
they way inta sciintific journalz, wich be def woath checkn' out®. One uv our favoritez comez from
Ivan Oransky at Retracshun Watch (whea we firs' heard tell uv Stronzo Bestiale), who recallz da
case uv immunologis' Pol Matzinga, who, n' 1978, liste' az one uv da beotch co-authorz one Gal-

adriel Mirkwood (da beotch Afghan hound).

[Vito Tartamella® via Retracshun Watch ]
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